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Worship & Education Schedule

Worship News

Sunday morning worship has been moved to the Fellowship Hall as the Sanctuary is replastered. Please see the next
page for more information. Your help is needed on Sundays to reset the room for Northern Voices Preschool!

Wednesday Evening Prayer is held at 6:10 p.m. in the Courtyard Room! The final Wednesday evening prayer will be held
on May 14th.

Monday Evening Worship begins on June 2 at 7:00 p.m. in the Courtyard Room.

May Worship Schedule Midweek Evening Prayer
Sundays in the Fellowship Hall Wednesdays in the Courtyard Room
May 4 May 7

e 10:00 a.m. e 6:10 p.m.

e Recorded and posted May 14

e ASL Interpretation e 6:10 p.m.
May 11

e 10:00a.m.

e Recorded and posted
e ASL Interpretation

May 18
e 10:00a.m.
e Recorded and posted

May 25
e 10:00 a.m.
e Recorded and posted

Wednesday Evening Community Meal
Community Meal
5:00 p.m. — 6:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall

May 7
White chicken chili (GF) with toppings, 7-layer salad (GF), Rice crispy bars (GF)

May 14
Asian chicken salad (GF, DF), tater tots with yum-yum sauce (or ketchup) (GF, DF), fruit trifle (GF option)

Adjusted Coffee Hour Time

Due to lack of volunteers and participants, we will be pausing the Sunday 9:30 a.m. coffee hour. The Courtyard Room
space is still open and available for those who are at church before worship, but there will not be refreshments provided
during that time.

Join us for coffee after worship at 11:00 a.m.!

Volunteers are still needed! Sign up to host the after-worship coffee hour here:
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Recorded and Posted Services

Throughout the month of May, we plan to have our worship services recorded in the Fellowship Hall
and available later in the day on Sunday. Our apologies for this change! Please enjoy the Worship
Service a little later in the day or during the week.

Watch your Friday Flyer for a copy of the Bulletin to download and follow along, as well as the link to
the live service. Streamed services will also be recorded and posted on Sunday evening on our website
https://www.stmichaelselca.com/ for viewing at your convenience Scan the QR Code to go to the St. Michael’s Channel:

ASL in Worship

Did you know? We recently received a grant through the ELCA to offer more consistent interpretation in worship
throughout 2025! Through this grant we also plan to offer some community ASL classes — keep eye out for more
information!

Religion in Life

Sundays, 11:10 a.m.

Religion In Life (St. Michael’s adult education forum) continues with fantastic conversations. This is a great opportunity
to join with others from the congregation and community in learning about and discussing a variety of topics—from
Bible and theology, to Community Life and Justice Issues, to Health, Wellness, Spirituality, and Art. Religion in Life will
begin at 11:10 a.m. in the courtyard room.

May 4

Faith, Sexism, and Justice: A Call to Action

Mary Lowe, Professor at Augsburg University
Prof. Mary Elise Lowe from Augsburg University will introduce some of the main commitments
of the 2019 ELCA social statement, Faith, Sexism, and Justice: A Call to Action. Prof. Lowe served
on the task force and writing team for the statement and is the co-author of the forthcoming
book about the statement, Re-Engaging ELCA Social Teaching on Sexism. She will focus her
presentation on the statement’s critique of patriarchy as a sinful social system, the ELCA’s
commitment to neighbor justice, and the social statement’s teaching that sex and gender are
constructed and multidimensional.

At the upcoming August ELCA Churchwide Assembly, assembly members will participate in a
worship rite of confession for the sins of patriarchy and sexism. The ELCA is also in the process of reconsidering two
claims in its 2009 social statement, Human Sexuality Gift and Trust. In these complex times, our ELCA social statements
are important resources for ELCA members and faith communities as we engage our church's teachings on sex and
gender.

May 11
St. Michael’s Congregational Update: Building Projects, Solar Panels & Capital Campaign
St. Michael’s Church Council, Property Committee, and Finance Committee Members

As the congregation is in the middle of our time worshipping outside of the sanctuary, this feels like a good opportunity
to update everyone on the work that has been done over the last three years on various building projects; to highlight
the current work in the sanctuary; and to note upcoming items—most significantly is the replacement of the Fellowship
hall roof (the last roof to be replaced for the immediate future) and the addition of solar panels made possible by a
special gift given to the congregation above and beyond the capital campaign.

