
Shared Ministry: Part II 
From the Congregational President - Chuck Hanson 

 
St. Michael’s Lutheran Church has been blessed with 
a congregation that knows what it means to step 
forward in service. That service includes work such as 
committee membership, worship leaders, Women’s 
Circles, Loaves and Fishes, BeFrienders, Habitat for 
Humanity, Rezek House, and many more. This 
commitment to service extends to our members’ 
daily lives in helping friends, families, and neighbors 
near and far. It is out of that ethic of service that  
St. Michael’s embodies what it means to share in 
ministry. I have been thinking a lot about what a 
commitment to “shared ministry” means to me and to our community. When 
we work together in ministry, we are better equipped for the “long haul” of 
ministering. A community-wide commitment to a model of “shared ministry” 
allows me – allows us – to go deeper into being the kind of servant Christ calls 
me, calls us, to be. 
  
Shared ministry is rooted in invitation, inviting each of us to discern ways we 

might use our individual gifts to be of service to our community at St. Michael’s, our neighbors in Roseville, 
and our brothers and sisters around the world. A ministry I’ve been invited into is BeFrienders, a ministry of 
listening and being with someone in a time of need. The BeFriender ministry was nowhere on my mind three 
years ago when Pastor Brad asked if I would consider leading this ministry with Ruth Petersen. Unbeknownst 
to Brad was that I had just been spending time with an old high school classmate who was battling cancer. The 
time with my classmate and Brad asking me to become involved overlapped as if it had been part of a well 
thought out plan, it wasn’t, it was timing. The joy of leading BeFrienders with Ruth is rooted in invitation and 
shared ministry.  
  
Pastor Brad wrote in the June newsletter of conversations within the Personnel & Administration Committee 
and the Church Council about moving toward a shared pastoral ministry model as “co-pastors” within the 
congregation. It is a conversation dating back over 40 years at St. Michael’s and one that several congregations 
within our metro area have already committed to. It is one that will hold up our two pastors – Pastor Brad and 
Pastor Ali – formally recognizing the equal calling they each put into action through their ministry among us. 
Shifting to adopting a pastoral model of “co-pastors” is one that truly excites me as a way of recognizing our 
ethic of shared ministry and helping us move forward together as the servants God calls us to be. To quote 
Pastor Brad “Living out our value of Authentic Relationships means that we are responsible to and for one 
another and that each person is further equipped to use their gifts for ministry in this place and in this world.” 
Together, within a community committed to a model of shared ministry, we will be better able to make an 
impact in the world. That is a community I desire to be a part of. 
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July Worship Services 
Sunday services over the summer will be held at 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary. 

Monday services will be held at 7:00 p.m. outside on the East Lawn, weather permitting. In the case of inclement 
weather or staff vacations, worship will be held in the Courtyard Room. 

Sunday, July 3:  10:00 a.m.  Monday, July 4:  No Service 
Sunday, July 10: 10:00 a.m.  Monday, July 11: 7:00 p.m. 
Sunday, July 17:  10:00 a.m.  Monday, July 18: 7:00 p.m. 
Sunday, July 24: 10:00 a.m.  Monday, July 25: 7:00 p.m.  
Sunday, July 31:  10:00 a.m.  Monday, August 1: 7:00 p.m.  

Live-Streamed Services 
Our Sunday morning 10:00 a.m. service will be live-streamed and available for later viewing at your leisure. 
Subscribe to the St. Michael’s You Tube Channel to watch worship live on Sunday mornings if you are not able to come 
in-person. Follow this link to the St. Michael’s Channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbsN5e-
O1XueIDWgrWE_lag/videos 

Watch your Friday Flyer for a copy of the Bulletin to download to follow along and a link to the live service.  Streamed 
services will also be recorded and posted on Sunday evening on our website https://www.stmichaelselca.com/ for 
viewing at your convenience. 
  

