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Worship News 

• Wednesday Evening Prayer Services begin on September 10 at 6:10 p.m. 
• Wednesday evening Community Meals begin on September 10 at 5:00 p.m. 
• Sunday School begins on September 14 at 9:10 a.m. 
• Religion in Life begins on September 14 at 11:10 a.m. 

September Worship Schedule 
Sunday, September 7 

• Worship in the Sanctuary 
• 10:00 a.m. 
• Live Streamed & Recorded 
• 11:00 a.m. Lunch on the Lawn! 

Wednesday, September 10 
• Evening Prayer in the Courtyard Room 
• 6:10 p.m. 

 Starting Today 
 5:00 p.m. Community Meal 
 7:00 p.m. Confirmation 

Worship & Education Schedule 
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Sunday, September 14 
• Worship in the Sanctuary 
• 10:00 a.m. 
• ASL Interpreta�on 
• Live Streamed & Recorded 

 Starting Today 
 8:40 a.m. Music with Cory 
 9:10 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:10 a.m. Religion in Life 

Wednesday, September 17 
• Evening Prayer in the Courtyard Room 
• 6:10 p.m. 

Sunday, September 21 
• Worship in the Sanctuary 
• 10:00 a.m. 
• Live Streamed & Recorded 

Wednesday, September 24 
• Evening Prayer in the Courtyard Room 
• 6:10 p.m. 

Sunday, September 28 
• Worship in the Sanctuary 
• 10:00 a.m. 
• ASL Interpreta�on 
• Live Streamed & Recorded 

Wednesday, October 1 
• Evening Prayer in the Courtyard Room 
• 6:10 p.m. 

Live-Streamed Services 
Each Sunday, our service will be live-streamed. Subscribe to the St. Michael’s YouTube Channel to 
watch worship live on Sunday mornings if you are not able to come in person. 
Watch your Friday Flyer for a copy of the Bulletin to download and follow along, as well as the link 
to the live service. Streamed services will also be recorded and posted on Sunday evening on our 
website https://www.stmichaelselca.com/ for viewing at your convenience Scan the QR Code to go 
to the St. Michael’s Channel: 

ASL in Worship 
Starting in September, ASL Interpretation will be available in worship on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month. We are 
also working to provide occasional interpretation for Wednesday Evening Prayer. Please contact the church office for 
an updated schedule of interpreters.   

Worship Volunteers Are Needed!  
Volunteers are needed to serve as ushers, lectors, communion deacons, and fellowship hosts. These are 
great opportunities for folks of all ages - families are encouraged to sign up together! Head to 
www.stmichaelselca.com and click “Volunteer” to access signups.  

  

https://www.stmichaelselca.com/
http://www.stmichaelselca.com/
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Religion in Life 
Sundays, 11:10 a.m. 
Religion In Life (St. Michael’s adult education forum) resumes with a fantastic line-up this fall. This is a great 
opportunity to join others from the congregation and community in learning about and discussing a variety of 
topics—from Bible and theology, to Community Life and Justice Issues, to Health, Wellness, Spirituality, and Art. 

Religion in Life will begin at 11:10 a.m. in the courtyard room.  Additionally, we plan to live-stream and record many 
of the Religion in Life sessions so that they are available to a broader audience and can be viewed at other times.  
More information on live-streaming and recorded sessions will be available in the Friday eblast on the St. Michael’s 
website. 

Schedule for September 
Sunday, September 7 
 No Religion in Life.   
 On this Rally Sunday join others for Lunch on the Lawn with games, activities, tables highlighting ministries and 

events at St. Michael’s, and Shobi’s Table food truck (a ministry of the St. Paul Area Synod) providing lunch. 

Sunday, September 14  
 Disciples of a White Jesus: The Radicalization of American Boyhood the Rev. Angela Denker 
 Author, journalist, mother and pastor Angela Denker, followed up her award-winning book 

Red State Christians by going deep into the online rabbit holes of or right-wing Christian 
influencers and conservative Christian theology. She did so to try and better understand 
how the preaching of “traditional gender roles” and “submission of women” has led to 
religious based hatred and violence as well as anger, outrage, loneliness, depression 
limiting identities for young white Christian men across America. Angela is with us today to 
share insights from her research and thoughts about how to help young men forge new 
identities grounded in kindness, grace, respect and even joy. 

