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Worship News 

• Wednesday evening Community Meals at 5:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 
• Wednesday Evening Prayer Services at 6:10 p.m. in the Courtyard Room 
• Sunday School on Sundays at 9:10 a.m. 
• Religion in Life on Sundays at 11:10 a.m. in the Courtyard Room 

November Worship Schedule 
Wednesday, November 5 

• Evening Prayer in the Courtyard Room 
• 6:10 p.m. 

Sunday, November 9 
• Worship in the Sanctuary 
• 10:00 a.m. 
• Live Streamed & Recorded 

Wednesday, November 12 
• Evening Prayer in the Courtyard Room 
• 6:10 p.m. 

Sunday, November 16 
• Worship in the Sanctuary 
• 10:00 a.m. 
• Live Streamed & Recorded 

Wednesday, November 19 
• Evening Prayer in the Courtyard Room 
• 6:10 p.m.

 
 
 
Sunday, November 23 

• Worship in the Sanctuary 
• 10:00 a.m. 
• Live Streamed & Recorded 

Wednesday, November 26 
• Thanksgiving Eve Worship in the Sanctuary 
• 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday, November 30 
• Worship in the Sanctuary 
• 10:00 a.m. 
• Live Streamed & Recorded 

  

Worship & Education Schedule 
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Live-Streamed Services 
Each Sunday, our service will be live-streamed. Subscribe to the St. Michael’s YouTube Channel to watch 
worship live on Sunday mornings if you are not able to come in person. 
Watch your Friday Flyer for a copy of the Bulletin to download and follow along, as well as the link to the 
live service. Streamed services will also be recorded and posted on Sunday evening on our website 
https://www.stmichaelselca.com/ for viewing at your convenience Scan the QR Code to go to the St. Michael’s 
Channel. 

ASL in Worship 
We are working to provide regular ASL for Wednesday Evening Prayer. Please contact the church office for an 
updated schedule of interpreters.   

https://www.stmichaelselca.com/
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Worship Volunteers Are Needed!  
Volunteers are needed to serve as ushers, lectors, communion deacons, and fellowship hosts. These are 
great opportunities for folks of all ages - families are encouraged to sign up together! Head to 
www.stmichaelselca.com and click “Volunteer” to access signups.  

Religion in Life 
Sundays, 11:10 a.m. 
Religion In Life (St. Michael’s adult education forum) continues with a fantastic line-up. This is a great opportunity to 
join others from the congregation and community in learning about and discussing a variety of topics—from Bible 
and theology, to Community Life and Justice Issues, to Health, Wellness, Spirituality, and Art. 

Religion in Life will begin at 11:10 a.m. in the courtyard room. Many of the Religion in Life sessions will be 
live-streamed and recorded so that they are available to a broader audience and can be viewed at other 
times.  Sessions can be found on our website (under Education/Online Religion in Life)  
 https://www.stmichaelselca.com/ or Scan the QR Code to go to the St. Michael’s Channel: 
 
Schedule for November 
Sunday, November 2 

Ambiguous Loss-Learning to Cope with Unresolved Grief—Dr. Tai Mendenhall 
Ambiguous loss is a type of loss where there's no clear resolution or closure. It can be 
categorized into two types: physical absence with psychological presence, and psychological 
absence with physical presence. Examples of Physical Absence with Psychological Presence 
include: Missing Persons, Military Deployment, Immigration or Migration, and Incarceration. 
Examples of Psychological Absence with Physical Presence: Chronic Illness (e.g., Dementia, 
Alzheimer's), Mental Illness, Estrangement, Divorce or Separation. Key Characteristics 
surrounding ambiguous loss include lack of closure and uncertainty The ambiguity can delay or 
halt the grieving process, leading to unresolved grief. 

Dr. Tai Mendenhall.  Dr Mendenhall is a professor in the sociology department at the University of MN, Medical 
Family Therapist and Professor in the FSoS Couple and Family Therapy Program. He is also the Director of the 
UMN’s Citizen Professional Center and Director of the UMN’s Medical Reserve Corps’ Mental Health Disaster-
Response Teams. 

November 9 
Building Bridges in a Polarized World—the Rev. Jerad Morey 
The Rev. Jerad Morey of the Minnesota Council of Churches has gathered thousands of 
people to engage with each other on challenging issues with the help of the National 
Institute for Civil Discourse. 

His goal is to build bridges and facilitate respectful conversations on difficult topics.  The 
work provides structured, facilitated conversations designed not to change minds, but 
soften hearts. Congregations, educational institutions and community groups throughout Minnesota have engaged 
in this work. Since 2012, more than 8,500 Minnesotans have participated in over 300 Respectful Conversations on a 
variety of divisive topics, including: The amendment defining marriage, Community policing, race relations, being in 
community together after the divisive election, local impact of the conflict between Israelis and Palestinians, guns 
in Minnesota, differences between urban and rural politicians' concerns, internal concerns like budget 
management, and more. 

