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Worship News 

• Wednesday evening Community Meals at 5:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 
• Wednesday Evening Prayer Services at 6:10 p.m. in the Courtyard Room 
• Sunday School on Sundays at 9:10 a.m. 
• Religion in Life on Sundays at 11:10 a.m. in the Courtyard Room 

October Worship Schedule 
Wednesday, October 1 

• Evening Prayer in the Courtyard Room 
• 6:10 p.m. 

Sunday, October 5 
• Worship in the Sanctuary 
• 10:00 a.m. 
• Live Streamed & Recorded 

Wednesday, October 8 
• Evening Prayer in the Courtyard Room 
• 6:10 p.m. 

Sunday, October 12 
• Worship in the Sanctuary 
• 10:00 a.m. 
• ASL Interpreta�on (tenta�ve) 
• Live Streamed & Recorded 

Wednesday, October 15 
• Evening Prayer in the Courtyard Room 
• 6:10 p.m.

 
 
 
Sunday, October 19 

• Worship in the Sanctuary 
• 10:00 a.m. 
• Live Streamed & Recorded 

Wednesday, October 22 
• Evening Prayer in the Courtyard Room 
• 6:10 p.m. 

Sunday, October 26 
• Worship in the Sanctuary 
• 10:00 a.m. 
• ASL Interpreta�on (tenta�ve) 
• Live Streamed & Recorded 

Wednesday, October 29 
• Evening Prayer in the Courtyard Room 
• 6:10 p.m. 

Live-Streamed Services 
Each Sunday, our service will be live-streamed. Subscribe to the St. Michael’s YouTube Channel to 
watch worship live on Sunday mornings if you are not able to come in person. 
Watch your Friday Flyer for a copy of the Bulletin to download and follow along, as well as the link to 
the live service. Streamed services will also be recorded and posted on Sunday evening on our website 
https://www.stmichaelselca.com/ for viewing at your convenience Scan the QR Code to go to the St. 
Michael’s Channel: 

ASL in Worship 
We are working to provide regular ASL Interpretation in worship on the 2nd at 4th Sundays of the month. We are also 
working to provide occasional interpretation for Wednesday Evening Prayer. Please contact the church office for an 
updated schedule of interpreters.   

Worship Volunteers Are Needed!  
Volunteers are needed to serve as ushers, lectors, communion deacons, and fellowship hosts. These are 
great opportunities for folks of all ages - families are encouraged to sign up together! Head to 
www.stmichaelselca.com and click “Volunteer” to access signups.  

  

Worship & Education Schedule 
 

https://www.stmichaelselca.com/
http://www.stmichaelselca.com/
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Religion in Life 
Sundays, 11:10 a.m. 
Religion In Life (St. Michael’s adult education forum) resumes with a fantastic line-up this fall. This is a great 
opportunity to join others from the congregation and community in learning about and discussing a variety of 
topics—from Bible and theology, to Community Life and Justice Issues, to Health, Wellness, Spirituality, and Art. 

Religion in Life will begin at 11:10 a.m. in the courtyard room.  Additionally, we plan to live-stream and record many 
of the Religion in Life sessions so that they are available to a broader audience and can be viewed at other times.  
Sessions can be found on our YouTube channel or website (under Education/Online Religion in Life) 

Schedule for October 
Sunday, October 5  
 Grace - Some find it amazing, some find it appalling! (Part 2) the Rev. Roland Hayes 
 When we read the Gospels, it’s clear that Jesus believed grace was a central feature of God’s 

very nature. Not surprisingly then, grace not only figured prominently in Jesus’ teaching, but 
was something he embodied throughout his life and death. Yet while many found Jesus’ 
stories of grace to be amazing and lifegiving, others were utterly appalled. The same is true 
today. Why is that? What about grace results in such divergent and polarizing responses? 
More importantly, what role does grace play in our lives, especially when it comes to 
forgiveness? 

 It is always a delight to welcome back Roland Hayes, who served as Senior Pastor at St. Michael’s for thirty-eight 
years.  Roland brings a wealth of knowledge from his years of ministry and engagement with Scripture, theology, 
and life experience. 

