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Summer Schedule  
Sunday Mornings 

Sunday Morning Worship at 10:00 a.m. 
Monday Evening Schedule  

Summer Evening Worship Service at 7:00 p.m. 

June Worship Schedule 
Monday, June 1 

• 7:00 p.m. in the Courtyard Room 
• Summer Evening Worship  
• ASL Interpreta�on 

Sunday, June 7 
Recognition of High School Seniors 

• 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
• Live Streamed & Recorded 

Monday, June 8 
• 7:00 p.m. in the Courtyard Room 
• Summer Evening Worship 
• ASL Interpreta�on 

Sunday, June 14 
• 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
• ASL Interpreta�on 
• Live Streamed & Recorded 

Monday, June 15 
• 7:00 p.m. in the Courtyard Room 
• Summer Evening Worship  
• ASL Interpreta�on

 
 
Sunday, June 21 

Father’s Day 
• 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
• Live Streamed & Recorded 

Monday, June 22 
• 7:00 p.m. in the Courtyard Room 
• Summer Evening Worship 
• ASL Interpreta�on 

Sunday, June 28 
Come Y’all Choir 
• 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
• ASL Interpreta�on 
• Live Streamed & Recorded 

Monday, June 29 
Come Y’all Choir 
• 7:00 p.m. in the Courtyard Room 
• Summer Evening Worship  
• ASL Interpreta�on 

 

Religion in Life 
St. Michael’s Sunday Adult Education Forum 
Religion In Life is on break for the summer.  We will be returning with guest speakers and presenters in September. 

Over the course of the next two months the planning team will be meeting and lining up speakers for the coming 
year.  This is a great opportunity to engage in learning about and discussing a variety of topics—from Bible and 
theology, to Community Life and Justice Issues, to Health, Wellness, Spirituality, and Art.  If you know of topics you 
would like to see addressed of guest speakers you would recommend, please reach out to Kelly Barkve or Roland 
Hayes as co-chairs of the team or Pastor Brad. 

A reminder that many Religion in Life sessions from this past year were live-streamed and recorded so 
that they are available to a broader audience and can be viewed at other times.  Sessions can be found on 
our website (under Education/Online Religion in Life)  
https://www.stmichaelselca.com/ or Scan the QR Code to go to the St. Michael’s Channel. 

ASL in Worship 
ASL will be provided the Monday evenings over the summer. Please contact the church office for an updated 
schedule of interpreters.   

Worship & Education Schedule 
 

https://www.stmichaelselca.com/
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Live-Streamed Services 
Each Sunday, our service will be live-streamed. Subscribe to the St. Michael’s YouTube Channel to watch worship live 
on Sunday mornings if you are not able to come in person. 

Watch your Friday Flyer for a copy of the Bulletin to download and follow along, as well as the link to the 
live service. Streamed services will also be recorded and posted on Sunday evening on our website 
https://www.stmichaelselca.com/ for viewing at your convenience Scan the QR Code to go to the St. 
Michael’s Channel. 

Worship Volunteers Are Needed!  
Volunteers are needed to serve as ushers, lectors, communion deacons, and fellowship hosts. These are great 

opportunities for folks of all ages - families are encouraged to sign up together! We are also looking for 
Altar Prep / Cleanup volunteers. Training will be provided and schedules are flexible.  

Scan the QR Code or head to www.stmichaelselca.com and click “Volunteer” to access signups.  

Flower donations  
Fresh flowers at the altar each week will resume after Lent. We welcome you to celebrate a special 
occasion or honor a loved one with a dedication that will be printed in the bulletin. Use the Flower Signup 
on the bulletin board, call the church office, or sign up online or through the church website 
www.stmichaelselca.com and click “Volunteer” to access signup . 

With Joy 
On May 10, Robin Cahill was baptized. Robin is the child of Rebecca and Corey Aldinger. Please continue to pray for 
Robin as he grows in faith!  

We celebrate the birth of Liv Wells, daughter of Rachel Camann and Sam Wells.  

Community Meal Thank you!  
Thank you to Lornell Brand and the Wednesday meal volunteers for providing a welcoming experience and delicious 
food week after week!   

Community Meal is paused during the summer months and will begin again in September. Keep an eye out for future 
communications for more information.   

Summer Office Hours and Pastoral Care 
St. Michael’s staff are in and out of the office this summer due to ministry experiences such as camp and the 
service trip, and scheduled personal time off. Please call the church office prior to stopping by to ensure that 
someone will be in the building to assist you!   