Additionally, the Finance Committee and Church Council will highlight where we are with our three-year capital
campaign that ends this coming December/January.

As we recognize that this is also Mother's Day and people may have plans, we will strive to provide information in
written form that will be available at and following the conversation.
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May 18
The Year At-A-Glance: Reviewing 2024-2025 Changes & Schedule
St. Michael’s Church Council Members

In 2023-2024 St. Michael’s congregation, staff, and council engaged in conversations around worship and educational
planning. To foster greater community, address changes in volunteerism since COVID-19, and maintain strong and
intentional worship, schedules were adapted. There was the move from 2 Sunday services to 1 Sunday service and 1
Wednesday evening mid-week service with a community meal. Families also adjusted their schedules with Sunday
school prior to worship, Senior High Youth Group following worship, and Religion in Life Adult Education after the
Sunday worship service.

Part of the Church Council’'s commitment is to evaluate the experiences of this past year. What has worked
well? Where have there been challenges? What have we learned? This Religion in Life hour is the opportunity to gather
at the end of this trial year and, as a community, reflect as we continue to build for the future.

For those who are unable to attend this gathering, you can set up a meeting with a pastor or council member, or share
your feedback online here: https://www.stmichaelselca.com/reimagining-worship-conversation.html

Pastor’s Letter

Good Controversy

Nine months ago, we began a church-wide experiment that is still underway. Together, we tweaked the nuts and bolts
of worship, fellowship, education, and much more to see what we might learn from these changes. We know that for
some people, these changes to our schedule and programming were welcomed and long overdue. For others, the
changes have been controversial. A profound learning from enacting any change is that one person’s newfound joy is
another person’s lingering grief.

In her book, "The Art of Gathering,” master facilitator Priya Parker writes about the power of good controversy. Now,
controversy may not be what many of us are inherently drawn to, but Parker argues that good controversy is “the kind
of contention that helps people look more closely at what they care about...it helps us re-examine what we hold dear:
our values, priorities, nonnegotiable. Good controversy is generative.”

Whether you love the changes to our congregational schedule and programming, are
longing for what once was, feel like we haven’t changed enough, or don’t know any
different, | believe this experiment has been a good controversy for us to work through.
Indeed, it has been a generative season for our congregation. And this season is not over.

On May 18™ following worship, we will use the Religion in Life adult education hour

(starting at 11:10 a.m.) to reflect on how these changes have impacted us. The church

council will use the stories and experiences we gather to discern what further adjustments

or changes need to be made for the upcoming program year and beyond. If you cannot

attend the May 18 gathering, we will be opening up an online form for you to submit your
feedback, or you can schedule a time with a pastor or staff to share your reflections. Whether you are new to St.
Michael’s or a long-time member, we want to learn from your experiences.

Just because something is good does not mean it lacks challenge. This good controversy we’ve embarked on requires
our continued work and tending in order to ensure that together we are living out our values as a community — not with
unattainable perfection, but with authenticity, care, and courage.

Against the many real, urgent controversies in the world around us, this work to some might seem trivial. But as another
master facilitator and author, adreinne maree brown, always says, “what is small becomes all.” That is to say, what we
practice daily in our relationships and in our intimate communities has a much wider impact than what we are often
aware of. When we learn how to engage in good controversy, listen deeply to the experience of others, place our trust
in community, and engage in meaningful conversation (especially in times of disagreement) we create places and
relationships of refuge and are able to keep expanding these practices into other areas of our life and in the world. May
it be so!
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Life of the Congregation

With Sympathy

Beloved member of St. Michael’s Sue Jacobson, passed away on April 27.

Thank You

Thank you so much to all of you who have sent me cards and provided meals during my recovery from surgery for
a broken ankle. | appreciate all of you more than words can express. The thoughtfulness and kindness of my
church family is very humbling. Thank you also to those who have offered rides for me and those who have given
me medical equipment to use that has helped me to be more mobile at this time.