October 12  
Journey with “Professional Road Tripper” Mikah Meyer in his exploration of Nature, Faith, 
and Knowing yourself. Mikah Meyer 
In Canyon Chorus, world record traveler and Lutheran pastor's kid Mikah Meyer and his 
mentor Larry journey down Utah's Green River through Desolation Canyon, on a river rafting 
trip centered around joy and recognizing the important people in our lives. Part of the story 
involves Mikah's journey to all 400+ National Park Service sites and a twist you won’t see 
coming. And hear Mikah share about the importance of celebrating who we are, as Lutherans 
and beyond. 

National Parks Expert, Mikah Meyer, has been described as a “Professional Road Tripper” by 
REI, but he’s much more than that: A classically trained singer, social media personality, and 
frequent guest speaker.  Raised as a Lutheran preacher’s kid in the flat state of Nebraska, Mikah is passionate about 
exploring all types of outdoor locations, and helping people of divergent backgrounds find joy and common ground 
through their shared love of nature.  A Minneapolis resident, Mikah is the creator of the Outside Safe Space 
symbol, which is sold at park gift shops and recreation stores including REI nationwide, and is currently being worn 
by over 100,000 people in the United States as a non-verbal signifier of LGBTQ+ allyship in outdoor, rural, and 
active spaces. He has been featured by The Today Show, NPR, Late Night with Seth Meyers, The Guardian, and 
National Geographic Traveler. 

October 19  
The Public’s Health and Wellbeing: What’s Next? Dr. John R. Finnegan 

The news is plastered with what is happening (or not happening) in the world of public 
health—from massive changes and exits at the Center for Disease Control, to debates around 
vaccinations, to reduction in federal dollars for research and health care.  This leaves us 
wondering how do we address public health and the common good.  Today Dr. John Finnegan 
joins us to look at where we are at with public health and thoughts around what is next. 

John Finnegan is Professor and Dean Emeritus of the University of Minnesota School of Public 
Health. As a former journalist, he joined the school in 1980, specializing in health communication and prevention of 
heart disease through community campaigns. He joined the faculty in 1986 and developed a research and teaching 
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program in health communication media campaigns applied in many areas of public health. In 2004, he was 
appointed the school’s Interim Dean, and Professor & Dean in 2005. He served in that role until retiring in February 
2022. In his presentation, he will discuss the current political landscape and the challenges it poses to improving 
the public’s health both here at home and around the globe. 

October 26  
Israel & Palestine. Ruben Slomianski 

Ruben is a Jewish American whose family members include people who died as a result of the pogroms of the early 
20th Century and the Holocaust, and also now includes family members who suffer under occupation in the West 
Bank. He is an artist and advocate for human rights and justice for Palestinians, and has been active with Jewish 
Voice for Peace Twin Cities Chapter and the MN-BDS Community for several years. 

This Sunday we spend time learning and engaging in conversation around Israel and Palestine with current 
challenges and also hope for the future. 

 
Future Speakers & Topics 
November 2 Ambiguous Loss Dr. Tai Mendenhall 
November 9 Difficult Conversations & the Opportunity to Build Bridges the Rev. Jared Morey 
November 16 Project Success: Making a Difference in the lives of our Youth & Communities Adrienne Dircks 
November 23 Fraud: Preventing Financial Vulnerability Dr. Marti Deliema 

November 30 Harlots or Heroines: The Women in Jesus’ Genealogy in the Gospel of Matthew (Part 1) 
December 7 (Part 2) Dr. Diane Jacobson 
December 14 A Complicated Pregnancy: The Story of Mary Dr. Kyle Roberts 
December 21 Holiday Carols, Stories, and Traditions 
 Join Karen Wilkerson, Tom Bartsch, and Chuck Hanson in the fellowship hall following worship & and the children’s 

Christmas pageant as we celebrate with cookies, cider, hot chocolate, carols, and the stories of Christmases past. 
 

Lunch on the Lawn was held on September 7th following worship with over 135 people in attendance. 

With Sympathy 
On September 7th, St. Michael’s member, Cindy Leonard, passed away after a long journey with Alzheimer’s. Her 
memorial service will be held at St. Michael’s on Friday, October 3rd, at 2:30 p.m. with refreshments to follow. A 
visitation will be held one hour prior to the memorial service. 