Pastor Brad is chaperoning the MN Boychoir to South Africa June 12-26, and Pr. Ali will be traveling on the Youth 
Service Trip to NYC over June 19-26.  
For pastoral emergencies during these �mes, please reach out to: 

• Pr. Ali for pastoral emergencies between June 12-19 
• Pr. Susan Masters will be on call June 20-21 
• John Froiland will be on call June 22-26 

  

Life of the Congregation 

https://www.stmichaelselca.com/
http://www.stmichaelselca.com/
http://www.stmichaelselca.com/
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SPIRIT by Andrea Skevington 
How would it feel, then, to live  
in that God-shaken house?  
To feel the wind,  
like the very breath of life,  
like the stirring of the  
deep before time,  
gusting through these small  
daily rooms, clattering and pressing  
against doors and shutters,  
not to be contained?

How would it feel to look up, eyes  
dried by wind-force,  
and see fire falling, flames bright  
and crackling, and resting with  
heat that does not burn on each  
wondrous head?

To be blown open  
lock-sprung  
lifted  
with wild reckless joy  
as words tumble out into  
the clear singing light? 

It would feel like this,  
it feels like this,  
and it is still only morning. 

In recent months, as I was sitting down and thinking about the Bishop’s election in the Saint Paul Area Synod, I was 
reflecting on my baptism and what it means to be a child of God. It was helpful in grounding myself and allowing 
myself to be reminded of who and what I am first and foremost. And then, as a child of God, what does it mean to 
live that out in the world today? How might God be using who I am and the gifts I bear in this time and place? 

I will say that right now I am swept up by the winds of relief. It is good to feel settled after three long months. It is 
good to allow my heart, mind, and soul, to imagine what is next for me right here at St. Michael’s. It has been a spirit-
filled and emotional journey, which brings me back to baptism. 

In the midst of the election process, I pulled up pictures of my baptism and noted the date 
on which I was baptized—October 28, 1973. It was a Sunday, but interestingly, it was 
Reformation Sunday. One of the two days we, in the church, hang up the red banners and 
celebrate the ways the Spirit of God continues to be at work in the world. 

Then I laughed to myself as I recalled that Torin was baptized on Pentecost—the other “red” 
Sunday. Then, just for the fun of it, I looked up the date Bill was baptized—also Pentecost. I 
doubt that any of this was planned by my parents or Bill’s parents. And when it came to 
Torin’s baptism, we were simply trying to find a date on the calendar that worked for 
everyone. But, somehow, we all were baptized on these red-Holy Spirit-in-action Sundays. 
This was a fun liturgical connection to think about. The rabble-rousing, speaking-in-tongues, 
shaking-our-house, Spirit was there on those days…claiming us, calling us, and setting us 

free to live boldly in the world. AND… 

…that same wild and crazy spirit is there at every baptism. She is busy claiming each of us in love, nurturing in us 
wonder and faith, and calling us to live out who we are in the world. And each Sunday we gather as a church trusting 
that the very same Holy Spirit is at work in us as a community. We sing, we explore Scripture, we pray, we work for 
justice, we share what we have, we lean into the ways God calls us to be at work for the common good. 

Then, whether we are baptized on a red, blue, green, white (or even purple!) Sunday we are lifted up as children of 
God and welcomed into the body of Christ. We trust that this holy breath is working around us and in us. And, 
whether we are a student, a teacher, a lawyer, a professor, a retiree, a nurse, a doctor, a builder, or whatever 
vocation we are called to, God is equipping us to live out our faith…here and now! 

So, let the Spirit blow and shake our houses, but as she is unleashed may we be lifted with wild and reckless joy to 
speak, and sing, and serve! May each of our baptisms remind us of who we are and how we are set free to use the 
gifts for the sake of the world. 

Amen! 
Pr. Brad 

Pastor’s Letter 
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Ministry as a Deacon 
As I reflect on this season, I first want to say thank you. Your prayers, encouragement, patience, and support 
throughout my time in seminary have meant so much to me. St. Michael’s has been a place where I have been able to 
learn, grow, serve, and continue discerning God’s call in my life, and I am incredibly grateful for this community. 

Even though I recently had the joy of walking at graduation, my ministry journey is continuing in a meaningful way 
with my internship at St. Michael’s. My time as an intern will look like continuing my work as the Director of Children, 
Youth and Family Ministries, while also focusing on what discipleship looks like for our youngest members.  

Throughout seminary and internship, I have continued to feel deeply called to children, youth, and family ministry. 
Walking alongside young people and families in their faith journeys, creating spaces of belonging, and helping 
connect faith to everyday life is work that I care deeply about and feel continually drawn toward. 