Blessing,
Belinda Cline

Thank You

I have been in awe of the cards, calls, hugs, meals and visits after my recent surgery. | am also so grateful for the
online services. We "binge-watched" all the Lenten and worship services while | was recovering. | was truly
touched by the prayer shawl. It was like a big hug when | needed it. | am blessed to be a member of St
Michael's. Thank you!

Kathy Nockleby

New Member Gathering & Welcome Sunday

On Sunday, June 1°* we welcome all those who are new to St. Michael’s, recently joined the congregation, or are
considering joining the church to a gathering on June 1% from 12:00 p.m. — 2:00 p.m. at the home of St. Michael’s
members Jill Griffin and Dennis Skovsted. This casual gathering of backyard snacks and refreshments is a great way to
get to know others in the congregation, have any questions about the church answered, and learn more about church
membership. (Address will be provided upon RSVP) RSVP by contacting Pastor Brad (brad@stmichaelselca.com) or
Pastor Ali (ali@stmichaelselca.com). Join us!

The following Sunday, on June 8" we will celebrate new members to St. Michael’s with a special welcome in worship!

If you are interested in learning more about membership at St. Michael’s, or have transferred membership since our last
new member Sunday and want to be included in the welcome, please contact Pastor Brad or Pastor Ali!

St. Michael’s Out in the World!

Much is happening in our nation and around the world. Civic engagement is significant during this time, and we bring
our faith to bear on issues affecting our communities and neighbors — immigration, education, healthcare, care for the
elderly, peace... and so much more.

Thank you to the St. Michael’s members who participated in the Hands Off! Rally at the state capitol on April 5.

Come sing with the “Come Y’all Choir” this summer!

All ages welcome: bring yourselves, family, & friends! Sunday, June 29, 9:00 a.m.
We will meet 1 hour prior to each service listed below Monday, June 30, 6:00 p.m.
to learn the music for that service.

Sunday, July 20, 9:00 a.m.
Contact Karen Wilkerson for more information Monday, July 21, 6:00 p.m.
kkw.sings@gmail.com

Sunday, August 17, 9:00 a.m.
Monday, August 18, 6:00 p.m.
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Children, Youth, & Family

So, what is a deacon?

As | finish my third semester in graduate school and prepare for my upcoming 12 week leave of absence for Clinical
Pastoral Education (CPE), | have been overwhelmed by the amount of support I've received from the St. Michael’s
community. In so many fruitful and grace-filled conversations, one question keeps coming up:

“What does this mean for you and for St. Michael’s?”

It’s a wonderful question — and one that I’'m still sitting with. | want to be clear that | remain open to the Holy Spirit
calling me deeper into the work I’'m already doing here. That openness has allowed me to dream about what ministry at
St. Michael’s might look like in the future, and to continue discerning how I’'m being shaped in this season.

This past month, | attended a diaconate formation retreat in Wisconsin where | spent time learning about the history
and vocation of deacons — who they are, what they do, and why they matter in both the church and the world. We
reflected deeply on where the needs of the world and the mission of the church intersect.

What | found most exciting about exploring the diaconate is how beautifully open and diverse the call can be. | met
people working in feeding ministries, prison outreach, and hospice care. Others are bringing together faith with art,
fitness, theater, or social justice. Some serve full-time in secular professions, bringing a deep spiritual lens to their work.
Deacons stand at the threshold between the church and the world — interpreting each to the other — and using their
unique gifts to build bridges between sacred spaces and everyday life.

So, what is a deacon? A deacon is a servant leader called to embody the church’s presence in the wider world. They are
listeners, connectors, advocates, and dreamers. They remind us that ministry is not confined to Sunday mornings, but
lived out in hospitals, food pantries, boardrooms, classrooms, and kitchen tables.

As | continue my studies, I've stopped asking “What’s next?” and have begun focusing on a deeper question:
“How is God moving and working now?”

That’s where | find myself — listening, watching, and staying open. Thank you, St. Michael’s, for walking with me on this
journey. Your encouragement and prayers mean more than | can say.

God’s Peace.

Natalie Romero (she/her/hers)
Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries
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7th — 8" Grade Confirmation Class

May Confirmation Updates:
May 7 Class at 7:00 p.m.
May 14 End of Year Party!