Th results of these speak for themselves: On average, 70% of participants report: 
"I have a stronger sense of empathy for those whose viewpoint is different from my own." 
  

http://www.stmichaelselca.com/
https://www.stmichaelselca.com/
http://www.mnchurches.org/
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Over 95% agree that: 
1) They felt listened to  
2) There was success in providing a conversation different than a polarizing debate  
3) The process would be useful in other settings 

These conversations also pay off in lasting dividends. Months after their conversation experiences, people report: 
greater awareness of their own listening attitudes, more curiosity about those they would previously have 
considered opponents, and transformed family relationships. 

We welcome Jerad to St. Michael’s to share more of his work and what it means to build bridges in a polarized 
world.  

Sunday, November 16 
Project Success: Connecting Students to their Purpose for 30+ Years—Adrienne Dircks 
Since 1994, Project Success has worked with more than 225,000 students to connect to their 
purpose – be it a calling, a career, a curiosity, a meaningful place in life. Through Project 
Success, students are more likely to: 

• Dream Big 
• Ignite Possibilities 
• Grow Exponentially 

90% of students report that Project Success helps them set goals and create a plan for after graduation. 

Today we have the opportunity to hear the story of how Project Success began, how the organization accomplishes 
their mission every day, and how Adrienne’s leadership journey has evolved over the years as she has carried out 
the mission of Project Success. 

Sunday, November 23 
Financial Exploitation of the Elderly-- Dr. Marti DeLiema 
Nearly 1 in 10 older adults are victims of financial exploitation each year. New estimates from 
the Federal Trade Commission indicate that older adults may have had $48.4 billion stolen in 
scams alone, not counting the cost of exploitation by friends and family members. The cost and 
prevalence of elder financial exploitation is on the rise as the population ages and criminals turn 
to faster, more anonymous payment systems and sophisticated deepfake technology to steal 
from victims. In this talk, Dr. DeLiema from the University of Minnesota will share about the 
factors that make older adults more likely to be targeted by financial predators. She will cover 
the deceptive persuasion tactics they use to trick consumers, and will discuss how to protect 
retirement assets from scammers. She will also cover what to do if criminals have stolen funds, 
including what information to document, where to report, and how to recover from the 
emotional costs of victimization. 

Marti DeLiema, PhD is a gerontologist and Assistant Professor in the School of Social Work at the University of 
Minnesota. An important component of aging well is avoiding financial abuse and fraud, yet victimization causes 
millions of Americans to become financially fragile in older age. Professor DeLiema studies financial victimization 
and regularly collaborates with financial institutions, AARP, the FINRA Foundation, and federal protection agencies 
to analyze victimization risk factors and to test efforts to protect consumers from fraud and abuse through 
enhanced consumer education. Her research is funded by the National Institute of Justice, the National Institute on 
Aging, the Administration for Community Living, the Social Security Administration, the Society of Actuaries, AARP, 
and the FINRA Investor Education Foundation.  

Sundays, November 30 & December 7 
Harlots or Heroines: Parts 1 & 2—Dr. Diane Jacobson 
The genealogy at the end of the Book of Ruth is tied directly to the genealogy at the 
beginning of the Gospel of Matthew. Matthew’s genealogy, unlike that in Ruth, mentions 5 
women: Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, the wife of Uriah, and Mary.  At least 2 factors bind these 
women together.  First, all but Mary are foreign women.  Second, the sexual behavior of all 
of these women is open to question.  More than this, one might say that if their sexual 
relations are taken at face value, each of these women would be immediately condemned – 
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Tamar (Genesis 38) poses as a prostitute to entice her father-in-law; Rahab (Joshua 2) is a professional 
lady-of-the-night; Ruth goes seductively to Boaz on the threshing floor; Bathsheba (2 Samuel 11) bathes on the roof 
and then sleeps with David; and Mary gets pregnant without the benefit of marriage.  And yet, with the possible 
exception of Bathsheba who is here not graced with a name, these women are not in fact harlots, but rather they 
are heroines of the faith.  These women who risk their reputations, who risk being ostracized from society, and who 
even risk potential death, made possible the perpetuation of the Davidic line and ultimately, in the Christian 
tradition, the coming of the Messiah.  The tradition, far from condemning them, preserves for these women certain 
remarkable words of praise.  

When reflecting on the inclusion of these foreign women into Jesus’ genealogy as presented in the Gospel of 
Matthew, Martin Luther emphasized the broad reach of Jesus’ saving grace which overcomes boundaries often set 
by human communities around economic status, ethnic background, origin, etc. 