In the coming months, we will be exploring the expansion of my work at St. Michael’s as a deacon while I continue 
serving in children, youth, and family ministry leadership. I am excited to continue imagining together what this 
ministry can look like and how we can continue building meaningful relationships, supporting families, and creating 
spaces where people feel seen, valued, and connected to God and one another. 

Thank you again for the many ways you have supported me throughout this journey. Your care and encouragement 
have truly shaped me, and I am grateful to continue serving alongside you all. 

Grace and peace, 
Natalie Romero 

Director of Children,  
Youth, and Family Ministries 
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Come Y'all Choir 
All are welcome to our summer pop-up choir! Bring your neighbors and friends, youth...all are welcome .  
More information: Karen Wilkerson: kkw.sings@gmail.com or 651 592-6760 
Sunday June 28 Practice at 9:00am for the 10:00am service 
Monday June 29 Practice at 6:00 for the 7:00pm service 
Sunday July 26 Practice at 9:00am for the 10:00am service 
Monday July 27 Practice at 6:00pm for the 7:00pm Service 
Sunday Aug. 30 Practice at 9:00am for the 10:00am service 
Monday Aug. 31 Practice at 6:00pm for the 7:00pm service 

Social Ministry Calendar  
Serving at St. Michael’s in the coming month: 
June 1  Rezek House Meal 
St. Michael’s volunteers and PEO (a women’s service sorority) provide meals for the youth and young adults living at 
Lutheran Social Services’ Rezek House (a home that supports transitional housing for homeless or housing-insecure 
young adults). Often teams of two individuals/households prepare a meal for 8-14 individuals and deliver the meal to 
Rezek House for their Monday evening gathering. This month PEO is covering the meal. 

June 14  Sandwich Making for Union Gospel Mission  
Gather between 9:10-9:40 a.m. in the Serving Area & Kitchen to assemble sandwiches.  
People of all ages are invited to gather prior to worship to make sandwiches for Union Gospel Mission.  This a great 
way to serve and support a local organization!  

June 9  Keystone Mobile Food Truck Distribution  
2:00-4:00 p.m. in Circle Drive (west side of the church)  
Partnering with Keystone Food Shelf, St. Michael’s volunteers assist in welcoming and hosting individuals and 
households utilizing the Keystone Mobile Food truck. With the food truck, people are able to “shop” and select the 
foods that work best for their needs. St. Michael’s provides at least three volunteers to assist with hosting and 
shopping with community members. 

June 10 & 24 Quilting and Bandage Rolling 
9:00 a.m. Fellowship Hall. Volunteers from the congregation meet to piece and assemble quilts to go to veterans, 
children, and the seniors at St. Michael’s.  Another team also creates bandage rolls from old sheets that can be sent 
with medical supplies to places in need of medical support around the world.  

Daily - Panera Bread Ministry  
Evening pick-up at Rosedale Panera; Morning bagging at St. Michael’s Kitchen  
Volunteers “rescue” the bread and baked goods at the end of the day from Panera and bring them to church, so that 
they can be bagged and taken to area organizations where they will be distributed to individuals and families.  

Fridays - Every Meal  
On break for the summer 

Brimhall Reading Program 
On break for the summer 

  

Social Ministry 

Music News 
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Loaves & Fishes on hiatus 
Loaves & Fishes has discontinued its program at Holy Rosary/Santo Rosario in south Minneapolis. They are currently 
exploring other options as potential sites to serve meals.  St. Michael’s continues to be in touch with their leadership 
about potential opportunities to serve, but currently we are on hiatus. We hope to have more information in the 
coming month.  

Guatemala Partnership 
Traveler meetings are now planned for Monday’s before worship at 5:30 p.m. We will share all the tips and tricks past 
trips have taught us and be ready to answer all your questions! 

We are also excited to plan projects, worship, children’s activities, and get to know each other as we prepare for our 
October trip. 

Fellow travelers: watch you email for meeting invitations. 

Contact Lisa Koland or Natalie Romero with any questions about travel to Guatemala. 

Join the Summer Patio Series!  
Join the St. Michael's women for the Summer Patio Series, a time for small group connection and conversation! For 
five sessions this summer, small groups will gather to discuss The Great Belonging by Charlotte Donlon, author and 
spiritual director.  