Attention Current 9th Grade Confirmation Students

Keep an eye out for information over the summer regarding fall capstone experiences and details on the rite of
confirmation on Reformation Sunday! Save the date now — Sunday, October 26"
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Social Ministry

Social Ministry Calendar — Ways to serve at St. Michael’s

May 5 Rezek House Meal

St. Michael’s volunteers and PEO (a women’s service sorority) provide meals for the youth and young adults living at
Lutheran Social Services’ Rezek House (a home that supports transitional housing for homeless or housing-insecure
young adults).

May 13 Keystone Mobile Food Truck Distribution

2:00-4:00 p.m. in Circle Drive (west side of the church)

Partnering with Keystone Food Shelf, St. Michael’s volunteers assist in welcoming and hosting individuals and
households utilizing the Keystone Mobile Food truck. With the food truck, people are able to “shop” and select the
foods that work best for their needs.

May 11 Sandwich Making for Union Gospel Mission

Gather between 9:10-9:40 a.m. in the Serving Area & Kitchen to assemble sandwiches.

Note: Sandwich making will take place prior to worship during the Pre-K to 8" Grade Sunday school and coffee hour
time. People of all ages are invited to gather prior to worship to make sandwiches for Union Gospel Mission. This a
great way to serve and support a local organization!

May 14 & 28 Quilting and Bandage Rolling

9:00 a.m. Fellowship Hall. Volunteers from the congregation meet to piece and assemble quilts to go to veterans,
children, and the seniors at St. Michael’s. Another team also creates bandage rolls from old sheets that can be sent with
medical supplies to places in need of medical support around the world.

May 19 Loaves & Fishes
Teams from St. Michael’s shop for, prepare, and serve a meal in South Minneapolis. You can sign up online via Sign-up
Genius or call the church office if you are interested in assisting in March.

We serve at Holy Rosary/Santo Rosario, 2424 18™ Ave. S., Minneapolis.

Food Preparation Team arrives at 1:45 a.m.
Serving Team arrives at 4:30 p.m.

Daily - Panera Bread Ministry

Evening pick-up at Rosedale Panera; Morning bagging at St. Michael’s Kitchen

Volunteers “rescue” the bread and baked goods at the end of the day from Panera and bring them to church, so that
they can be bagged and taken to area organizations where they will be distributed to individuals and families.

Fridays - Every Meal  St. Michael’s Volunteers distribute food at Parkview Center School on Fridays during the school
year, in order that children and youth have meals they can prepare at home over the weekend. Our distribution of food
will wrap up at the end of this month. If you are interested in getting involved during the 2025-2026 school year, please
reach out to Pastor Brad.

Guatemala Partnership

Each year in our annual report, our congregation affirms our commitment to
our partner congregation, Santa Cruz de la Esperanza in Cimiento,
Guatemala. Our commitment includes prayer and communication, project
support, and personal visits. Our next visit is tentatively scheduled for
October of 2026.

Over the years of our partnership, it is remarkable the parallels that we can

see in our congregations: building projects, the loss of cherished members,

the joy of new births, baptisms, and confirmations. Across the miles and the
years, our connection has grown as we see our faith and ourselves reflected
in our partners.
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Thank you for your Bold and Caring Generosity

Stepping up to Support Lutheran Social Services of Minnesota and Refugee Families

This past month the request went out to St. Michael’s to join with other churches and help Lutheran Social Services in
raising $110,000 to assist 45 refugee families in the Twin Cities and St. Cloud with housing after the recent cuts by the
federal government. Individuals and households at St. Michael’s have stepped up and have raised over $16,300 toward
this significant need.

Thank you for your generosity!

Support for March Food Share & Keystone Community Services

Over the course of the month of March St. Michael’s contributed approximately 400 Ibs. of food—thank you to all who
contributed and to the children who helped in offering the food in worship. Additionally, we raised over $6,700 to go to
Keystone Food Shelf.

Medical Debt Reduction

In 2021 St. Michael’s joined other congregations in the Twin Cities in the work of RIP Medical Debt. We received a
recent impact statement noting that our congregation has provided $1,109 and this has allowed for the medical debts of
163 families with outstanding debts of $129,695 to be forgiven.