Join Diane Jacobson, professor emerita at Luther Seminary, in discovering more about the women in Jesus’ 
genealogy as we move into the gospel of Matthew and the Advent season. 

Future Speakers & Topics 
December 14 A Complicated Pregnancy: The Story of Mary Dr. Kyle Roberts 
December 21 Holiday Carols, Stories, and Traditions 
 Join Karen Wilkerson, Tom Bartsch, and Chuck Hanson in the fellowship hall following worship & and the children’s 

Christmas pageant as we celebrate with cookies, cider, hot chocolate, carols, and the stories of Christmases past. 

With Sympathy 
A memorial service for Cindy Leonard was held at St. Michael’s on October 3. Please continue to keep Charlie Leonard 
and his family in your prayers as they grieve.   

With Joy 
On Reformation Sunday, October 26, 10 youth confirmed their faith. Please continue to pray for these young people 
as they continue in their faith journey:  

Andrew Bock   
James Breneman  
Everett Cramble  
Izzy Carrico  
Max Fitzel  

Jonny LeRoux  
Simon Murray  
Abby Nelson  
Lars Peterson-Hartmann  
Anna Zarambo  

St. Michael’s Memorial & Peace Garden 
Have you noticed the new updates in the Courtyard area?  In 2023, as part of his Eagle Scout project, Coen Breuch 
started initial steps in creating a Memorial & Peace Garden with a peace pole, benches, and garden work. 

Over the last two years the Property Committee and a task force at the church continued this work with the removal 
of diseased and failing trees, creation of initial designs for landscaping and a patio. Donations from several families 
and additional memorial gifts were used to further enhance this area and make those landscape and patio designs a 
reality. 

In October work was completed on the patio.  The patio includes memorial pavers that remember loved ones and 
members of St. Michael’s who have died and who have contributed memorial funds to the courtyard project. 

Life of the Congregation 
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Coffee People 
As a former barista and one who continues to rely heavily on a good dose of caffeine each 
morning, I self-identify as a “coffee person.” Hot or iced, black or with cream, lightly flavored or 
bitter and deep, I rarely refuse a cup of coffee when offered and will go to considerable lengths 
to find a good cup of coffee in any neighborhood or town I visit. 

This simple truth of my life was recently given much more meaning when asked as a spiritual 
reflection: Am I a coffee person? Last spring, my friends and I read a book together, Dancing in 
the Darkness: Spiritual Lessons for Thriving in Turbulent Times by acclaimed preacher and 
pastor of the historic Trinity United Church in Chicago, the Reverend Otis Moss III. 

The book is a short yet helpful guidepost in practicing hope during times of despair and danger 
that opens with an anecdote in the forward on spiritual resiliency. Allow me to paraphrase: 

A young woman was struggling in life and turned to her mother, asking how she would endure after experiencing 
such misfortune. Her mother led her to the kitchen, and filled three pots with water placing carrots in the first, eggs 
in the second, and coffee beans in the third. After bringing each pot to a boil, she removed the contents and placed 
them in a bowl, explaining to her daughter that while they had been subject to the same adverse conditions, each 
element reacted differently. 

The carrots had been strong, yet emerged from the water soft and weak. The eggs had been fragile but became 
hardened by the heat. The coffee beans remained the same. Instead of being altered by their surroundings, they 
changed the water in which they were boiled releasing flavor, color, and nutrients. 

“Which are you?” The mother asked her daughter? How will you respond in the face of difficulty? Will you allow your 
situation to weaken your spirit, or harden your heart? Or, will you impact the environment you are in? Are you a 
coffee person? 

The author goes on to explain how the Black church in America has been thrust into violent waters of racism, 
violence, and inequality for generations and yet transformed “waters of hatred and brutality into healing streams of 
moral and social redemption.” Otis Moss III continues this tradition and his entire book speaks words of hope, 
changing the world around him. But the coffee metaphor is what stuck with me. 

How can I cultivate spiritual resilience through practices of joy, gratitude, and compassion to infuse into my life? How 
can I guard myself against becoming complacent, discouraged, and despairing and instead commit to being a coffee 
person? 

This month as the culture shifts focus to the Thanksgiving holiday, we will be told by table decorations, TV specials, 
and paper napkins to GIVE THANKS. And while there is much to be thankful for – as I write this, a hopeful ceasefire 
deal between Israel and Hamas was just announced - there is also much to give us concern…the continued U.S. 
federal government shut down, military and ICE presence in cities, just to name a few. How do we recognize and bear 
witness to these realities while not becoming spiritually hardened or weakened? How do we impact the weary world 
around us? 