 Angela Denker is a pastor in the ELCA and veteran journalist. She is a columnist for the Minnesota Star Tribune, and 
has written for publications including Sports Illustrated, the Washington Post, and Fortune Magazine. She has 
appeared on CNN, BBC, SkyNews and NPR. 

Sunday, September 21  
 Why are Young Adult Males Failing to Launch? Dr. Jack Stoltzfus 
 Following the conversation with Angela Denker and how White “Christian” Nationalism has 

engaged young men in the United States, Dr. Jack Stoltzfus will broaden the conversation 
into why young adult males are failing to launch.  Together we can reflect on the challenges 
of adolescence and young adulthood and ways that parenting, schools, and society support 
our young people and the ways the appear to be failing.   

 Dr. Jack Stoltzfus is a clinical psychologist, and Americas Launch Coach.™ His mission is to help parents support their 
adult children transition to self-sufficient independence while maintaining a caring bond with their parents. He is a 
clinical psychologist who counsels parents and writes about his young adult challenges, his current role as a parent 
of adult children, and his extensive experience working with parents struggling to balance love and backbone in the 
letting go process. His recent book is entitled The Parent Launch Code: Loving and Letting Go of Our Adult Children, 
and his website is parentslettinggo.com 

Sunday, September 28  
 Grace - Some find it amazing, some find it appalling! (Part 1) the Rev. Roland Hayes 
Sunday, October 5  
 Grace - Some find it amazing, some find it appalling! (Part 2) the Rev. Roland Hayes 
 When we read the Gospels, it’s clear that Jesus believed grace was a central feature of God’s 

very nature. Not surprisingly then, grace not only figured prominently in Jesus’ teaching, but 
was something he embodied throughout his life and death. Yet while many found Jesus’ 
stories of grace to be amazing and lifegiving, others were utterly appalled. The same is true 
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today. Why is that? What about grace results in such divergent and polarizing responses? More importantly, what 
role does grace play in our lives, especially when it comes to forgiveness? 

 It is always a delight to welcome back Roland Hayes, who served as Senior Pastor at St. Michael’s for thirty-eight 
years.  Roland brings a wealth of knowledge from his years of ministry and engagement Scripture, theology, and life 
experience. 

 
Future Speakers & Topics 
October 12 Journey with “Professional Road Tripper” Mikah Meyer in his exploration of Nature, Faith, and 
Knowing yourself Mikah Meyer 
October 19 The Public’s Health and Wellbeing: What’s Next? Dr. John R. Finnegan 

October 26 Israel & Palestine Ruben Slomianski 
November 2 Ambiguous Loss Dr. Tai Mendenhall 
November 9 Difficult Conversations & the Opportunity to Build Bridges the Rev. Jared Morey 
November 16 Project Success: Making a Difference in the lives of our Youth & Communities Adrienne Dircks 

November 23 Fraud: Preventing Financial Vulnerability Dr. Marti Deliema 
November 30 Harlots or Heroines: The Women in Jesus’ Genealogy in the Gospel of Matthew (Part 1) 
December 7 (Part 2) Dr. Diane Jacobson 
December 14 A Complicated Pregnancy: The Story of Mary Dr. Kyle Roberts 
December 21 Holiday Carols, Stories, and Traditions 
 Join Karen Wilkerson, Tom Bartsch, and Chuck Hanson in the fellowship hall following worship & and the children’s 

Christmas pageant as we celebrate with cookies, cider, hot chocolate, carols, and the stories of Christmases past. 
 

With Sympathy 
On August 15, a memorial service was held for long-time member of St. Michael’s, Virginia “Ginny” Perman. Please 
continue to keep her family and friends in prayer during this time of mourning.   

With Joy 
On July 21st, Carlo Gardner Smith was born! Carlo is the son of Pat Smith and Frieda von Qualen and brother to Emil 
and Alden. A sign up to provide meals for the family is available here: https://mealtrain.com/y51vrk   
Carlo will be baptized in worship on Sunday, September 28th.    
  