We continue to look at ways that we can make a difference in the lives of people in our communities and across the
nation. Thank you!

Holy Hammers Habitat for Humanity Project for 2025:

The Holy Hammers coalition of 15 churches is helping build affordable housing again this year with Twin Cities Habitat
for Humanity. We will be working on finishing one or more units at The Heights development in St. Paul near the
intersection of Larpenteur and McKnight. In this development on the site of the former Hillcrest Golf Club, Twin Cities
Habitat for Humanity will be building over 100 units of affordable housing over the next several years. The Holy
Hammers project will cover 8 weeks between April 21 and June 20.

Y

Find out more here:

There are three ways you can contribute to supporting this work to provide affordable homeownership:

1. Volunteer for construction work. No previous experience is necessary. If you are working, please consider asking
your supervisor if you company will provide you with time off for this type of work without using PTO or
vacation. If you are retired, this is a great way to spend a day (or more). We have been assigned the following
dates to focus our construction volunteers on: April 21-25, May 13-14, June 13 (women only), June 17.
However, if these dates do not work for you, you can sign up for any day of our build.

To register, go to: Holy Hammers Landing Page: [

You will need to log in to your account or create a%écount if you do not have one. If you have trouble, contact
Dave Yarusso. The online sign-up system will limit the total workers each day to 15. Please sign up as soon as
possible to secure a spot!

2. Volunteer to help make and serve lunch and morning snacks to the construction crews. St. Michael’s has been
assigned to provide snacks and lunches from April 21 25 If you would like to help in this way, please use this

SignUpGenius form: Holy Hammers food signup:

O Epssifng.
Support the project financially. St. Michael’s will provide $8,000 to support this project from our congregation
budget. However, if you would like to add a personal contribution to support our project and be credited to the
contribution of St. Michael’s, you can giveonline = B

using this link: Holy Hammers/St. Michael’s fundraising:

If you have any questions, please contact Dave Yarusso.

May 2025 Page | 13



https://www.tchabitat.org/developments/heights-development
https://tchabitat.volunteerhub.com/vv2/lp/holyhammers#_=_
mailto:daveyarusso@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F044DAFAD28AA8-55585638-stmichaels#/
https://tchabitat.donorsupport.co/page/FUNKCSKQXJF?fundraiser=NZFYCQKA&member=SCARYBQJ
mailto:daveyarusso@gmail.com

Study and Fellowship Opportunities

e Progressive Dinner: May 3

e Esther Circle: Join us on May 6, 10:00 a.m. in the Courtyard Room

o Thursday Bible Study: May 1, 8, 15, 22

Faith in Daily Life: Group 1 at Olive Garden May 7 - Group 2 at St. Michael’s May 14
Yoga Devotion: Session runs Mondays through June 16. No class on 5/26/25.

o Desserters Il Book Club: May 20

e Bible & Brew: Thursday, May 8, 7-9 pm at Saint Paul Brewing

e Women's Retreat: May 16-18

Adjusted Coffee Hour Time

Due to lack of volunteers and participants, we will be pausing the Sunday 9:30 a.m. coffee hour. The Courtyard Room
space is still open and available for those who are at church before worship, but there will not be refreshments provided
during that time.

Join us for coffee after worship at 11:00 a.m.!

Volunteers are still needed! Sign up to host the after-worship coffee hour using the QR code:

Church Picture Directory — Save the Date!

We will offer picture directory photo sessions for individuals and households the week of July 22"- 26%™. The photo
session is free, and you will also receive a free printed directory! (Portraits and photo products will be available for
purchase) Keep an eye out for information early this summer for more details!

Don’t Miss the Progressive Dinner!

On May 3™ we will gather for appetizers at church and then we will split off into groups and head to host homes for a
delicious meal! (Hosts sign up in advance) The night concludes with dessert from Café Latte and coffee at church.
Signups available soon. Don’t miss it!
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Thursday Morning Bible Study

9:30 a.m. Thursday Mornings, Courtyard Room
Thursday morning Bible study takes place at 9:30 a.m. The Bible study is often led by Pastor Brad (with Pastor Ali and
other guest teachers jumping in throughout the year).