There is wisdom in the pithy greeting cards and ceramic turkeys. When we give thanks and commit to practicing 
gratitude, strengthening it as a muscle and training in gratitude each day, we can shift our mindset, build up 
resilience, and respond compassionately and generously to the needs around us. Scripture holds this truth: 

“Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.” – 1 
Thessalonians 5:18 

Gratitude will not single handedly break down systems of injustice, shatter our depression or despair, or alter the 
state of the world- but I believe it will bring us one step closer to becoming coffee people. 

~ Pr. Ali 

Pastor’s Letter 
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Chapel Ringers 
The adult bell choir is looking for more players. (We call people “players” because Play = Fun!) 
It’s a fun group of people, and it will be even more fun with you in it. (Former Youth Bell members…This Especially 
Means You!) 
We rehearse Thursdays from 6:00-7:15 and play on the 1st Sunday of the month and Christmas Eve. Contact Charlie 
Preis. 

Band of Angels 
If you haven’t played your band or orchestra instrument in years, then it’s time to oil up those valves, put on a new 
reed, tighten up those strings and PLAY! Everyone from Middle school on up is welcome!  

We will be playing at the service on November 16th (rehearsals after the services on Nov 2 & 9). Contact Charlie Preis. 

St. Michael’s Singers 
Our adult choir is always open to new members. Everyone is welcome: high school through old school, and every 
school in between! All musical skill levels are currently represented in the choir, from those that read music to those 
who listen and learn. We welcome all. No audition, unless you want one!  
If you are interested, please send an email to Karen Wilkerson, director or just walk in the choir room door!  We 
rehears Wednesdays, 7:00pm to 8:30pm 

Children’s Music 
 

  

Music News 
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Finding Connection 
This month, I attended a showing of the documentary Screenagers at Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Minneapolis. 
The film offered a powerful look at how deeply screens shape the lives of young people—and how closely technology 
use is tied to anxiety, attention, and relationships. 

What stayed with me most was how much our children and youth need community and support. They long for spaces 
where they are truly seen and valued, not just through likes or messages, but through real presence and care. 

As a parent, I was also reminded that I have to set the example. This isn’t one of those moments where we can say, 
“Do as I say, not as I do.” Our kids are watching how we balance our devices and our attention. When we model 
putting the phone down to listen, share a meal, or pray together, we show them what genuine connection looks like. 

Our faith community offers a sacred space to practice this kind of presence—to remind one 
another that our value comes from being beloved children of God. 

As a parent, I’m not perfect, and am working towards what this might look like for our family. I’m 
curious in the ways your family finding ways to connect—with each other, with your community, 
and with God—beyond the screen? What are ways we can support one another in navigating 
this rapidly changing tech world?  

With support & grace, 

Natalie Romero (she/her/hers) 
Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 
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Confirmation News 
November 5  Class @ 7pm, & “Grown Up Youth Group” at Centro   
November 12  Class @ 7pm  
November 19  Class @ 7pm  
There is no class on November 26th – join us for Thanksgiving Eve worship at 7pm!  

If your child misses a confirmation class, make sure they fill out a worship notes form the next time they are in 
worship! Worship notes are available in the Narthex near the confirmation pictures.  

Confirmation Retreat Information Session  
for 7th & 8th Grade Families  
If this if your child’s first time attending the Abundant Life Retreat and you missed the information session held at St. 
Michael’s on October 30th, make plans to attend the alternative session on November 9th at 4pm at Gustavus 
Adolphus Lutheran Church Minneapolis. 1509 27th Ave NE. This meeting is for parents/caregivers.  

Confirmation Retreat Registrations due on November 23! Register at www.abundantliferetreat.org   
Questions? Contact Pastor Ali  

Grown-Up Youth Group  
Once a month, parents of confirmation students are invited for a “grown up youth group” gathering with Pastor Brad 
during the confirmation hour at a nearby restaurant or coffee shop. The time will be spent connecting with other 
parents and discussing the topic youth will be discussing that night in their class. 

The next gathering will be held on November 5th at Centro in Roseville from 7 – 7:50 p.m.   

http://www.abundantliferetreat.org/
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Social Ministry Calendar  
Serving at St. Michael’s in the coming month: 
November 3  Rezek House Meal 
St. Michael’s volunteers and PEO (a women’s service sorority) provide meals for the youth and young adults living at 
Lutheran Social Services’ Rezek House (a home that supports transitional housing for homeless or housing-insecure 
young adults). Often teams of two individuals/households prepare a meal for 8-14 individuals and deliver the meal to 
Rezek House for their Monday evening gathering.  

November 9  Sandwich Making for Union Gospel Mission  
Gather between 9:10-9:40 a.m. in the Serving Area & Kitchen to assemble sandwiches.  
People of all ages are invited to gather prior to worship to make sandwiches for Union Gospel Mission.  This a great 
way to serve and support a local organization!  