Our prayers for Cindy’s family continue in this time of grief and loss.   

With Joy 
Carlo Gardner Smith, child of Pat and Frieda, was baptized on Sunday, September 28th. Please continue to pray for 
him as he grows in faith!  

With Thanks 
Thank you to everyone for praying for me and for bringing me a meal. I so appreciate your care and 
concern in these difficult times of illness and now of recovery from those illnesses. Thank you so much for 
your prayers. I pray for you often and am so appreciative of your prayers for me, 

Blessings, Mary Vorhes 
  

Life of the Congregation 
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Standing in Need of God’s Grace 
In an Encyclical Letter titled Fratelli Tutti, the late Pope Francis shares a story of his eponym, 
Saint Francis of Assisi. The story recounts how Saint Francis takes it on himself to travel and 
visit Sultan Malik-el-Kamil in Egypt.  This trip held great difficulty and hardship given Saint 
Francis’ vow of poverty and limited resources, the distance to be traveled, the differences in 
language, culture, and religion, and the reality that this trip was taking place during the 
Crusades.  Yet, Saint Francis believed himself called by God to undertake this venture and live 
in love for all his brothers and sisters.  Beyond the hardships, Saint Francis was committed to 
meet with the Sultan and he wanted to instill in his followers a similar commitment, that if 
they found themselves surrounded by those from a different religion and culture or with no 
religion at all, they were to, without renouncing their own faith or beliefs, not “engage in 
arguments or disputes, but to be subject to every human creature for God’s sake.” Through 

this story, Saint Francis demonstrates an extraordinary commitment to meet others in a spirit of compassion; he lived 
into a radical call that hostility or conflict be avoided and that humility and respect for one’s fellow humans—
siblings—be shown. 

As we move into the month of October we quickly encounter the Feast Day of Saint Francis of Assisi on October 4th. 
Often we associate this man of faith with his call to care for creation and its creatures.  There are celebrations of the 
earth and its elements, there are animal blessings, there are commitments to live more simply, to share what we 
have for the sake of our planet.  Yet, this year I am drawn to his profound call to live as subject to one another—to 
humanity—in humility and mutual care. 

Over the last five weeks we have seen three significant school shootings, we have seen the assassination of a public 
figure, we have seen immigrants treated terribly, there have been at least two boats blown up in the Caribbean 
without any sense of due process, there are insinuations made in the Minneapolis mayoral race to denigrate other 
candidates, people are being fired for having opinions about current events and people, and I often don’t dare go to 
anyone’s comment sections in the newspapers or on Facebook.  We live amidst escalating tension and outright anger. 

Listening to Saint Francis, I wonder what it means to hold fast to who I am and what I stand for as a follower of Jesus 
and to be faithful enough to not engage in arguments or disputes with those different from me—those who worship 
different gods, those whose god is power or money, those who have no god. Am I able to seek the higher ground? 

Some days it works.  And some days I fail miserably. 

Over the recent days and weeks it has been difficult for me to hear people extol the virtues of figures like James 
Dobson (founder of Focus on the Family) or Charlie Kirk (founder of Turning Point and right-wing activist) who have 
recently died.  Both Dobson and Kirk have espoused beliefs and said things that  have done incredible harm to people 
I know and communities I am a part of.  Is there a way for me to recognize significant differences while not needing 
to argue or dispute? 

Likewise, I have found myself frustrated by political figures on the left and right who utilize current events for self-
promotion or personal gain.  Is there a way to acknowledge this while still striving to see these people as brothers 
and sisters of a shared humanity? 

As a Lutheran there is a significant theological claim that helps shape my worldview, and that is a theology of the 
cross.  That every single person is laid bare at the foot of the cross.  It is at the cross that all of our wrongs, our hurtful 
language, our failures are made known in the light of God and it is at the foot of the cross that God meets us with the 
greatest of love and grace.  At the foot of the cross I stand alongside all others in need of God’s grace.  This helps me 
lean into humility. 

Additionally, as Lutherans we proclaim that we are simultaneously saint and sinner—we are wonderful and 
beloved…and we are messy and broken.  When I reflect on this paradox I can hold the tension that Charlie Kirk was a 
good father and husband, that he inspired any number of folks…and that he did significant harm to women, African-

Pastor’s Letter 
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Americans, LGBTQIA+ individuals, immigrants, and others—he was simultaneously saint and sinner.  I am 
simultaneously saint and sinner.  It is precisely there that God meets us. 