"Loneliness has reached epidemic proportions, according to many sources. In an age of mobility and fraying civic life, 
we are all susceptible to its power. But what if loneliness is a necessary part of the human condition? What if it is a 
current that leads us deeper into belonging--to ourselves, to each other, and to God?  
In The Great Belonging, writer and spiritual director Charlotte Donlon reframes loneliness and offers us a language for 
the disquiet within. Instead of turning away from the waters of loneliness for fear they will engulf us, she invites us to 
wade in and see what we find there. In vulnerable, thoughtful prose, Donlon helps us understand our own occasional 
or frequent loneliness and offers touchpoints for understanding alienation."  

Small groups will meet 5 times over the course of the summer on either Wednesday, Thursday, or Sunday 
evenings. More information and sign ups are available here:  https://www.stmichaelselca.com/patioseries.html   
A kick-off party will be held on Sunday, June 7th at 6:00 p.m. at Sue Thompson's home in Shoreview (bring your 
swimsuit if you want to take a dip in the pool!)  Please contact the church office for Sue's address.  

Esther Circle – June Lunch 
Esther Circle will celebrate the end of the year with a lunch at Shore 96 on June 2nd at 11:30 a.m. For more 
information, reach out to Sandy Gibson.  Circle gatherings pause for summer and will resume in September.  

Thursday Morning Bible Study 
Thursday morning Bible study is on break for the summer.  We will return after Labor Day with more learning and 
great conversation. 
  

Study and Fellowship Opportunities 

https://www.stmichaelselca.com/patioseries.html
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Yoga Devotion  
TIME CHANGE for summer months: Yoga will begin at 6:00 p.m. 
This session runs through June 29, 2026 
Mondays at 6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 
7 weeks, $77.  
Join Yogadevotion in partnership with St. Michael's for a mat-based yoga class that incorporates strengthening poses 
and balancing poses.  Join virtually or in person! 

If you would like to try a free class to learn more about yoga, please 
contact Deb Legan for the zoom link and join us. 

Follow the QR code to register and pay for the class: 

Faith in Daily Life 
Faith in Daily Life groups read a variety of books focusing on theology, scripture, current events, and topics facing the 
church and world today. It is an opportunity to connect with others in learning, conversation, and faith. 

In June we will meet on the 1st Wednesday of the month at St. Michael’s in Classroom 1 at 12:00 p.m.  We will then 
take July and August off for the summer. 

Upcoming dates:  
June 3 at St. Michael’s in Classroom 1 

Upcoming:  Jesus for Everyone: Not Just Christians by Amy-Jill Levine.  In June we will finish 
reading this book written by the Jewish New Testament scholar Amy-Jill Levine.   
Here she makes the argument as to why Jesus’s historic and cultural influence makes him 
fascinating, provocative, and relevant for everyone, not only Christians. 

Two thousand years after his birth and death, Jesus of Nazareth continues to be of vital 
interest. Yet much of the scholarship around Jesus focuses on his religious 
significance. Jesus for Everyone examines his most famous teachings from a fresh 
perspective, exploring their roots in his Jewish context and how they have continued to 
shape ethics and civilization in the West for two millennia.  

Even for those who reject faith, Jesus’s life and his philosophy are important to study, 
writes renowned biblical scholar and author Amy-Jill Levine, because of the insights they 
hold for us today. In this work of brilliant New Testament analysis, she pores through 
scripture, analyzing what historical scholarship has revealed about Jesus’s views on a 
number of subjects—including women—revealing surprising messages.  

Placing Jesus of Nazareth within his historical context, Levine brings him vividly into focus and invites everyone from 
faithful Christians and curious Jews to agnostics and the most committed nonbelievers to a new kind of interreligious 
dialogue and a deeper appreciation of his lasting impact on the modern world.  

Church Council Corner 
The church Council met on Tuesday, May 12.   

Correspondence & Membership updates: 
The staff are looking to host a new member gathering in late June or early July with both the most recent new 
members and those who are currently interested in membership. 

Treasurer’s/Finance Report: 
YTD is looking good. The income is up 4.4 percent from YTD 2025.  

A Church at Work 
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Send Value Focus: 
The ELCA Innovation Lab is able and willing to help the Council focus on our values of “equipping for vocation” and 
“working for justice and peace.” 

Preparing for Call Committee 
The council is looking at the creation of a call committee for an expanded role for Children, Youth & Family.  This 
committee would look at an internal process of meeting with and interviewing Natalie Romero as a diaconal 
candidate, once she is approved by the Synod. 

Property Committee: 
The Property Committee put forth a request to use Capital Campaign Funds for approximately $24,000 for four 
different projects in the church.  Motion to approve the purchases for approximately $24,000 by Burle Gengenbach 
with a second by Ginger Fairchild. Motion passes. 