On August 16th, Marshall Warner was baptized in Lake Josephine! Please pray for Marshall as he continues to grow in 
faith.   

With Thanks 
On behalf of Ken, Tammy and myself, we want to thank Pastor Brad, Jim Ostlund, Roger Syverud, Chuck 
Hanson, Joe Nosek, and Tony Nickelson for helping me move. We are truly blessed to have such a 
wonderful Church family to help out in a stressful time. They helped make it less stressful for Tammy and 
myself. 
Ken says thank you also! 
The Gibson Family 
Ken, Sandy, Tammy 

  

Life of the Congregation 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmealtrain.com%2Fy51vrk&data=05%7C02%7Cali%40stmichaelselca.com%7Cd8afd9dab1b14a66a34b08ddc9edb1b1%7C1ea98c00dac94b00bb340adff836b6a5%7C1%7C0%7C638888744982704697%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cTx1LHvTIGVMeWr6CQOOaMlsXuXMXC5gkwHBZPNSLMM%3D&reserved=0
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When Labor Becomes Love  
This summer, I spent some time completing an office refresh, sorting through old files and resources, and 
reorganizing books and materials. In the process of deciding what to recycle and what to refile, I came across a paper 
from Harvard Business School published in 2011 about the Ikea Effect. Forgetting how and why I saved this particular 
piece, I skimmed the abstract and then realized why I kept this paper from so many years ago. The study shows how 
people tend to increase the valuation of a product if they participate in the creation of it. (Hence, the Ikea Effect – 
consumers place a higher value on furniture if they assembled it themselves!)    

The subtitle of the paper says it all, “When Labor Leads to Love” This truth extends 
beyond affordable Scandinavian shelving and storage solutions – it is evident in faith 
communities as well. When we participate in community life and get actively 
involved, we become personally invested; our contribution and commitment lead to 
deeper connection and a more meaningful experience.    

Though convenience and individual satisfaction are viewed as highly valued virtues in 
our culture, they in fact decrease our sense of overall fulfillment. The Harvard study 
also highlighted the example of instant cake mixes which were introduced to 
households in the 1950s. In a desire to simplify domestic tasks, this was a welcome 
addition to the kitchen! However, over time, customers felt it made baking too easy. 

It diminished the value bakers brought to the home and the joy that this work can bring to the baker. As a result, 
manufacturers changed the cake mix recipe to require adding an egg, creating the perfect balance of simplicity and 
effort. The study revealed through do-it-yourself furniture, cake mixes, and other examples that we might think we 
want convenience, but what we really need is purpose.   

We are kicking off the program year with a swirl of activity and many ways to get involved. Even with abundant 
opportunities, it is not always easy to take that first step in signing up to serve. Trying a new ministry, especially 
without knowing many of the people involved, can feel like taking a leap of faith. Sometimes it is continuing after 
long seasons of effort, times of difficulty or changing with pivoting ministries that feels like the real challenge – 
staying involved can feel as risky as first getting involved! 
But what we get in return is worth the work. Indeed, with 
the guidance of God, we trust that our labor can become 
love.   

I hope as we kick off the program year that you can find 
ways to deepen your purpose and passion at St. Michael’s. 
Whether that means volunteering in a new ministry, 
brainstorming something new, or simply making the effort 
to welcome an unfamiliar face or connect with someone 
you’ve seen for years but have yet to really know… we 
believe that in these moments of showing up, God is 
already there!  
~ Pastor Ali C. Ferin 
  

Pastor’s Letter 
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Finding Our Rhythms Again 
As fall approaches, I find my calendar filling up quickly, breaking the promise to “summer Natalie” that I wouldn’t 
allow that to happen. I know how much families juggle this time of year—homework, sports, practices, and all the 
moving parts of daily life. My hope and prayer for all of us in that season of life is that church doesn’t become “one 
more thing” to add to the list, but rather a place to pause, to be nourished, and to remember who we are as beloved 
children of God. With that, my prayer is that you find yourself able to show up at St. Michael’s, your whole self.  

This summer I stepped out of my usual rhythms to complete a unit of Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE). It was a 
season of deep learning, reflection, and growth as I served in a hospital setting—walking alongside patients and 
families during vulnerable moments. I learned so much about listening, presence, and trusting God in the midst of 
life’s uncertainties. Those lessons continue to shape how I approach ministry here at St. Michael’s, especially as we 
accompany one another through both the joys and challenges of daily life. 