It’s easier when we experience God’s work on this side of the grave; that is, we see visible signs of transformation in a 
person’s life and have a sense of God’s redeeming power.  Yet, I trust that God continues working on the other side of 
the grave and brings us to the fullness of life. 

As I heed Jesus’ call to love one another, or Saint Francis’ call to go to meet those who are different, and enter into 
relationship without argument or dispute, I need to do so in light of what I understand God has already done on the 
cross and in light of seeing people who are like me—saint and sinner—standing in need of God’s grace. 

Jumping into October I give thanks for Saint Francis who reminds us of the call to meet humanity in faith and 
openness; and I give thanks for Martin Luther (whom we will remember at the end of the month on Reformation 
Sunday) who calls us to see in ourselves and others both the saintliness and sinfulness that brings us humbly to the 
cross where God meets us again and again in grace.  Precisely there God goes to work to make new life and new 
relationships possible.  

In the promise of communities and a world made new, we begin again. 
~Pr. Brad 

Chapel Ringers 
The adult bell choir is looking for more players. (We call people “players” because Play = Fun!) 
It’s a fun group of people, and it will be even more fun with you in it. (Former Youth Bell members…This Especially 
Means You!) 

We rehearse Thursdays from 6:00-7:15 and play on the 1st Sunday of the month and Christmas Eve. Contact Charlie 
Preis. 

Band of Angels 
If you haven’t played your band or orchestra instrument in years, then it’s time to oil up those valves, put on a new 
reed, tighten up those strings and PLAY! Everyone from Middle school on up is welcome!  

We will be playing at the service on November 16th (rehearsals after the services on Nov 2 & 9). Contact Charlie Preis. 

St. Michael’s Singers 
Our adult choir is always open to new members. Everyone is welcome: high school through old school, and every 
school in between! All musical skill levels are currently represented in the choir, from those that read music to those 
who listen and learn. We welcome all. No audition, unless you want one!  
If you are interested, please send an email to Karen Wilkerson, director or just walk in the choir room door!  We 
rehears Wednesdays, 7:00pm to 8:30pm 

 
Children’s  
Music 
Contact   
Cory Bock 

  

Music News 
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Confirmation News 
October 1 Class @ 7pm in the Fellowship Hall 
October 8 Class @ 7pm in the Fellowship Hall 
October 15 NO CLASS 
October 22 Class @ 7pm in the Fellowship Hall 
October 29 Class @ 7pm in the Fellowship Hall 
October 30  Confirmation Retreat Parent Meeting – 7:00 p.m. in Courtyard Room 
  This is for students in 7th -8th grade  

If your child misses a confirmation class, make sure they fill out a worship notes form the next time they are in 
worship! Worship notes are available in the Narthex near the confirmation pictures.  

Grown-Up Youth Group  
Once a month, parents of confirmation students are invited for a “grown up youth group” gathering with Pastor Brad 
during the confirmation hour at a nearby restaurant or coffee shop. The time will be spent connecting with other 
parents and discussing the topic youth will be discussing that night in their class. 

The first gathering will be held on October 1st at Centro in Roseville from 7 – 7:50 p.m.  
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10th Grade Students  
Those students who have completed the 
confirmation program and desire to be confirmed 
should plan to attend the following 10th grade 
capstone experiences: 

• Sunday, October 5th 12:30 – 2:00 p.m. 
Capstone 2: Worship Planning and Faith 
Project Wrap Up 

• Wednesday, October 22nd 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. 
Capstone 3: Faith Project Party & Worship 
Rehearsal  

 
 
 
 

 

Social Ministry Calendar  
Serving at St. Michael’s in the coming month: 
October 8 & 22  Quilting and Bandage Rolling 
9:00 a.m. Fellowship Hall. Volunteers from the congregation meet to piece and assemble quilts to go to veterans, 
children, and the seniors at St. Michael’s.  Another team also creates bandage rolls from old sheets that can be sent 
with medical supplies to places in need of medical support around the world.  