Summer Worship Schedule 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbsN5e-O1XueIDWgrWE_lag/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbsN5e-O1XueIDWgrWE_lag/videos
https://www.stmichaelselca.com/
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With Welcome 
New Baby 
Nora Maribet Moen, daughter of Lindsey and Brady Moen was born this past June and is welcomed by grandparents 
Roland and Betsy Hayes. 

In Memorial 
Jeffrey Swanson, longtime member of St. Michael's passed away on Friday, June 3. The family will be holding a time of 
remembrance and celebration of his life at Island Lake County Park in Shoreview from 1:00-3:00 p.m. on Friday, July 8. 

• Jeff was a fan of the outdoors and the presence of God in crea�on. Join in this celebra�on of his life as we 
commend him to God's safe keeping. 

• Address: Island Lake County Park, 3611 Victoria Street North, Shoreview, Minnesota, 55126.  
• The gathering will be at Pavillion #3. 

 
Dawn Malarkey Buchal’s memorial service will be held on July 10 at St. Michael’s. Visitation will begin at 1:30 p.m., 
followed by a service at 2:30 p.m. A gathering with desserts will be held after the service in the Courtyard Room. 

 
July Staff Plans 
In July, several of our staff will be on vacation or traveling with the youth on the Service Trip.  
Please note:  
• Pastor Ali is on Sabba�cal  through August 15 & Pastor Jay Carlson started Monday, June 20 and will be with us 

through August 15. 
• Pastor Brad returns from travel on July 1. 
• Natalie will be out of the office June 26-July 8;  
• Both Pastor Brad and Natalie will be traveling with the youth on the Service Trip July 30 – August 6. 

 

Choir Summer Pick-up Dates 
July 10 & 11 and August 14 & 15  
The choir will meet at 9:00 a.m. on July 10 and August 14 to rehearse for an hour prior to worship on those Sunday 
mornings. The choir generally gathers between 6:15-6:30 p.m. on the following Mondays to rehearse prior to the 
Monday evening service. Contact Karen Wilkerson for more information.  

Summer Worship Music 
If you would be able to provide special music for any of our summer services, please contact a member of the st. 
Michael’s music staff: 
Thomas Bartsch, Organist  
Jill Schendel, Pianist   
Karen Wilkerson, Adult Choir Director  
Charles Preis, Adult Bell Choir Director  
Cory Bock, Youth Choir Director cory@stmichaelselca.com 
 
Many thanks to all the talented musicians who participated in worship over our program year! 

You are a blessing to the ministry of St. Michael’s and we give thanks for you. 

Life of the Congregation 

Music @ St. Michael’s 

mailto:cory@stmichaelselca.com
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Youth Room Plans 
As I shared in last month’s newsletter, we have big plans for our Youth Room revamp! One of the projects is a mural! 
Our mural will be on multiple tiles of canvas, creating a mosaic type mural. A few reasons we chose this style, instead of 
putting it directly on the wall, was because we wanted involvement of the whole congregation of St. Michael’s and that 
if one day the space is repurposed, the art can be moved to a different location, if needed. St.Michael’s youth want to be 
good stewards of this space and making something permanent felt contradictory to that. We know that as needs change 
in the congregation and the community, the structure of the building may need to change as well.  

As High School students travel to Toledo, OH, this summer, youth and adults will be looking closer at their own story, 
God’s story, and our story together as a community, as we live out in the world.  

The word “community” keeps coming up in our conversations as we look at the revamp of the youth room. The 
community of St. Michael’s and the community around St. Michael’s. We will be sharing more about this and the mural 
project as we return from our Service Learning Trip in August. 

In late August, we will be working with Michelle Walka. Michelle is a Deaconess of the ELCA and a rostered ministry of 
Word and Service. Michelle will help our youth dive deeper into the story our youth want to tell with our mural. Michelle 
will work with St.Michael’s using creative community practices and foster space for us to dwell in God’s story.  