November 11  Keystone Mobile Food Truck Distribution  
2:00-4:00 p.m. in Circle Drive (west side of the church)  
Partnering with Keystone Food Shelf, St. Michael’s volunteers assist in welcoming and hosting individuals and 
households utilizing the Keystone Mobile Food truck. With the food truck, people are able to “shop” and select the 
foods that work best for their needs. St. Michael’s provides at least three volunteers to assist with hosting and 
shopping with community members. 

November 12 & 26 Quilting and Bandage Rolling 
9:00 a.m. Fellowship Hall. Volunteers from the congregation meet to piece and assemble quilts to go to veterans, 
children, and the seniors at St. Michael’s.  Another team also creates bandage rolls from old sheets that can be sent 
with medical supplies to places in need of medical support around the world.  

November 17  Loaves & Fishes 
Teams from St. Michael’s shop for, prepare, and serve a meal in South Minneapolis.  You can sign up online via Sign-
up Genius or call the church office. This service opportunity is a great way for people of all ages 9 and older to serve 
in the community, as we help to serve a hot and delicious meal in South Minneapolis. 

We serve at Holy Rosary/Santo Rosario, 2424 18th Ave. S., Minneapolis. 
Food Preparation Team arrives at 1:45 a.m. 
Serving Team arrives at 4:15-4:30 p.m. 

Daily - Panera Bread Ministry  
Evening pick-up at Rosedale Panera; Morning bagging at St. Michael’s Kitchen  
Volunteers “rescue” the bread and baked goods at the end of the day from Panera and bring them to church, so that 
they can be bagged and taken to area organizations where they will be distributed to individuals and families.  

Fridays - Every Meal  
As part of this outreach St. Michael’s Volunteers distribute food at Parkview Center School on Fridays during the 
school year, in order that children and youth have meals they can prepare at home over the weekend.  If you are 
interested in getting involved during the 2025-2026 school year please reach out to Pastor Brad. 

Brimhall Reading Program 
Would you like to make a real difference in the life of a kindergartener or a first through fifth grader by reading or 
doing math for 15 or 20 minutes a week on Wednesdays? An Orientation was held on October 29th but if you are 
interested and missed the Orientation, please contact Mike Gregory.  

Volunteers will be asked to assist with reading in either a Kindergarten, first or second-grade classroom for 15 
minutes or assist with reading and/or math in a third, fourth, or fifth-grade classroom for 20 minutes. The 
commitment would be from November 10, 2025, to May 2026 at Brimhall Elementary School. You are asked to 
commit to 22 of the 27 academic weeks.  

Social Ministry 
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If you are a returning volunteer and you want to stay with the same student you had last year, you may contact 
Brimhall School directly and let them know.  

If you want to learn more, please get in touch with Mike Gregory. 

Winter Wear Drive—October 15-November 23 
The Social Ministry Team is kicking off the Winter Wear Drive for Roseville Area School students on Wednesday, 
October 15th and will conclude this drive on Sunday, November 23rd.  This will allow us to get hats, gloves, scarves, 
snow pants, coats, boots, and other winter wear items to the students as the weather gets colder. 

The school social workers have requested new or gently used snow pants and snow boots - envision little ones from 
pre-k through middle school who go out for recess, or high schoolers walking to school who could use wind pants and 
water-proof boots.  New or gently used hats and gloves will also be accepted, but the greatest need is for snow pants 
and boots. 

Thank you for helping to make winter better for our community’s children and youth.  To donate, please bring your 
items to church and place them in the box next to the narthex door. 

Holiday Gift Drive 
We will kick-off the Holiday Gift Drive after Thanksgiving. 
More information will be available in the Friday eblast and December Messenger. 

Guatemala Partnership 

Now is the time to start planning for your next or first trip to Guatemala! By choosing to stay in Guatemala City or 
visit the village of Cimiento, you can curate a trip which best suites both your physical and spiritual needs.  

Our partner congregation, Santa Cruz de la Esperanza, in the mountain village of Cimiento, looks forward to our visits 
and enthusiastically welcomes us with overwhelming generosity. What they ask of us is to pray for them, never forget 
them, and to hold them in our hearts as beloved children of God. When we visit, they see that we recognize them as 
fellow Lutherans and true partners as we navigate the world together. We go to listen and learn as much as we go to 
share and teach, learning about each other’s cultures and traditions often with lots of laughter. 

But travelling up to the village is not the only way to support and experience the partnership we have with Iglesia 
Luterana de Augustina de Guatemala, the Lutheran church in Guatemala. Taking a break from our busy and full lives 
to visit another country and immerse ourselves in the food, culture, history, and worship of fellow Lutherans can 
open our eyes to both beautiful and painful truths about our world. 

