
 

 

April 19, 2020 

Opening Prayer, adapted from a prayer by Moira Laidlaw 

Gracious God, we give thanks for your presence in Jesus Christ, as we look to the ways 

that through him the light of your love shines on, illuminating the places where you are 

present. As the bewildered disciples pondered the stories of your appearance, you 

placed yourself in the midst of their fear and doubt with your word of peace. You 

showed them the appalling marks of evil pierced on your hands and feet. You opened 

their minds to new understandings and a vision for what might yet be. This day we pray 

that you would increase our understanding, open our minds and allow us to see your 

hope even amidst closed rooms and points of despair. Speak your word of peace to us 

and let your love shine in our lives. May this worship which we offer in your name be a 

worthy response to your love and your grace poured out for us and this world you love. 

Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People 

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join with the people of 

God in all places and times, praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

Open the doors we close, O God, when we fear those who worship you in different ways. 

Guide us to unity and harmony so that we may come to respect and cherish our 

commonalities with other Christians; and work together with people of all faiths to 

address the issues facing the lives of people and the health of the planet.   

Open the rooms we lock, O God, to those who live without a homeland or place of 

safety. We pray for those detained in our own country; those who flee warfare, gangs 

and cartels, drought, and persecution.  We pray that generous nations offer refuge and 

peace for all.  



Open the hearts we close, O God, to the cries of those in pain. We pray for those 

isolated physically or emotionally through incarceration, addiction, mental illness, 

chronic suffering, grief, and those in confined in senior apartments and care facilities.  

This day we pray for all in need especially Kathy Callinan, Jennette Wasmund, Lloyd 

Mart, and we pray for the families in our congregation expecting children amidst the 

current pandemic.  

Open the ways of love, O God, in the pursuit of peace throughout the world, and bless 

the efforts of churchworkers abroad, healthcare professionals, activists for women and 

children, and relief workers, especially those who find themselves in harm’s way. And we 

pray for all essential workers and those who strive to provide services risking their own 

health.   

Open the way to eternal life, O God, as we remember those who have died in faith we 

lift up Jane LaFroth and David Norrgard as they remember the life of a beloved sister-in-

law and friend.  Free us from the fear of death, that we embrace the peace you have 

promised.  

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place these prayers and the prayers 

of our hearts into you loving care care; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Benediction 

"Peace be with you," Jesus said to his disciples gathered in a room millenia ago. 

"Peace be with you," Jesus says to us this day in our scattered dwelling places and 

rooms. 

Wherever we are and whatever we experience, God continues to meet us with a word of 

peace and to sends us as witnesses of God’s hope and promise for others. 

Remember this and each day you are sent to live in hope and promise. 

Even when you wonder, doubt, or long to find words, God enters in to let you know that 

you are not alone and offers a word of strength and peace.   

Dwell in that peace today and be to others a sign of God’s promise in the world as we 

walk in the ways of Jesus. 

Amen. 

 

 