Most weeks the class focuses on the lectionary texts for the upcoming Sunday. On occasion we will delve into particular
books of the Bible, a theme or narrative found in scripture, or highlight the works of various scholars as they think about
the texts.

As the size of the group continues to grow, we will meet in the courtyard room. The class runs from 9:30-10:30 a.m.
(note: sometimes we go 5-10 minutes over!).

May 1

Acts 9:1-20 Paul’s conversion, baptism, and preaching

Psalm 30 You have turned my wailing into dancing.

Revelation 5:11-14 The song of the living creatures to the Lamb

John 21:1-19 Jesus appears to the disciples at the Sea of Tiberias

May 8

Acts 9:36-43 Peter raises Tabitha/Dorcas from the dead

Psalm 23 The Lord is my shepherd; | shall not be in want.

Revelation 7:9-17 A white-robed multitude sings before the Lamb

John 10:22-30 Jesus promises eternal life to his sheep

May 15

Acts 11:1-18 Peter’s vision: God give the Gentiles repentance that leads to life
Psalm 148 The splendor of the Lord is over earth and heaven.

Revelation 21:1-6 New heaven, new earth: springs of living water in the new Jerusalem
John 13:31-35 Jesus gives a new commandment: Love one another as | have loved you
May 22 Final Class of the Program Year

Acts 16:9-15 Lydia and her household are baptized by Paul

Psalm 67 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy.

Revelation 21:10, 22—22:5 The Lamb is the light of the city of God

John 14:23-29 The Father will send the Holy Spirit

Faith in Daily Life
Faith in Daily Life groups read a variety of books focusing on theology, scripture,

current events, and topics facing the church and world today. It is an opportunity to
connect with others in learning, conversation, and faith.

In May there will be two groups. One group will meet on the first Wednesday of the
month at Olive Garden (1525 County Road C West, Roseville) at 12:00 p.m.; the second
will be meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at St. Michael’s in Classroom 1

at 12:00 p.m.

May dates:

Group 1: May 7 Olive Garden
Group 2: May 14 St. Michael’s

We will be reading Timothy Snyder’s book, On Tyranny: Twenty Lessons from the
Twentieth Century.

In May we will be focusing on lessons 11-20 (reading through the end of the book), but
will also be reflecting on all of the lessons and how they pertain to us today.

Timothy Snyder is an American historian and professor at Yale University with a number of books to his credit including:
Bloodlands: Europe between Hitler and Stalin, The Road to Unfreedom, and Our Malady.
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Yoga Devotion

The current session runs through June 16 at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
No Class on Memorial Day, 5/26.

The cost is $77 or $15 per class.

Classes are in-person at St. Michael’s as well as live on Zoom.
Beginners are welcome.

Sign up here: http://yogadevotion.com/
If you would like to try a free class to learn more about yoga, please contact Mary Drache for the zoom link and join us.

Desserters Il Book Club
Tuesday, May 20, 2025, at 7:00 p.m.

James by Percival Everett

This novel is set in Missouri in the 1840s. James tells the story of The Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn through the eyes of enslaved Jim.

Questions?: Verena.Larsonl@gmail.com (651)644-4562.
Desserts are provided; bring your own beverage

Women's Retreat - Registration Closing!

Don't miss the spring women's retreat, May 16-18 at the Village at Shores of St. Andrew in New London, MN! The
weekend will be a time of rest, connection, and dwelling in the wisdom of the book 12 Tiny Things: Simple Ways to Live
a More Intentional Life. Purchasing or reading the book in advance is not required. Learn more and register by May 2
at: www.stmichaelselca.com/womensretreat Questions? Contact Pastor Ali at ali@stmichaelselca.com

Men’s Bible and Brew

Thursday, May 8, 7:00-9:00 p.m.
Saint Paul Brewing
698 Minnehaha Avenue East, St. Paul, MN 55106

This month the Men’s Bible & Brew will be meeting on Thursday, May 8.
We are going to venture out and meet at a local brewery in St. Paul—Saint
Paul Brewing!

As we gather, with proximity on the calendar to May Day, we are going to spend time sharing about our sense of
vocation, work that has been meaningful in our lives, and how we think of work/labor at this point in our lives.