Executive Committee: 
During the most recent executive committee meeting, it was approved to donate $10,000 to Lutheran World Relief 
from our Disaster Response funds. A thank you from their organization was recognized by the Council. 

The next council meeting will be in person on June 9, at 7:00 p.m.  
2026 Budget Overview and Financial Update 
 April Budget April Actual  Year-to-Date Actual  Annual Budget 
Income $74,077 $60,877 386,983 $933,585 
Expenses $72,834 $82,445 341,075 $933,585 
Balance $1,243 $-21,569 45,908 $0 

Expenses are tracking with our budget projections and giving through March exceeds budget expectations but most 
of that is due to a number of pledges paid up front and credited in January. That is a typical pattern for our giving. 
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Online Giving & Mobile Giving 
Did you know that you can pay for an event or set up a 
recurring automatic gift to support the work of St. 
Michael's? Authorization forms are available from the 
church office or follow this link: 
https://www.stmichaelselca.com/givenow.html 

Vanco also has a mobile App as another method to set up a payment or a recurring automatic gift to support the 
work of St. Michael's. Download the Vanco Mobile App from the App Store and search for "St. Michael's Lutheran 
Church". 

The above QR code takes you to our Donate Now page on our website. 

St. Michael’s is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 
St. Michael’s Lutheran Church lives out God’s grace and love for all people. Faithful to the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, we welcome those who have been part of church communities, those 
who have no previous church experience, and those who have felt excluded by the Church 
because of their race or ethnicity, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, physical or mental 

capabilities, financial resources, or family circumstances. In this witness, we seek reconciliation, healing, and 
wholeness. As a diverse people we are empowered by the Holy Spirit to live and work together for God’s promised 
day of justice, peace, and mercy. 

Low-Scent Environment 
St. Michael’s Lutheran Church strives to maintain a scent-free/minimal-scent environment for the comfort of staff, 
congregation members, and visitors who have environmental sensitivities. Knowing that scents can trigger 
headaches, respiratory difficulties, dizziness, and nausea in sensitive individuals, it is the church’s goal to be a place of 
welcome for all. Please refrain from using scented candles, room sprays, and scent packs or melts in the 
building. Additionally, scented body sprays, lotions, or perfume can be overwhelming for some individuals and can 
deter them from participating in events. Please consider refraining from or limiting the use of scented personal 
products. 
*We recognize that certain cleaning products, items used in worship services (particularly some flowers), and hygiene 
products have fragrances/scents.  The congregation will work to limit the use of such scented items. 

Land acknowledgement 
The ELCA has published “A Declaration of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America to American Indian and Alaska 
Native People,” in which the church confesses its sins toward Indigenous peoples and lists the commitments it will 
begin working toward as it responds to its original “Repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery” from 2016. 

Not getting your Friday Flyer? 
Is our weekly e-newsletter, the Friday Flyer, not showing up in your primary inbox? First check your other 
inbox folders called Promotions or Spam. Then contact Lisa Koland and we will reconnect you! 

Making the Messenger Green 
If you prefer to read your upcoming issues of St. Michael’s monthly Messenger newsletter in your email or 
on our church website instead of having a paper copy mailed to you, please notify the church office.  
Got something for the July Messenger?  
The Messenger submission deadline is Friday, June 19, 2026 

St. Michael’s Lutheran Church is located on the original and ancestral homeland of the Dakota 
people, and we give thanks for their presence here since time immemorial. We also wish to 
recognize and honor all our indigenous siblings who have and continue to call this land their home.  

 

https://www.stmichaelselca.com/givenow.html
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St. Michael’s Staff Directory 
St. Michael’s Lutheran  
www.stmichaelselca.com , 651-631-1510 

Ali Ferin, Co-Pastor 
ali@stmichaelselca.com 

Brad Froslee, Co-Pastor 
brad@stmichaelselca.com 

Lisa Koland, Church Administrator 
office@stmichaelselca.com 

Natalie Romero, Director of Children, Youth, & Family 
Ministries 
youth@st]ichaelselca.com 

Max Gouette, Communications Associate 
Communication@stmichaelselca.com 

 

 
Thomas Bartsch, Organist 

Jill Schendel, Pianist 

Karen Wilkerson, St. Michael’s Singer’s Choir Director 

Charles Preis, Chapel Ringer’s Bell Choir Director 

Cory Bock, Youth Music Director 
cory@stmichaelselca.com 

Savita Oberdorfer & Dan Lange 
Custodians 

Torin Froslee & Abby Nelson 
Weekend Custodians 

Peggy Mehen, Administra�ve Assistant 

Please reach out to the church office for contact information on members listed in an article.  
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