October 12  Sandwich Making for Union Gospel Mission  
Gather between 9:10-9:40 a.m. in the Serving Area & Kitchen to assemble sandwiches.  
People of all ages are invited to gather prior to worship to make sandwiches for Union Gospel Mission.  This a great 
way to serve and support a local organization!  

October 14  Keystone Mobile Food Truck Distribution  
2:00-4:00 p.m. in Circle Drive (west side of the church)  
Partnering with Keystone Food Shelf, St. Michael’s volunteers assist in welcoming and hosting individuals and 
households utilizing the Keystone Mobile Food truck. With the food truck, people are able to “shop” and select the 
foods that work best for their needs. St. Michael’s provides at least three volunteers to assist with hosting and 
shopping with community members. 

Daily - Panera Bread Ministry  
Evening pick-up at Rosedale Panera; Morning bagging at St. Michael’s Kitchen  
Volunteers “rescue” the bread and baked goods at the end of the day from Panera and bring them to church, so that 
they can be bagged and taken to area organizations where they will be distributed to individuals and families.  

Every Meal starts back up this month with the first distribution on Friday, October 3rd! The schedule for the year can 
be found on Sign-up Genius.  As part of this outreach St. Michael’s Volunteers distribute food at Parkview Center 
School on Fridays during the school year, in order that children and youth have meals they can prepare at home over 
the weekend.  If you are interested in getting involved during the 2025-2026 school year please reach out to Pastor 
Brad. 

  

Social Ministry 
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Save the Date! 
November 17  Loaves & Fishes 
Teams from St. Michael’s shop for, prepare, and serve a meal in South Minneapolis.  You can sign up online via Sign-
up Genius or call the church office. This service opportunity is a great way for people of all ages 9 and older to serve 
in the community, as we help to serve a hot and delicious meal in South Minneapolis. 

We serve at Holy Rosary/Santo Rosario, 2424 18th Ave. S., Minneapolis. 
Food Preparation Team arrives at 1:45 a.m. 
Serving Team arrives at 4:15-4:30 p.m. 

Winter Wear Drive—October 15-November 23 
The Social Ministry Team is kicking off the Winter Wear Drive for Roseville Area School students on Wednesday, 
October 15th and will conclude this drive on Sunday, November 23rd.  This will allow us to get hats, gloves, scarves, 
snow pants, coats, boots, and other winter wear items to the students as the weather gets colder. 

The school social workers have requested new or gently used snow pants and snow boots - envision little ones from 
pre-k through middle school who go out for recess, or high schoolers walking to school who could use wind pants and 
water-proof boots.  New or gently used hats and gloves will also be accepted, but the greatest need is for snow pants 
and boots. 

Thank you for helping to make winter better for our community’s children and youth.  To donate, please bring your 
items to church and place them in the box next to the narthex door. 

Guatemala Partnership 

Brimhall Reading Program  
Would you like to make a real difference in the life of a kindergartener or a first through fifth grader by reading or 
doing math for 15 or 20 minutes a week on Wednesdays? Interested volunteers will be asked to attend an 
orientation on October 29th. Volunteers will be asked to assist with reading in either a Kindergarten, first or second-
grade classroom for 15 minutes or assist with reading and/or math in a third, fourth, or fifth-grade classroom for 20 
minutes. The commitment would be from November 10, 2025, to May 2026 at Brimhall Elementary School. You are 
asked to commit to 22 of the 27 academic weeks. 

If you are a returning volunteer and you want to stay with the same student you had last year, you may contact 
Brimhall School directly and let them know. 

If you are interested or want to learn more, please get in touch with Mike Gregory. 

Help a kid learn to read, and that child will be able to read to know for the rest of their life. 



October 2025  Page | 13 

Esther Circle  
The Esther Circle is a community of women who gather for connection, conversation, and fun! The group generally 
meets monthly on the first Tuesday of the month at 10:00 a.m.  

The next Esther Circle meeting is on October 7th at Carol Leader’s. 

Our focus for the year is Table Traditions -- we will share stories from the tables of our lives (the host(s) of each 
monthly gathering will share food and the meaning or memory of that food from their lives) and together we will dig 
into the stories of tables and food in scripture! Join us! 