Food, beer, sodas, and other beverages are available at St. Paul Brewing.

Esther Circle

The Esther Circle is a community of women who gather for connection, conversation, and learning. The group meets
monthly on the first Tuesday of the month at 10:00 a.m. in the Courtyard Room. The next meeting is on May 6" where
we will welcome a Saint Paul Area Synod staff member to talk about the work of the synod and our congregation’s
impact on local ministries.

This year we have been welcoming guest presenters to circle to share more about our community partnerships. Past
presentations include the Roseville Area Police Department, Loaves and Fishes, and Every Meal! Join us!
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A Church at Work

Rain Garden Update

With Spring finally arriving, the rain garden that was installed in the Northeast corner of the church last June, has come
to life as the plantings have begun to show their new growth.

Last year, several interested church members volunteered to help with the maintenance of the rain garden. In addition,
some of them attended a rain garden maintenance workshop to learn how to identify plants vs. weeds and how to keep
the area well-maintained. Now with the knowledge gained and the interest shown, our first season of caretaking for this
special place will be getting fully underway.

If you are interested in learning more about our rain garden, and/or providing a hand with maintenance, please contact
Property Committee member Doug Schumacher with any questions you might have.

What’s New in the Courtyard?

As many of you have probably noticed, the Courtyard has gone from a blank grassy canvas to a community space with a
hint of transformations to come. A working group was formed in late January to begin envisioning how to fill in this
canvas, and, as you can see, that work has begun.

With a design plan in mind, we set about the task of creating separate, distinctive areas in this outdoor space on a trial
basis. Seating arrangements in two areas, the repositioning of the peace pole and bench, and new plantings along the
hallway windows, were added as a start.

This is a project that many of us have been excited about getting underway, and now it is happening. If you or your
family would like to contribute to the ongoing effort to transform the courtyard, you may make a special contribution to
the Courtyard Fund by dropping off your donation in the church office.

The Property Committee

Church Council Corner

The Church Council met on Tuesday, April 8,with the meeting called to order at 7:07 p.m. Highlights from the meeting
include:
New Members
e Plans for a new member gathering on Sunday, June 1, following worship. This will be an opportunity for those
newer to the congregation or interested in joining to get to know one another, council members, and others
from the congregation. We have around 20 individuals who are possibly joining this spring/summer. Dennis
Skovsted and Jill Griffin are again willing to host.
Congregational Giving
e 53000 for the recent earthquakes in Myanmar and Thailand has been disbursed from St. Michael’s Disaster
Relief Funds.
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e Updates were given by the pastors that around $15,000 will be going to LSS-Minnesota for the appeal to help 46
refugee families. Also, around $7,000 has been contributed this month and approximately 400 lbs of food for
Keystone Food shelf (350 Ibs delivered to Keystone and 50 Ibs provided to families when St. Michael’s hosted
the Keystone Mobile Food truck).

Finance

e Dave Yarusso (treasurer), Kyle Warner and Jonathan Rolfs (liaisons to the Finance Committee), provided the
monthly report. Giving has continued to be strong. The Finance Committee has created an additional savings
account at the bank to allow for taking advantage of additional earned interest.

Property

e The Council approved re-roofing the fellowship hall roof utilizing Capital Campaign funds and The Building Fund.
This roof was last replaced in 2001 and is nearly the end of its life-span. This is the last of the roofs to be
replaced and should provide 7-10 years of not having to do further roof replacements.

e The Council also approved (pending receiving an additional bid, and positive reference checks) moving forward
with solar panels on the roofs on the education wing and fellowship hall. This is made possible by a special gift
made by a family to St. Michael’s, the Capital Campaign funds, and current incentives and rebates the council is
hoping to take advantage of. The Council will be sharing information about the Property work, Solar Panels, and
Capital Campaign. (This is now scheduled during Religion in Life hour on Sunday, May 11.)

2024-2025 Program Year Review

e When the schedule was changed for this program year, a commitment was made to provide the congregation
with updates on what the changes have meant in terms of numbers, congregational engagement, and overall
learnings. Additionally, to hear back from members about how these changes have felt and feedback people
have as we plan for the 2025-2026 program year (this is especially important for worship, Religion in Life,
Sunday school, and choir programs). This conversation will take place on Sunday, May 18 during Religion in Life.