We speak often of our Accompaniment Model of our partnership with Guatemala, but the accompaniment also 
applies to each of us as travelers. You will be prepared and supported in the trip. The shared adventures create 
lasting friendships and deepened connections between travelers. Join us in 2026! 
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Befrienders Update 
St. Michael’s Befriender’s met on Thursday, October 9th.  As part of this meeting the Befrienders blessed and gave 
thanks for the leadership of Chuck Hanson and Ruth Petersen.  Chuck and Ruth have served as coordinators for the 
last five years and are now stepping back from leadership, while continuing to serve as part of the Befriender team. 

Then the team took time to bless and pray for John Froiland who will now be serving as the new Befriender 
coordinator.   

St. Michael’s has 10 Befrienders who serve as a caring and listening presence for members of the congregation.  They 
can be especially helpful in times of life changes or transition, grief and loss, but also are involved in card ministry, 
new baby visits, or another points of connection and support in people’s lives. 

We give thanks for all of their work and, especially, the leadership of Ruth, Chuck, and now John. 

Esther Circle  
The Esther Circle is a community of women who gather for connection, conversation, and fun! The group generally 
meets monthly on the first Tuesday of the month at 10:00 a.m.  

Our focus for the year is Table Traditions -- we will share stories from the tables of our lives (the host(s) of each 
monthly gathering will share food and the meaning or memory of that food from their lives) and together we will dig 
into the stories of tables and food in scripture! Join us! 

Esther Circle will meet on November 4 at 10:00 a.m. in the Courtyard Room. Join us as we share stories from our 
kitchens and tables, and the tables of scripture!  

Study and Fellowship Opportunities 
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Faith in Daily Life 
Faith in Daily Life groups read a variety of books focusing on theology, scripture, current 
events, and topics facing the church and world today. It is an opportunity to connect 
with others in learning, conversation, and faith. 

In November, there are two FIDL groups.  One group will meet on the first Wednesday of 
the month at Olive Garden (1525 County Road C West, Roseville) at 12:00 p.m.; the 
second will be meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at St. Michael’s in 
Classroom 1 at 12:00 p.m. 

November dates: 
Group 1: November 6 Olive Garden 
Group 2: November 12 St. Michael’s 

This month we kick-off reading a new book, The Great Search: Turning to Earth & Soul in 
the Quest for Healing and Home by John Philip Newell.  We will read the first section for 
the November gatherings. 

Thursday Morning Bible Study 
9:30 a.m. Thursday Mornings 
Thursday morning Bible study takes place from 9:30 a.m.-10:30ish a.m.  The Bible study is often led by Pastor Brad 
(with Pastor Ali and other guest teachers jumping in throughout the year).  

Most weeks, the class focuses on the lectionary texts for the upcoming Sunday. On occasion, we will delve into 
particular books of the Bible, a theme or narrative found in scripture, or highlight the works of various scholars as 
they think about the texts.  

Feel free to join as you are able! 

November 6 
Job 19:23-27a   I know that my Redeemer lives and I shall see God 
Psalm 17:1-9   Keep me as the apple of your eye; hide me under the shadow of your wings. 
2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 The coming of the Lord Jesus 
Luke 20:27-38   Jesus speaks of the resurrection; the God of the living 

November 13 
Malachi 4:1-2a  A day of blistering heat for the arrogant; a day of healing sun for the righteous 
Psalm 98   In righteousness will the Lord judge the world. 
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13    Do not be idle, but do what is right for the sake of Christ 
Luke 21:5-19   Jesus speaks of wars, endurance, betrayal, and suffering for his sake 

November 20 
Jeremiah 23:1-6   Coming of the shepherd and righteous Branch who will execute justice 
Psalm 46   I will be exalted among the nations. 
Colossians 1:11-20  Hymn to Christ, firstborn of all creation; peace through his blood 
Luke 23:33-43   Jesus is crucified between two thieves: you will be with me in Paradise 

November 27   No Thursday Morning Bible Study due to Thanksgiving. 

Yoga Devotion  
The next session is November 3 -December 15 
7 weeks, $77.  
Follow the QR code to register and pay for the class: 

If you would like to try a free class to learn more about yoga, please contact Deb Legan for the zoom link and join us. 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-11-6/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-11-6/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-11-6/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-11-6/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-11-13/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-11-13/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-11-13/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-11-13/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-11-20/0
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Men’s Bible and Brew 
Thursday, December 11th 7:00-8:30 p.m. at St. Michael’s 

Due to a number of events in November and December, Men’s Bible and Brew will be gathering just once during 
these months.  We will plan to meet on Thursday, December 11, at St. Michael’s in the Courtyard Room. 

This gathering of Men’s Bible & Brew will be our annual Holiday gathering.  The theme for our time together will be 
The Gifts of Advent.   AND as part of the holiday celebration we will hold the White Elephant Gift Exchange. 

More information will be in the December Messenger.  