As we step into a new year together, my hope is that this community can be a place of support for families—offering 
not just programs, but also grace, encouragement, and a reminder that you are not alone in the juggling act. 
Together we’ll discover God’s presence in our routines, our rest, and our relationships. 


������ Mark Your Calendar 

• Lunch on the Lawn – Sunday, September 7 at 11:00 a.m. Come enjoy food, fellowship, and a chance to 
register for Sunday School. 

• First Day of Sunday School – Sunday, September 14 at 9:10 a.m. We can’t wait to welcome our children and 
youth back! 

Families are encouraged to register for Sunday School so we can prepare classrooms, teachers, and materials for a 
meaningful year of learning and growing together. 

With gratitude for all that is beginning again, Natalie 

_________________________________  
Natalie Romero (she/her/hers)  
Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries  
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Confirmation News 
Attention families of all 7th – 9th grade students! Mark your calendars now for the Confirmation Orientation Meeting 
for ALL students and at least one parent/caregiver on September 10th, 7p.m.  

This meeting is important for students to attend to receive acolyte training and instruction, and for 
parents/caregivers to learn about the confirmation program, understand expectations and changes to the program 
for returning families, and have all your questions answered!   

Confirmation Registration is Open! 
All students in confirmation need to register by September 7th. Friends of students are welcome to participate! Learn 
more and register at: www.stmichaelselca.com/confirmation  

10th Grade Students  
Those students who have completed the 
confirmation program and desire to be confirmed 
should plan to attend the following 10th grade 
capstone experiences: 

• Sunday, September 28th 12:30 – 2:00 p.m.  
Capstone 1: Reflec�on, Looking Forward, 
and Faith Project Introduc�on 

• Sunday, October 5th 12:30 – 2:00 p.m. 
Capstone 2: Worship Planning and Faith 
Project Wrap Up 

• Wednesday, October 22 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. 
Capstone 3: Faith Project Party & Worship 
Rehearsal  

Students who have not yet registered for the rite of confirmation can find the online form  
by using the QR Code.  
Questions? Contact Pastor Ali. 
 

Chapel Ringers 
The adult bell choir is looking for more players. The more players we have, the more bells we can ring.  
(We call people “players” because Play = Fun!) 

So, we need you! If you can count and read music even a little bit, come join us. It’s a fun group of people, and it will 
be even more fun with you in it. (Former Youth Bell members…This Especially Means You!) 
We rehearse Thursdays from 6:00-7:15 and play on the 1st Sunday of the month and Christmas Eve with maybe a 
couple of other playing opportunities. Contact Charlie Preis. 

Band of Angels 
You’ve heard us before, now be a part of it. We take all ages from Middle school on up. Where else can you have a 
band/orchestra that has both kids and adults playing together? So, if you haven’t played your band or orchestra 
instrument in years, then it’s time to oil up those valves, put on a new reed, tighten up those strings and PLAY! 

We will be back and playing at the service on November 16th(rehearsals after the services on Nov 2 & 9).  
Contact Charlie Preis. 

Music News 

http://www.stmichaelselca.com/confirmation
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St. Michael’s Singers 
Our adult choir is extending an invitation to new members.  
An exciting year is being planned. 
Please join the adult choir known as St. Michael’s Singers!  
Ages: high school through old school, and every school in 
between!  
No audition, unless you want one!  
All musical skill levels are currently represented in the choir, 
from those that read music to those who listen and learn. We 
welcome all.  
If you are interested please send an email to Karen Wilkerson, 
director or just walk in the choir room door!  

FIRST REHEARSAL:  
Wednesday September 3 
7:00pm to 8:30pm 
(we may end a tad early for treats!!!)  
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Social Ministry Calendar – Ways to serve at St. Michael’s this month 
September 1  Rezek House Meal  
St. Michael’s volunteers and PEO (a women’s service sorority) provide meals for the youth and young adults living at 
Lutheran Social Services’ Rezek House (a home that supports transitional housing for homeless or housing-insecure 
young adults). Often teams of two individuals/households prepare a meal for 8-14 individuals and deliver the meal to 
Rezek House for their Monday evening gathering. 