A few examples of Michelle’s community art projects can be found pictured here.  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Confirmation Updates 
Confirmation Mentoring 
We are excited to announce that next year we will be bringing back the confirmation mentoring program! Each 
confirmation student will be paired with an adult of St. Michael’s, but we need you to make that possible! Mentors will 
meet with their confirmation partner six times during the course of the program year (Sept-May) on scheduled ‘Mentor 
Nights’. It is a three year commitment. If you are interested in learning more about being a confirmation mentor, please 
contact Natalie Romero (youth@stmichalesleca.com)   

mailto:youth@stmichalesleca.com
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Activities in July 
Luther Crest: We have a number of youth signed up to go to Luther Crest Bible Camp July 10-14. We look forward to a 
great week at camp! 

Join us on Sunday, July 10, at 10:00 a.m. worship to send them off with our blessing! 
 

Summer 2022: Live the Truth 
July 17 – 22 The Naming Project Summer Camp is for 13-18 year-olds who are of any sexual 
orientation or gender identity or expression who are interested in discussing and understanding 
sexuality and gender in terms of their own spiritual journey  
This camp takes place at Bay Lake Camp in Deerwood, MN. 
For more information and to sign up you can visit their website: www.thenamingproject.org. 
 

BeLoved Teen Group 
An affirming space for LGBTQIA+ youth to be seen, known, and loved by God and by others. Located at Grace Lutheran 
Church 1500 6th St NE, Minneapolis, MN 55413 
July: Afternoon of Games! 
Starting in the Fall: 1st & 3rd Sunday of the Month. Dinner provided. 
 

http://www.thenamingproject.org/
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Social Ministry Calendar 
 July 13: Quilting and Bandage Rolling 
  9:00 a.m. Fellowship Hall 

 July 12:  Keystone Mobile Food Distribution 
  2:00 – 4:00 p.m. in Circle drive 

 July 10: Sandwich Making for Union Gospel Mission 
  11:00 a.m. Serving Area & Kitchen 

 July 11: Rezek House Meal 

 July 18: Loaves & Fishes  
  1:30 p.m. at Holy Rosary Catholic Church 

 Daily: Panera Bread Ministry: Evening pick up at Rosedale Panera, Morning Bagging in Kitchen 
 

Guatemala Partnership 
As summer in Minnesota spreads us further 
distances with vacations, lake visits and 
camping trips, we look forward to reuniting 
in support of our friends in Cimiento as the 
program year returns. 
 

The Guatemala Gala will take place on October 2 this fall, raising money for Education Programs of the Iglesia Luterana 
Agustina de Guatemala (ILAG). St. Michael’s recently approved a lead gift for the Gala of $1000. 
 
What for more updates on the church building project taking place at Santa Cruz de la Esperanza and the planning for 
the fall Gala! 

Refugee Resettlement Committee 
Here’s a brief update on the Afghan families that St. Michael’s is assisting. 

A little review: 
You may remember that we were asked by the Minnesota Council of Churches last fall to co-sponsor one Afghan 
young couple—Jamuillah and Guldosta—who arrived in Minnesota in October. Their first child, baby girl Shkula, was 
born shortly after they arrived.  

Sometime later, two additional families--Jamiullah’s cousin Hazrat and his wife Salma, and Guldosta’s uncle Hayat, his 
wife Razmina and their four young children—arrived in St. Paul. These families also were sponsored by the Minnesota 
Council of Churches, but they were not fortunate enough to be assigned to a co-sponsor like St. Michael’s, so we 
offered to help them informally as much as possible. 

What’s happening now: 
New baby: 

Hazrat and Salma welcomed baby Aryan in late May. Aryan is being seen at the University of Minnesota for a possible 
metabolic disorder. To date, we do not know if this disorder is severe, but we are aware that a special formula is 
recommended for him, increasing costs to the family. 