Committee & Pastors Reports

e Committees provided their monthly reports, and the pastors highlighted a variety of activities in the life of the

congregation.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:33 p.m.
The Council will next meet on June 10 at 7:00 pm in person.

2025 Budget Overview and Financial Update

Annual Budget *At the Annual Meeting on February 2, 2025, the congregation approved the use of

*
:Encome gggj’g;; Reserve Funds to balance the budget, if needed at the end of the year. This is included
B’:r::::s S0 ! in the Annual Approved budget of $884,977.

Note: A number of one-time budget expenses came in the month of March, such as our Annual Habitat for Humanity
gift, and our annual Property Insurance payment.
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Online Giving & Mobile Giving
El:l:‘ Did you know that you can pay for an event or set up a

. Y recurring automatic gift to support the work of St. Michael's?
Authorization forms are available from the church office or
follow this link:

https://www.stmichaelselca.com/givenow.html

Vanco also has a mobile App as another method to set up a payment or a recurring automatic gift to support the work of
St. Michael's. Download the Vanco Mobile App from the App Store and search for "St. Michael's Lutheran Church".

The above QR code takes you to our Donate Now page on our website.

We Invite You to Participate in Worship

Volunteers are needed to serve as ushers, lectors, communion deacons, and fellowship hosts. These are
great opportunities for folks of all ages - families are encouraged to sign up together! Visit Sign-up Genius
to see the opportunities awaiting you. The quickest way to get there is to visit St. Michael’s website:
www.stmichaelselca.com and click on the Volunteer Sign-up icon

St. Michael’s is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation

St. Michael’s Lutheran Church lives out God’s grace and love for all people. Faithful to the Gospel
of Jesus Christ, we welcome those who have been part of church communities, those who have no
previous church experience, and those who have felt excluded by the Church because of their race
or ethnicity, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, physical or mental capabilities, financial
resources, or family circumstances. In this witness, we seek reconciliation, healing, and wholeness. As a diverse people
we are empowered by the Holy Spirit to live and work together for God’s promised day of justice, peace, and mercy.

Land acknowledgement

The ELCA has published “A Declaration of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America to American Indian and Alaska
Native People,” in which the church confesses its sins toward Indigenous peoples and lists the commitments it will begin
working toward as it responds to its original “Repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery” from 2016.

St. Michael’s Lutheran Church is located on the original and ancestral homeland of the Dakota
people, and we give thanks for their presence here since time immemorial. We also wish to
recognize and honor all our indigenous siblings who have and continue to call this land their home.

Not getting your Friday Flyer?
Is our weekly e-newsletter, the Friday Flyer, not showing up in your primary inbox? First check your other
inbox folders called Promotions or Spam. Then contact Lisa Koland and we will reconnect you!

Making the Messenger Green

If you prefer to read your upcoming issues of St. Michael’s monthly Messenger newsletter in your email or on
our church website instead of having a paper copy mailed to you, please notify the church office.

Got something for the June Messenger?
The Messenger submission deadline is Friday, May 23, 2025
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St. Michael’s Staff Directory

St. Michael’s Lutheran
www.stmichaelselca.com, 651-631-1510

Ali Ferin, Co-Pastor
ali@stmichaelselca.com

Brad Froslee, Co-Pastor
brad@stmichaelselca.com

Lisa Koland, Church Administrator
office@stmichaelselca.com

Natalie Romero, Director of Children, Youth, & Family
Ministries
youth@stlichaelselca.com

Max Gouette, Communications Associate
Communication@stmichaelselca.com
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Thomas Bartsch, Organist

Jill Schendel, Pianist

Karen Wilkerson, St. Michael’s Singer’s Choir Director
Charles Preis, Chapel Ringer’s Bell Choir Director

Cory Bock, Youth Music Director
cory@stmichaelselca.com

Pa Jar Yang, Nursery Attendant

Levi Lindquist & Jerry Romero Banda, Custodians

Marissa Breneman & Torin Froslee, Weekend Custodians

Peggy Mehen, Administrative Assistant
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