September 8  Keystone Mobile Food Truck Distribution  
2:00-4:00 p.m. in Circle Drive (west side of the church)  
Partnering with Keystone Food Shelf, St. Michael’s volunteers assist in welcoming and hosting individuals and 
households utilizing the Keystone Mobile Food truck. With the food truck, people are able to “shop” and select the 
foods that work best for their needs. St. Michael’s provides at least three volunteers to assist with hosting and 
shopping with community members. 

September 10 & 24 Quilting and Bandage Rolling 
9:00 a.m. Fellowship Hall. Volunteers from the congregation meet to piece and assemble quilts to go to veterans, 
children, and the seniors at St. Michael’s.  Another team also creates bandage rolls from old sheets that can be sent 
with medical supplies to places in need of medical support around the world.  

September 14  Sandwich Making for Union Gospel Mission  
Gather between 9:10-9:40 a.m. in the Serving Area & Kitchen to assemble sandwiches.  
People of all ages are invited to gather prior to worship to make sandwiches for Union Gospel Mission.  This a great 
way to serve and support a local organization!  

September 15  Loaves & Fishes 
Volunteers who are preparing the meal gather at 1:45 p.m. at Holy Rosary; those serving the meal and assisting with 
clean-up arrive between 4:15-4:30 p.m. We serve at Holy Rosary/Santo Rosario, 2424 18th Ave. S., Minneapolis. 
This service opportunity is a great way for people of all ages 9 and older to serve in the community, as we help to 
serve a hot and delicious meal in South Minneapolis. 

Daily - Panera Bread Ministry  
Evening pick-up at Rosedale Panera; Morning bagging at St. Michael’s Kitchen  
Volunteers “rescue” the bread and baked goods at the end of the day from Panera and bring them to church, so that 
they can be bagged and taken to area organizations where they will be distributed to individuals and families.  

Every Meal starts back up this month! The schedule for the year can be found on Sign-up Genius.  As part of this 
outreach St. Michael’s Volunteers distribute food at Parkview Center School on Fridays during the school year, in 
order that children and youth have meals they can prepare at home over the weekend.  If you are interested in 
getting involved during the 2025-2026 school year please reach out to Pastor Brad. 

Save the Date! 
Unidos MN Training 
Monday, September 8th  
6:30-8:30 p.m., St. Michael’s Courtyard Room 

St. Michael’s will be hosting Unidos MN as they share information pertinent to immigrants, citizens, community 
groups and congregations. 

With recent actions, there are more and more questions around individuals’ rights and ways for communities to 
accompany those in our country who are both documented and under-documented. 
This gathering offers an opportunity to learn more and to engage. 

Members of the congregation and community are invited to attend.  A registration link will be provided in upcoming 
Friday eblasts. 

Social Ministry 
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Guatemala Partnership 
Save the date for the Guatemala Gala 
September 28, 2025 
Our very own Pastor Brad & Pastor 
Ali will be heading up the event as 
Emcees! 
Don’t miss the good food, the fun, the 
auction, and the chance to visit with other 
travelers! 

Contact Pastor Brad or Lisa if you are 
interested in volunteering at the Gala.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page | 14 September 2025 

Save the Date to travel to Guatemala in 2026! 
Our trip to visit our partners in Cimiento, Guatemala, over MEA, October 9-17, 2026, has been approved! We will 
start the planning process for that trip and communicate with our partners on any projects they might be interested 
in working on.  

We anticipate this trip will also have the option of staying in Guatemala City to avoid the rigorous travel to the village.  
Let Brad, Ali, Natalie, or Lisa know if you are interested in the 2026 trip! Reserve your spot! 

School Supply Drive 
Thanks to all who so generously donated school supplies this month for families in Roseville Area Schools and area 
preschools.  This is one way we offer support to families and schools throughout the year.   

The social workers at Roseville Area School note that it is always a highlight to stop by St. Michael’s to pick up the 
supplies and that every year they are overwhelmed by the care and generosity shown by the congregation. 