A time of transition: 
Since they have been in the United States now for six months, the three families have reached, or will soon reach, the 
date when they no longer are eligible for support from the Minnesota Council of Churches. This is a time of transition 
when they must begin paying more of their own expenses, like food, rent, and utilities. However, they are eligible for 

Social Ministry Activities 
 

St. Michael’s 

Santa Cruz de la Esperanza 
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support through the Minnesota Department of Human Services Resettlement Programs and the Afghan Cultural 
Society, and caseworkers have been assigned to assist them. St. Michael’s also intends to continue its support for 
these families as they work through this challenging time. 

The three men in our families are all employed at a plastics assembly facility in Eagan (They use Uber to travel to and 
from work.)  

All three men have passed their Minnesota driver permit tests, and the Afghan Cultural Society will help them study 
for the behind-the-wheel test. 

All the adults plan to attend online summer English classes offered through the Hubbs Center of the St. Paul schools. 

Some additional ways St. Michael’s is involved: 
Through the Bikes for Kids program, we’ve found almost-brand-new bikes for the adult men—that come with helmets 
and locks. 

The team is setting up opportunities for volunteers to read to the four young boys in Hayat and Razmina’s family so 
they can hear English spoken. 

We continue to provide transportation to doctor and dentist visits, shopping trips, and more. 

Members of the committee have researched food shelves in the area and have found some excellent sources of free 
food, as well as a possibility that one of the food shelves will deliver food to their homes. 

Thank you: 
Recently members of the congregation have donated a car seat, electric bassinet, baby swing, crib, books and toys, 
kitchen appliances and tools, fabric, and food to these families. They are very grateful, and so are we. 

Expenses continue, and we welcome any additional donations from our community. You have been very generous. 

How to learn more: 
The Refugee Resettlement Committee is invited to make a presentation about this project at Religion in Life in late 
September. Watch for announcements!  

Starting again in September 
A number of our learning opportunities are paused for the summer. They will resume in the new program year in 
September. Watch your September Messenger for all the details.  

• Faith in Daily Life 
• DEI Maters  

• Thursday Morning Bible Study 
• Desserters II Book Club 

Men’s Bible and Brew 
Thursday, July 21 at 7:00 p.m. at the home/backyard of  
Ted and Lornell Brand. 

Bring a favorite beverage and snack. We will toast to summer and time 
together. 

And as we move through this summer season of life and growth, we will share the times and places we have grown--in 
life, in faith, in work, in becoming who we are today. 

Quilting and Bandage Rolling 
Quilting and bandage rolling will continue to meet once a month over the summer on the 2nd Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. in 
the Fellowship Hall. 
 

Study & Fellowship Opportunities 
 



 

Yoga Devotion’s next 8 week session runs Mondays from June 27 
through August 22. No class on July 4. 
Classes start at 5:30 p.m. either in the Fellowship Hall or the 
Courtyard Room to accommodate Monday night worship at 7:00 p.m.  
Contact Mary Drache with any questions. 

 
 

Saints Baseball Game 
Come see the Saints! Not the celestial ones, but the ones that play baseball in 
downtown St. Paul! 
 What: St. Paul Saints vs. the Toledo Mudhens 
 When: Thursday, July 14th  
  5:30 p.m. Picnic beyond the outfield 
  7:05 p.m. Opening Pitch 
 Menu: Hot dogs, hamburgers, brats, salads, desserts, and drinks 
 How much: $45.00 per person for reserved seat & full picnic Meal 
 FREE!: As guests of the Community Life Committee: Youth, ages 1-12, and new members who’ve joined over 

the past 2 years  
 How: Sign up on the bulletin board outside the office or call Rich Callinan, 651-485-6686, or Kathy Callinan, 

More Ways to Serve 
Worship Leaders and Volunteers Needed 
Being back in the sanctuary or outdoors for worship again opens up some 
additional volunteer opportunities for St. Michael's members. Check 
SignUp Genius for opportunities to volunteer for: Ushers, Lectors, 
Communion Deacons, Communion Bread & Altar Prep, and Providing 
sanctuary flowers. 