Desserters II  
Book Discussion Group 
 
Nov. 18, 2025*  
A Fever in the Heartland by Timothy Egan 

An historical thriller that tells the story of the Ku Klux Klan's 
rise to power in the 1920s, their plot to take over America, 
and the woman who stopped them. 

*One week early 

All are welcome 
Meetings: 7:00 in Classroom 1 at the church 
Desserts are provided. BYOB 
Contact Verena Larson with questions?  

 

Women’s Buffet 
Please come and enjoy an evening of fellowship, entertainment, wonderful food and singing of favorite Christmas 
Carols! The group Amaryllis will be performing for us. Invite friends to join you, this is a wonderful way to begin the 
Christmas season. 

The Sign-up Sheets will be in the Church Narthex starting November 9, 2025. Sign up to bring a Salad, Main Dish or 
Dessert. 
 
Gentlemen of St. Michael’s!   
Are you willing to volunteer and help at the Woman’s Christmas Buffett?  In return for wonderful food and 
entertainment, you would help put out the food, serve, clean up, and do dishes. Sounds wonderful!   Time is 4:30 to 
Around 8:00 pm. 

We would be very grateful for your help! 
If you are willing to help, please call Sandy Gibson.  



November 2025  Page | 17 

Community Workshop by Braver Angels  
Families and Politics  
Saturday, Nov. 15, 9 a.m. – noon 
Black Hawk Middle School 
1540 Deerwood Drive Eagan, MN 55122 
Host: Dakota County Alliance 

Family relationships can become casualties of a toxic political environment. Family members are having bitter 
political arguments, avoiding each other, or even cutting off lifetime relationships. If you want to preserve important 
family bonds while still being true to your values and political beliefs, this in-person workshop will offer you: 

• Insight into why family differences over poli�cs are uniquely challenging 
• Recogni�on of common roles that family members play in poli�cal conversa�ons 
• Strategies and skills for handling family poli�cal differences in a construc�ve way 

Although the focus is on family relationships, you can use learnings in this workshop with any loved one. You’ll laugh 
and have some fun in this workshop—it won’t be all serious. After all, we all come from quirky families. 

Braver Angels is a non-partisan, nonprofit dedicated to building communities of respectful civil discourse. 

Questions? Contact Kraig Finwall at kfinwall@braverangels.org 
 

2026 Stewardship Campaign  

Thank you to those who provided their pledge/estimated giving information! This allows us to plan appropriately for 
ministry in the coming year. If you did not receive a stewardship packet, you can pick one up at church!  

Return pledge/estimated giving information to the church office or online at www.stmichaelselca.com/stewardship   

Church Council Corner 
The Church Council met on Tuesday, October 14, at 7:00 p.m. 

Vice President Ginger Fairchild called the meeting to order with devotions shared by Chuck Hanson. 

Minutes were approved and congregational updates were shared.  The pastors noted the recent baptism of Carlo 
Smith and two more baptisms planned in coming weeks; they also noted the recent memorial of Cindy Leonard. 

Various thanks were highlighted including thank you notes from Lutheran Social Services, the Synod Guatemala 
Committee, and the Saint Paul Area Synod. 

Pastor Ali and Pastor Brad also took time to note the letter that they signed onto along with over 950 other clergy 
across Minnesota calling for the governor and legislature to ban military style assault rifles and high capacity 
magazines.  Additionally, they are part of a smaller group of signers for a letter in the Star Tribune that posted online 
on October 14 and would be in the paper on October 15.  

A Church at Work 
 

mailto:kfinwall@braverangels.org
http://www.stmichaelselca.com/stewardship
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Dave Yarusso, Jonathan Rolfs, and Kyle Warner provided updates from the Finance Committee.  We continue to track 
well, but September was slightly weaker than anticipated.  They are hopeful that October-through-December will 
continue the strong giving we have seen earlier in the year. 

Kyle spoke about Stewardship and the mailing that went out this past Thursday.  The theme is “Hope Happens 
Here.”  We look forward to highlighting a number of stories from the congregation both in the mailing and on online. 

Other committees provided their monthly updates and invited to take note of the various items around the church—
from the new Courtyard patio (Property), to the upcoming Trunk or Treat (CYF), to the Winter-wear and Holiday Gift 
Drives (Social Ministry), to the Thanksgiving Eve Pie Fest (Community Life). 

The meeting adjourned at 7:55 pm following a reflection by Deb Legan. 

The next meeting will be held on November 11th at 7:00 p.m. 

2025 Budget Overview and Financial Update 
Annual Budget 
Income $884,977*  
Expenses $884,977 
Balance $0 

Giving rebounded some in September compared to a very weak August but still not up to monthly budget 
expectations. Expenses were slightly high in September. The net result is we are still in the black on overall income vs. 
expenses through September but just barely. 