Faith in Daily Life—Resumes on September 3rd 
Faith in Daily Life groups read a variety of books focusing on theology, scripture, current 
events, and topics facing the church and world today. It is an opportunity to connect 
with others in learning, conversation, and faith. 

In October, there are two FIDL groups.  One group will meet on the first Wednesday of 
the month at Olive Garden (1525 County Road C West, Roseville) at 12:00 p.m.; the 
second will be meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at St. Michael’s in 
Classroom 1 at 12:00 p.m. 

September dates: 
Group 1: October 1 Olive Garden 
Group 2: October 8 St. Michael’s 

We will continue reading Debie Thomas’ book, A Faith of Many Rooms: 
Inhabiting a More Spacious Christianity.  For this month we will read 
Chapter 6: Getting Saved-Sin through the end of the book. 

In November we will turn to a new book The Great Search: Turning to Earth & Soul in the Quest for 
Healing and Home by John Philip Newell.  We will read the first section for the November gatherings.  

Thursday Morning Bible Study—Resumes on September 4th 
9:30 a.m. Thursday Mornings 
Thursday morning Bible study takes place from 9:30 a.m.-10:30ish a.m.  The Bible study is often led by Pastor Brad 
(with Pastor Ali and other guest teachers jumping in throughout the year).  

Most weeks, the class focuses on the lectionary texts for the upcoming Sunday. On occasion, we will delve into 
particular books of the Bible, a theme or narrative found in scripture, or highlight the works of various scholars as 
they think about the texts.  Feel free to join this fall as we kick off the new program year. 

Feel free to join this fall as we kick off the new program year. 

October 2 
Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 Wicked surround the righteous; wait for the LORD 
Psalm 37:1-9  Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust in the LORD.  
2 Timothy 1:1-14 Guard the treasure entrusted to you: faith and love in Christ 
Luke 17:5-10  Faith the size of a mustard seed 

October 9 
2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c Naaman washes in the Jordan and is cleansed 
Psalm 111  I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart. 
2 Timothy 2:8-15 If we die with Christ, we will live with Christ 
Luke 17:11-19  One leper made clean by Jesus gives thanks to God 

Study and Fellowship Opportunities 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-10-2/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-10-2/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-10-2/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-10-2/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-10-9/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-10-9/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-10-9/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-10-9/0
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October 16  
Genesis 32:22-31 Jacob’s struggle with the angel: I’ll not let go until you bless me 
Psalm 121  My help comes from the LORD, the maker of heaven and earth. 
2 Timothy 3:14—4:5 In the presence of Christ the judge, proclaim the message 
Luke 18:1-8  The widow begs for justice; God grants justice to all who cry out 

October 23  
Jeremiah 31:31-34 I will write my law in their hearts, says the LORD 
Psalm 46  The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
Romans 3:19-28 Justified by God’s grace as a gift 
John 8:31-36  Jesus says, Continue in my word and you will know the truth 

October 30 
Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18 The holy ones of the Most High shall receive the kingdom 
Psalm 149  Sing the LORD’s praise in the assembly of the faithful. 
Ephesians 1:11-23 God raised Christ from the dead, placing him over all 
Luke 6:20-31  Jesus speaks blessings and woes 

Yoga Devotion  
If you would like to try a free class to learn more about yoga, please contact Deb Legan for the zoom link and join us. 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-10-16/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-10-16/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-10-16/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-10-16/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-10-23/20138
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-10-23/20138
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-10-23/20138
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-10-23/20138
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-10-30/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-10-30/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-10-30/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-10-30/0
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Men’s Bible and Brew 
Thursday, October 23th 7:00-8:30 p.m. 
This month Men’s Bible & Brew will be venturing out to another local 
brewery.  This time we will be meeting at High Pines Brewing 
Company/The Tipsy Steer, located at 2704 Snelling Ave. in Roseville (note this is on the side road across from the 
Olive Garden and US Bank). 

In the midst of Oktoberfest and in preparation for Reformation we will be discussing a German of note, with the topic 
of the life and times of Martin Luther.  Maybe we’ll even sing a rousing version of “A Mighty Fortress”! 