Visit Sign-up Genius to see the opportunities awaiting you.  The quickest 
way to get there is to visit St. Michael’s website: www.stmichaelselca.com 
and click on the Volunteer Sign-up icon 
 
 

Online Giving 
Did you know that you can 
pay for an event or set up a 
recurring automatic gift to 
support the work of St. 
Michael's? Authorization 
forms are available from the 
church office or follow this 
link: 

https://www.stmichaelselca.com/givenow.html

Mobile Giving 
Vanco now has a mobile App 
as another method to set up a 
payment or a recurring 
automatic gift to support the 
work of St. Michael's. 
Download the Vanco Mobile 
App from the App Store and 
search for "St. Michael's 

Lutheran Church". 

http://www.stmichaelselca.com/
https://www.stmichaelselca.com/givenow.html


 
Dear St. Michael’s,  
Hello! We just received your donations. Thank you so much! Please 
know how much this does for the youth. 
As always, we appreciate the support and care the youth receive from 
St. Mike’s. Be well, 
Sean Mosman Sinclair 
Program Coordinator – Rezek House/TLP 
 

 
Dear St. Michael’s 

We are beyond grateful that you provided and shared your beautiful and sacred space with the 
Chamber Choir. The last 2 years have been very difficult on these students and the fact that you 
opened your doors so they could have a sense of normalcy and healing is a gift larger than we 
can capture here. Many, many thanks! 

Helen Martin & Ann Trench (St. Anthony Village High School Chamber Choir) 

Dear Friends, 
Thank you so much for your generous donation for the Ukranian family last month! I was lucky enough to be the one 
to hand off the keys to the family, and they couldn’t be more pleased with their new home. They were truly touched 
by your kindness. 
You are making a tangible difference in the world. Thank you! 

Lynn Mullin, Volunteer Program Coordinator, Refugee Services LSS 

Dear St. Michael’s. 
On behalf of UNW and the Northwestern Choir, I would like to thank you for the gift of your beautiful sanctuary and 
building for our recent Bach Festival. It’s just the perfect venue for our event, and hearing and singing Bach in the 
context of St. Michael’s is such a treat. The organ, the acoustics, the beauty and simplicity of the building full of art – 
perfection. 
Thank you for your partnership in the Gospel and for your generosity! Soli Deo Gloria,  

Tim Sawyer, Professor of Music 

 
 

Our friend Roy Reese is in transitional 
care in Rochester but keeps St. Michael’s 
in mind with these bible verses posted in 

his room.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes of Thanks 
 



 

Church Council Corner 
The St. Michael’s Church Council met on Tuesday, June 14. at 7:00 p.m. 

Council made note of the nine members who joined the congregation this past month. 

Primary action items of the council this month included: 
• Authorizing work to repair the patching of holes and degrading areas of the church parking lot. 
• Contrac�ng with Olson Advancement to conduct a feasibility study as we look at a poten�al capital campaign. 

The feasibility study will be conducted this August through October with a report to council at the October 
mee�ng. 

• The council also con�nued conversa�on around our values of Authen�c Rela�onship and Vibrant Faith & 
Worship. 

Additionally, the council received thank you notes from Lutheran Social Services of Minnesota (one for St. Michael’s 
work with Rezek House; another for individual and congregational support for items gifted to help a refugee family from 
Ukraine); and from staff and individuals from St. Anthony High School who hosted a dinner and concert here at St. 
Michael’s. 
The next church council meeting will be held on Tuesday, July 14, 2022, 8:15 p.m. 

2022 Budget Overview and Financial Update 
 May Actual May Budget YTD Actual Annual Budget 
Income $69,460 $61,863 $397,618 $874,359* 
Expenses $63,469 $69,178 $377,065 $874,359 
Net Balance $5,991 $-7,315 $20,553 $0 

*At the Annual Meeting on January 30, 2022, the congregation approved use of Reserve Funds (the carryover income 
from 2021) to balance budget, if needed at the end of the year. This is included in the Annual Approved budget of 
$874,359.  