Nominating Committee 
The St. Michael’s Nominating Committee is beginning its work for the coming year.   

Each year the committee assembles a slate of candidates to serve on the St. Michael’s Church Council, and presents 
the slate at the Annual Congregational meeting for election.  If you are interested in learning more about the 
possibility of serving on Church Council please reach out to Pastor Brad. 

Additionally, as we prepare for Conference Assemblies and the Synod Assembly this year, the Nominating Committee 
will be seeking candidates and assembling the slate for election at the Congregational meeting.  This year is 
significant in that it will include the election process for a new bishop in the Saint Paul Area Synod. 

*At the Annual Meeting on February 2, 2025, the congregation approved the use of 
Reserve Funds to balance the budget, if needed at the end of the year. This is included 
in the Annual Approved budget of $884,977.  
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Online Giving & Mobile Giving 
Did you know that you can pay for an event or set up a 
recurring automatic gift to support the work of St. 
Michael's? Authorization forms are available from the 
church office or follow this link: 
https://www.stmichaelselca.com/givenow.html 

Vanco also has a mobile App as another method to set up a payment or a recurring automatic gift to support the 
work of St. Michael's. Download the Vanco Mobile App from the App Store and search for "St. Michael's Lutheran 
Church". 

The above QR code takes you to our Donate Now page on our website. 

St. Michael’s is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 
St. Michael’s Lutheran Church lives out God’s grace and love for all people. Faithful to the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, we welcome those who have been part of church communities, those 
who have no previous church experience, and those who have felt excluded by the Church 
because of their race or ethnicity, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, physical or mental 

capabilities, financial resources, or family circumstances. In this witness, we seek reconciliation, healing, and 
wholeness. As a diverse people we are  empowered by the Holy Spirit to live and work together for God’s promised 
day of justice, peace, and mercy. 

Low-Scent Environment 
St. Michael’s Lutheran Church strives to maintain a scent-free/minimal-scent environment for the comfort of staff, 
congregation members, and visitors who have environmental sensitivities. Knowing that scents can trigger 
headaches, respiratory difficulties, dizziness, and nausea in sensitive individuals, it is the church’s goal to be a place of 
welcome for all. Please refrain from using scented candles, room sprays, and scent packs or melts in the 
building. Additionally, scented body sprays, lotions, or perfume can be overwhelming for some individuals and can 
deter them from participating in events. Please consider refraining from or limiting the use of scented personal 
products. 
*We recognize that certain cleaning products, items used in worship services (particularly some flowers), and hygiene 
products have fragrances/scents.  The congregation will work to limit the use of such scented items. 

Land acknowledgement 
The ELCA has published “A Declaration of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America to American Indian and Alaska 
Native People,” in which the church confesses its sins toward Indigenous peoples and lists the commitments it will 
begin working toward as it responds to its original “Repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery” from 2016. 

Not getting your Friday Flyer? 
Is our weekly e-newsletter, the Friday Flyer, not showing up in your primary inbox? First check your other 
inbox folders called Promotions or Spam. Then contact Lisa Koland and we will reconnect you! 

Making the Messenger Green 
If you prefer to read your upcoming issues of St. Michael’s monthly Messenger newsletter in your email or 
on our church website instead of having a paper copy mailed to you, please notify the church office.  
Got something for the December Messenger?  
The Messenger submission deadline is Friday, November 21, 2025 

St. Michael’s Lutheran Church is located on the original and ancestral homeland of the Dakota 
people, and we give thanks for their presence here since time immemorial. We also wish to 
recognize and honor all our indigenous siblings who have and continue to call this land their home.  

 

https://www.stmichaelselca.com/givenow.html
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St. Michael’s Staff Directory 
St. Michael’s Lutheran  
www.stmichaelselca.com , 651-631-1510 

Ali Ferin, Co-Pastor 
ali@stmichaelselca.com 

Brad Froslee, Co-Pastor 
brad@stmichaelselca.com 

Lisa Koland, Church Administrator 
office@stmichaelselca.com 

Natalie Romero, Director of Children, Youth, & Family 
Ministries 
youth@st]ichaelselca.com 

Max Gouette, Communications Associate 
Communication@stmichaelselca.com 

 

 
Thomas Bartsch, Organist 

Jill Schendel, Pianist 

Karen Wilkerson, St. Michael’s Singer’s Choir Director 

Charles Preis, Chapel Ringer’s Bell Choir Director 

Cory Bock, Youth Music Director 
cory@stmichaelselca.com 

Pa Jar Yang, Nursery Atendant 

Levi Lindquist & Jerry Romero Banda, Custodians 

Torin Froslee & Abby Nelson 
Weekend Custodians 

Peggy Mehen, Administra�ve Assistant 

Please reach out to the church office for contact information on members listed in an article. 
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