Thanks to all who made their way to Jack Molin’s cabin in September.  Great to have time together on Lake 
Minnetonka.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Desserters II Book Discussion Group 
Here's what the Desserters II Book Discussion Group will be reading this fall: 

Oct. 28, 2025 American Midnight by Adam Hochschild 
Subtitled The Great War, a Violent Peace, and Democracy's 
Forgotten Crisis, 1917-1921 was a period of violence. It fueled a 
backlash against dissent, resulting in censorship, attacks on labor 
activists, immigrants, and a rise in racism and nativism.  

Nov. 18, 2025 A Fever in the Heartland by Timothy Egan 
An historical thriller that tells the story of the Ku Klux Klan's rise to  
power in the 1920s, their plot to take over America, and the 
woman who stopped them. 

All are welcome 
Meetings: 7:00 in Classroom 1 at the church 
Desserts are provided. BYOB 
Contact Verena Larson with questions?  

Jan. 27, 2026 The Frozen River by Ariel Lawhon, 
Feb. 24, 2026 The Cello Still Sings by Janet Horvath 
Mar. 24, 2026 Where They Last Saw Her by Marcie R Rendon 
Apr. 28, 2026 An Unfinished Love Story by Doris Kearns Goodwin 
May 19, 2026 Where Rivers Part: A story of My Mother's Life by Kao Kalia Yang 
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2026 Stewardship Campaign  

 
Since our founding in 1953, St. Michael’s has been committed to making tangible the love of God in the world. 
Through worship, learning, fellowship, and service we know that Hope Happens Here!  

Your generosity has an immense impact on the congregation and our community. Knowing your estimated financial 
giving for the next calendar year helps us make plans for ministry. 

You can share your 2026 pledge information in three ways:  

• Return the financial giving leter provided in your 2026 Stewardship Packet to church. These packets are 
mailed out at the end of September. A Stewardship Box will be in the Sanctuary during the month of October 
to drop your pledge in.  

• Provide your pledge informa�on online at www.stmichaelselca.com/stewardship  
• Call the church office with your es�mated pledge amount for 2026 (651) 631-1510 

Please provide your pledge information by October 26 

Thank you for all your gifts – in time, talent, and treasures - each one will spread hope within our congregation and 
beyond! 
 
 

A Church at Work 
 

http://www.stmichaelselca.com/stewardship
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Church Council Corner 
The Church Council met on Tuesday, September 9, on Zoom. Ginger Fairchild, vice president, called the meeting to 
order with Belinda Cline sharing the opening devotion. 

The minutes from the meeting held on August 10th were approved. 

The pastors also shared membership updates including the recent death of Cindy Leonard and plans for a new 
member class this fall.  Additionally, thank you notes from several organizations including LSS-Minnesota, Global 
Refuge, and Roseville Area Schools were shared. 

The Finance Committee liaisons shared financial updates.  At this point in the year we are tracking well.  We hope to 
continue this trend throughout the fall. 

The Church Council also allocated benevolence gifts, honoring the work and commitment of our Capital Campaign.  
$10,000 was allocated to Lutheran Social Services of Minnesota for the new LSS Center in the Frogtown/Rondo 
neighborhood, which will serve as a community center with outreach services as well as moving Rezek House and 
youth transitional housing to upper floors; $5,000 was allocated to Lutheran Campus Ministry Twin Cities as they 
work with Grace University Lutheran Church to expand space for campus ministry in the church’s remodel; $5,000 
was allocated to Iglesia Luterana Agustina de Guatemala as part of a matching campaign to support ongoing efforts. 

Following these actions the committees provided reports and updates.  The meeting adjourned at 8:58 p.m. 

The next meeting will be held on October 14th at 7:00 p.m. 

2025 Budget Overview and Financial Update 
Annual Budget 
Income $884,977*  
Expenses $884,977 
Balance $0 

The August Giving Income was the smallest yet this year at $39,176 compared to our budget expectation of $61,053 
this month. However, the year-to-date total income still exceeds the year-to-date total expenses by $27,483. We 
hope the income numbers rebound in September with the start of the program year. 