 

Brimhall Reading Program  
Watch your October Messenger and Friday Flyers for start dates of the reading program with Brimhall Elementary 
students again this year. Training will be provided.  Contact Mike Gregory or David Black for more information.  
 

Grown-Up Youth Group  
Once a month, parents of confirmation students are invited for a “grown-up youth group” gathering with Pastor Brad 
during the confirmation hour at a nearby restaurant or coffee shop. Conversation will be focused around the lesson 
youth are discussing in confirmation, or around another issue or topic. Dates are TBD. Keep an eye out for more 
information this fall!  

Esther Circle  
The Esther Circle is a community of women who gather for connection, conversation, and fun! The group meets 
monthly on the first Tuesday of the month at 10:00 a.m. with the exception of Tuesdays that follow holidays.   

The first Esther Circle meeting of the year will be held on September 9th at 10:00 a.m. at Ginny Roadfeldt’s home. 
Contact the church office for directions.   

Study and Fellowship Opportunities 
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Faith in Daily Life—Resumes on September 3rd 
Faith in Daily Life groups read a variety of books focusing on theology, scripture, current 
events, and topics facing the church and world today. It is an opportunity to connect 
with others in learning, conversation, and faith. 

In September, we will start with two FIDL groups.  One group will meet on the first 
Wednesday of the month at Olive Garden (1525 County Road C West, Roseville) at 
12:00 p.m.; the second will be meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at St. 
Michael’s in Classroom 1 at 12:00 p.m. 

September dates: 
Group 1: September 3 Olive Garden 
Group 2: September 10 St. Michael’s 

We will be reading Debie Thomas’ book, A Faith of Many Rooms: Inhabiting a More 
Spacious Christianity.  The book is available from area bookstores.  Feel free to prepare 
for our conversations beginning in September. 

Thursday Morning Bible Study—Resumes on September 4th 
9:30 a.m. Thursday Mornings 
Thursday morning Bible study takes place from 9:30 a.m.-10:30ish a.m.  The Bible study is often led by Pastor Brad 
(with Pastor Ali and other guest teachers jumping in throughout the year).  

Most weeks, the class focuses on the lectionary texts for the upcoming Sunday. On occasion, we will delve into 
particular books of the Bible, a theme or narrative found in scripture, or highlight the works of various scholars as 
they think about the texts.  Feel free to join this fall as we kick off the new program year. 

Feel free to join this fall as we kick off the new program year. 

September 4 
Deuteronomy 30:15-20 Walk in the way of life and hold fast to God 
Psalm 1 They are like trees planted by streams of water. 
Philemon 1-21 Paul says: Receive Onesimus as a coworker 
Luke 14:25-33 Jesus says: Disciples, give up your possessions and carry the cross 

September 11 
Exodus 32:7-14 Moses begs the Lord to turn from anger against the Hebrews 
Psalm 51:1-10 Have mercy, O God, according to your steadfast love. 
1 Timothy 1:12-17 Christ Jesus came for sinners 
Luke 15:1-10 Looking for the lost sheep, silver coin: Jesus eating with sinners 

September 18 
Amos 8:4-7 Warnings to those who trample on the needy and poor 
Psalm 113 The Lord lifts up the poor from the ashes. 
1 Timothy 2:1-7 One God, one mediator—Christ Jesus—given for all people 
Luke 16:1-13 A shrewd manager: faithful in little, faithful in much; serving God/wealth 

September 25 
Amos 6:1a, 4-7 Warnings to those who are comfortable or wealthy 
Psalm 146 The Lord gives justice to those who are oppressed. 
1 Timothy 6:6-19 Eager to be rich or eager to pursue richness of God’s justice? 
Luke 16:19-31 Story of poor Lazarus and the wealthy man  

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-9-4/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-9-4/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-9-4/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-9-4/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-9-11/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-9-11/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-9-11/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-9-11/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-9-18/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-9-18/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-9-18/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-9-18/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-9-25/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-9-25/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-9-25/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-9-25/0


Page | 16 September 2025 

Yoga Devotion  
If you would like to try a free class to learn more about yoga, please contact Deb Legan for the zoom link and join us. 
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Men’s Bible and Brew 
Saturday, September 13th, 2:00-6:00 p.m. 
This month we will be meeting at Jack Molin’s cabin.  The address is 
4405 Enchanted Point, Shorewood, MN. It takes approximately 45 
minutes to drive out from Roseville. It is a windy road through parts of Mound and Minnetrista out to Enchanted 
Island, so follow your phone GPS, or call Jack for directions. 