SMART Update (St. Michael’s Assessment & Reopening Team) 
St. Michael’s is continuing with masks being optional, but encourages people to wear face masks as an extra measure 
of precaution. We also ask that people adjust (or readjust) to create more physical distance in group settings (3’-6’ if 
possible). 

Additionally, we ask everyone to be mindful of the symptoms of COVID-19. Should you have symptom we ask the 
following: 
1. Get tested (because of the rise in cases we cannot disregard symptoms and simply say “It’s just a cold.” or “It’s just 

allergies.”) 
2. If you are exhibi�ng symptoms please refrain from coming to worship and church ac�vi�es un�l you have had a 

COVID-19 test 
3. Even with a  nega�ve at home test it is possible to have a false-nega�ve, and we would ask anyone who is 

experiencing symptoms—even with a nega�ve test—to follow safety protocols and wear a mask for addi�onal 
protec�on in the context of the community. 

Current COVID-19 Protocols: 
• Mask op�onal 

o The team encourages all who feel comfortable wearing masks to con�nue to wear them. 
o The church will con�nue to provide KN95/N95 masks to use for those who would like them. 
o This is be consistent across all ages and spaces. 

• Con�nuous Communion in worship 
o We will come forward in a line (we ask that people maintain a 3' distance between those in front of and 

behind them), receiving bread and wine/juice in small cups. 

A Church at Work 
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• Return of the Children's PrayGround in worship 
o The children's PrayGround is set up again at the back of the sanctuary. 
o The church will provide masks for any children/families who would like them and do not have their own. 

• Light funeral/memorial refreshments, food at community gatherings 
o Refreshments for gatherings at the church are allowed. 
o Coffee hours between services will be dependent on congrega�onal volunteers. 

Thanks, again, for your work in keeping our community healthy. Sandra Eliason, Deb Legan, Sarah Osterman, Dennis 
Skovsted, Hal Tiffany, Jone Tiffany, Karen Wilkerson, and Pastor Brad Froslee 

 
St. Michael’s is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 

St. Michael’s Lutheran Church lives out God’s grace and love for all people. Faithful to the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ, we welcome those who have been part of church communities, those who have no 
previous church experience, and those who have felt excluded by the Church because of their race 
or ethnicity, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, physical or mental capabilities, financial 

resources, or family circumstances. In this witness we seek reconciliation, healing, and wholeness. As a diverse people 
we are then empowered by the Holy Spirit to live and work together for God’s promised day of justice, peace, and 
mercy. 

Land Acknowledgement 
Last year, the ELCA published “A Declaration of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America to American Indian and 
Alaska Native People,” in which the church confesses its sins toward Indigenous peoples and lists the commitments it 
will begin working toward as it responds to its original “Repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery” from 2016. 

Not getting your Friday Flyer? 
Are you having a problem with our weekly e-newsletter, the Friday Flyer not showing up in your primary 
inbox? First check your other inbox folders—it often shows up in a spot called the Promotions folder. Or it 
could be in your Spam folder. If a search of those yields nothing, then contact Lisa Koland at 
office@stmichaelselca.com, and we’ll find a way to make sure the newsletter gets to you! 

Notes about the Messenger 
Making the Messenger Green 
If you prefer to read your upcoming issues of St. Michael’s monthly Messenger newsletter in your email or on 
our church website instead of having a paper copy mailed to you, please notify the church office.  
Just let the church office know your preference. 

Got something for the August Messenger?  
The Messenger submission deadline is Friday, July 22, 2022.  

 
 
 
  

St. Michael’s Lutheran Church is located on the original and ancestral homeland of the Dakota 
people, and we give thanks for their presence here since time immemorial. We also wish to 
recognize and honor all our indigenous siblings who have and continue to call this land their home.  
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