*At the Annual Meeting on February 2, 2025, the congregation approved the use of 
Reserve Funds to balance the budget, if needed at the end of the year. This is included 
in the Annual Approved budget of $884,977.  
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Online Giving & Mobile Giving 
Did you know that you can pay for an event or set up a 
recurring automatic gift to support the work of St. 
Michael's? Authorization forms are available from the 
church office or follow this link: 
https://www.stmichaelselca.com/givenow.html 

Vanco also has a mobile App as another method to set up a payment or a recurring automatic gift to support the 
work of St. Michael's. Download the Vanco Mobile App from the App Store and search for "St. Michael's Lutheran 
Church". 

The above QR code takes you to our Donate Now page on our website. 

St. Michael’s is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 
St. Michael’s Lutheran Church lives out God’s grace and love for all people. Faithful to the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, we welcome those who have been part of church communities, those 
who have no previous church experience, and those who have felt excluded by the Church 
because of their race or ethnicity, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, physical or mental 

capabilities, financial resources, or family circumstances. In this witness, we seek reconciliation, healing, and 
wholeness. As a diverse people we are  empowered by the Holy Spirit to live and work together for God’s promised 
day of justice, peace, and mercy. 

Low-Scent Environment 
St. Michael’s Lutheran Church strives to maintain a scent-free/minimal-scent environment for the comfort of staff, 
congregation members, and visitors who have environmental sensitivities. Knowing that scents can trigger 
headaches, respiratory difficulties, dizziness, and nausea in sensitive individuals, it is the church’s goal to be a place of 
welcome for all. Please refrain from using scented candles, room sprays, and scent packs or melts in the 
building. Additionally, scented body sprays, lotions, or perfume can be overwhelming for some individuals and can 
deter them from participating in events. Please consider refraining from or limiting the use of scented personal 
products. 
*We recognize that certain cleaning products, items used in worship services (particularly some flowers), and hygiene 
products have fragrances/scents.  The congregation will work to limit the use of such scented items. 

Land acknowledgement 
The ELCA has published “A Declaration of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America to American Indian and Alaska 
Native People,” in which the church confesses its sins toward Indigenous peoples and lists the commitments it will 
begin working toward as it responds to its original “Repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery” from 2016. 

Not getting your Friday Flyer? 
Is our weekly e-newsletter, the Friday Flyer, not showing up in your primary inbox? First check your other 
inbox folders called Promotions or Spam. Then contact Lisa Koland and we will reconnect you! 

Making the Messenger Green 
If you prefer to read your upcoming issues of St. Michael’s monthly Messenger newsletter in your email or 
on our church website instead of having a paper copy mailed to you, please notify the church office.  
Got something for the November Messenger?  
The Messenger submission deadline is Friday, October 17, 2025 

St. Michael’s Lutheran Church is located on the original and ancestral homeland of the Dakota 
people, and we give thanks for their presence here since time immemorial. We also wish to 
recognize and honor all our indigenous siblings who have and continue to call this land their home.  

 

https://www.stmichaelselca.com/givenow.html
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St. Michael’s Staff Directory 
St. Michael’s Lutheran  
www.stmichaelselca.com , 651-631-1510 

Ali Ferin, Co-Pastor 
ali@stmichaelselca.com 

Brad Froslee, Co-Pastor 
brad@stmichaelselca.com 

Lisa Koland, Church Administrator 
office@stmichaelselca.com 

Natalie Romero, Director of Children, Youth, & Family 
Ministries 
youth@st]ichaelselca.com 

Max Gouette, Communications Associate 
Communication@stmichaelselca.com 

 

 
Thomas Bartsch, Organist 

Jill Schendel, Pianist 

Karen Wilkerson, St. Michael’s Singer’s Choir Director 

Charles Preis, Chapel Ringer’s Bell Choir Director 

Cory Bock, Youth Music Director 
cory@stmichaelselca.com 

Pa Jar Yang, Nursery Atendant 

Levi Lindquist & Jerry Romero Banda, Custodians 

Torin Froslee & Abby Nelson 
Weekend Custodians 

Peggy Mehen, Administra�ve Assistant 

 

http://www.stmichaelselca.com/
mailto:ali@stmichaelselca.com
mailto:brad@stmichaelselca.com
mailto:office@stmichaelselca.com
mailto:youth@stmichaelselca.com
mailto:Communication@stmichaelselca.com
mailto:cory@stmichaelselca.com