Jack notes, “At the cabin I have all the modern conveniences for a +100 year old shack: a stove/oven, refrigerator, 
microwave, gas grill, and indoor plumbing.”  Feel free to bring your own food to grill and a side dish to share.  You can 
also bring a favorite beverage.  Jack will deep fry panfish bites for hors d'oeuvres, and will have ice cubes, bottled 
water, and a case of cold beer (hopefully Leinenkugel’s Summer Shandy). He shared that he has lots of chairs for the 
deck but if someone has a favorite camp chair they can bring it. If the weather is bad there is room in the cabin (but it 
will be cozy). 

Desserters II Book Discussion Group 
Here's what the Desserters II Book Discussion Group will be reading 
this fall: 

Sep. 23, 2025 Hester by Laurie Lico Albanese 
A journey into the enduring legacy of New England's witchcraft 
trials via a fictional story of a woman who inspired the tragic 
heroine of Nathaniel Hawthorne's The Scarlet Letter. 

Oct. 28, 2025 American Midnight by Adam Hochschild 
Subtitled The Great War, a Violent Peace, and Democracy's 
Forgotten Crisis, 1917-1921 was a period of violence. It fueled a 
backlash against dissent, resulting in censorship, attacks on labor 
activists, immigrants, and a rise in racism and nativism.  

Nov. 18, 2025 A Fever in the Heartland by Timothy Egan 
An historical thriller that tells the story of the Ku Klux Klan's rise to  
power in the 1920s, their plot to take over America, and the woman who stopped them. 

All are welcome 
Meetings: 7:00 in Classroom 1 at the church 
Desserts are provided. BYOB 
Contact Verena Larson with questions?  

Jan. 27, 2026 The Frozen River by Ariel Lawhon, 
Feb. 24, 2026 The Cello Still Sings by Janet Horvath 
Mar. 24, 2026 Where They Last Saw Her by Marcie R Rendon 
Apr. 28, 2026 An Unfinished Love Story by Doris Kearns Goodwin 
May 19, 2026 Where Rivers Part: A story of My Mother's Life by Kao Kalia Yang 

Church Council Corner 
The Church Council met on Tuesday, August 12, with Burle Gengenbach opening with a devotion. 

The minutes from the meeting held on June 10th were approved. 

The pastors also shared membership updates, including the recent baptism of Madison Reinke; the upcoming 
baptism of Marshall Warner (August 16), the upcoming baptism of Carlo Smith (September 28); recent meetings with 

A Church at Work 
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prospective new members; the death of Ginny Perman; and the transfer of Ted and Mary Hovey to Roseville 
Lutheran. 

Dave Yarusso, treasurer, and the Finance Committee liaisons shared financial updates.  At this point in the year, we 
are tracking extremely well.  We hope to continue this trend throughout the fall. 

Burle Gengenbach, Property Committee liaison, shared updates on the solar panel project and the Peace/Memorial 
garden in the courtyard. 

Currently, the church staff and committees are working on the new program year and the kick-off celebration on 
Sunday, June 7, with Lunch on the Lawn.  Committees, music groups, and social activities are asked to have tables 
with information—especially recognizing the number of new members over the last two years.  This provides a great 
way to connect and share information about church events and activities. 

The committees provided reports and updates.  The meeting adjourned at 8:13 p.m. 

The next meeting will be held on September 9th at 8:15 p.m. over Zoom.   

2025 Budget Overview and Financial Update 
Annual Budget 
Income $884,977*  
Expenses $884,977 
Balance $0 
 

 
Income has been exceeding budgeted projections by a healthy margin so far this year and expenses are slightly below 
budgeted projections. Income to date has exceeded expenses. However, we usually see an income slump through the 
summer months so it is still uncertain where we will end the year. We had budgeted a year-end deficit between 
income and expenses of about $22,000. If the giving remains as strong as it has been, that deficit may shrink or be 
eliminated. 
  

*At the Annual Meeting on February 2, 2025, the congregation approved the use of 
Reserve Funds to balance the budget, if needed at the end of the year. This is included 
in the Annual Approved budget of $884,977.  
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Online Giving & Mobile Giving 
Did you know that you can pay for an event or set up a 
recurring automatic gift to support the work of St. 
Michael's? Authorization forms are available from the 
church office or follow this link: 
https://www.stmichaelselca.com/givenow.html 

Vanco also has a mobile App as another method to set up a payment or a recurring automatic gift to support the 
work of St. Michael's. Download the Vanco Mobile App from the App Store and search for "St. Michael's Lutheran 
Church". 

The above QR code takes you to our Donate Now page on our website. 

St. Michael’s is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 
St. Michael’s Lutheran Church lives out God’s grace and love for all people. Faithful to the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, we welcome those who have been part of church communities, those 
who have no previous church experience, and those who have felt excluded by the Church 
because of their race or ethnicity, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, physical or mental 

capabilities, financial resources, or family circumstances. In this witness, we seek reconciliation, healing, and 
wholeness. As a diverse people we are  empowered by the Holy Spirit to live and work together for God’s promised 
day of justice, peace, and mercy. 

Low-Scent Environment 
St. Michael’s Lutheran Church strives to maintain a scent-free/minimal-scent environment for the comfort of staff, 
congregation members, and visitors who have environmental sensitivities. Knowing that scents can trigger 
headaches, respiratory difficulties, dizziness, and nausea in sensitive individuals, it is the church’s goal to be a place of 
welcome for all. Please refrain from using scented candles, room sprays, and scent packs or melts in the 
building. Additionally, scented body sprays, lotions, or perfume can be overwhelming for some individuals and can 
deter them from participating in events. Please consider refraining from or limiting the use of scented personal 
products. 
*We recognize that certain cleaning products, items used in worship services (particularly some flowers), and hygiene 
products have fragrances/scents.  The congregation will work to limit the use of such scented items. 

Land acknowledgement 
The ELCA has published “A Declaration of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America to American Indian and Alaska 
Native People,” in which the church confesses its sins toward Indigenous peoples and lists the commitments it will 
begin working toward as it responds to its original “Repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery” from 2016. 

Not getting your Friday Flyer? 
Is our weekly e-newsletter, the Friday Flyer, not showing up in your primary inbox? First check your other 
inbox folders called Promotions or Spam. Then contact Lisa Koland and we will reconnect you! 

Making the Messenger Green 
If you prefer to read your upcoming issues of St. Michael’s monthly Messenger newsletter in your email or 
on our church website instead of having a paper copy mailed to you, please notify the church office.  
Got something for the October Messenger?  
The Messenger submission deadline is Friday, September 19, 2025 

St. Michael’s Lutheran Church is located on the original and ancestral homeland of the Dakota 
people, and we give thanks for their presence here since time immemorial. We also wish to 
recognize and honor all our indigenous siblings who have and continue to call this land their home.  

 

https://www.stmichaelselca.com/givenow.html
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St. Michael’s Staff Directory 
St. Michael’s Lutheran  
www.stmichaelselca.com , 651-631-1510 

Ali Ferin, Co-Pastor 
ali@stmichaelselca.com 

Brad Froslee, Co-Pastor 
brad@stmichaelselca.com 

Lisa Koland, Church Administrator 
office@stmichaelselca.com 

Natalie Romero, Director of Children, Youth, & Family 
Ministries 
youth@st]ichaelselca.com 

Max Gouette, Communications Associate 
Communication@stmichaelselca.com 

 

 
Thomas Bartsch, Organist 

Jill Schendel, Pianist 

Karen Wilkerson, St. Michael’s Singer’s Choir Director 

Charles Preis, Chapel Ringer’s Bell Choir Director 

Cory Bock, Youth Music Director 
cory@stmichaelselca.com 

Pa Jar Yang, Nursery Atendant 

Levi Lindquist & Jerry Romero Banda, Custodians 

Torin Froslee & Abby Nelson 
Weekend Custodians 

Peggy Mehen, Administra�ve Assistant 
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