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Σωτηρία (sótéria)  
is the Greek word for 
welfare, prosperity, 
deliverance, preserva-
tion, safety.  This word 
is most often translat-
ed into English with 
the word “salvation”—

a word rooted in healing and protect-
ing from harm.  This word is used forty
-six times throughout the Bible. 
 
Recently I have been pondering this 
word and what healing and protecting 
from harm looks like with all that is 
happening around us. 
 
In the midst of the COVID-19  
pandemic, what does it mean for the 
church to be a place of salvation?   
How are we as a community a vessel  
of healing and protecting others from 
harm? 
 
On the heels of this past month with 
the death of George Floyd and the call 
for and work towards racial justice, 
what does it mean for each of us and 
for St. Michael’s to be about healing 
and protecting others from harm? 
 
In a country and a world with such vast 
political and social divides, how are we 
as followers of Jesus called both to 
know and proclaim God’s healing pres-
ence and to create welfare and safety? 
 
 

I have appreciated Barbara 
Brown Taylor’s reflection in her 
book, Leaving Church.  Barbara 
shares that a number of years 
ago she was invited to speak at  
a church gathering and the host 
posed a topic or her, “Tell us 
what is saving your life now.”  
This invitation got her thinking.  
First she, too, began thinking 
about salvation and then about 
what it might mean or look like 
to see this in action, about which 
she writes: 
 

Salvation is so much more 
than many of its propo-
nents would have us be-
lieve.  In the Bible, human 
beings experience God’s 
salvation when peace ends 
war, when food follows 
famine, when health sup-
plants sickness and free-
dom trumps oppression.  
Salvation is a word for the 
divine spaciousness that 
comes to human beings in 
all the tight places where 
their lives are at risk, re-
gardless of how they got 
there or whether they 
know God’s name.  Some-
times it comes as an  
extended human hand and 
sometimes as a bolt from 
the blue, but either way it 
opens a door in what 
looked for all the world like 
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a wall.  This is the way of life, and God 
alone knows how it works. 
 
Although we might use different 
words to describe it, most of us 
know what is killing us.  For some 
it is the deadly rush of our lives; 
for others it is the inability to 
move.  For some it is the prison of 
our possessions; for others the 
crushing poverty that dooms our 
children to more of the same.  Few 
of us can choose our circumstanc-
es, but we can choose how we  
respond to them.  To be saved is 
not only to recognize an alterna-
tive to the deadliness pressing 
down upon us but also to be able 
to act upon it.  Even those who 
have no choice but to be carried 
toward safety on stretchers will 
eventually be given the chance 
take up their mats and walk, and 
even those whose legs still will not 
work can discover how agile a 
healed spirit can be. 

 
Today there are many things that are killing 
us.  There is the novel corona virus that has 
ended the lives of over 450,000 people 
around the globe and has caused physical 
isolation.  There is racism that his killing 
people—physically it is harming people who 
are viewed as “non-white,” but it is also  
spiritually and emotionally killing us all.  
There are the on-going threats to creation.  
There are economic challenges, there is  
addiction, there is grief.  Each of us can 
come up with our own list of things that are 
weighing us down or “killing us.” 
 
However, Barbara Brown Taylor then 
switches gears and goes on to list the things 
that are saving her life today.  Her list  
includes teaching school, living in relation-

ship with creation, observing the Sabbath,  
encountering God in other people, commit-
ting to the task of becoming fully human. 
 
This sense of what is saving her allows her to 
say openly what she believes about God; 
about God’s faith in her; and about all the 
companions whom God has given her to help 
see the world as God sees it, so that together 
she and the community may find a way to  
realize the divine vision. 
 
Today we need to latch onto that sense of 
healing and salvation.  In the midst of sick-
ness, in the midst of racism and righteous  
anger, in the midst of police officers struggling 
with vocation, in the midst of parents and 
teachers trying to figure out what the summer 
and fall will look like, in the midst of the next 
election cycle, we need to look to that is  
saving us. 
 
As I make my list I know that meals with  
family; long walks with Bill, Torin, and our 
dog; time at our family farm; conversations 
with friends and colleagues; an occasional 
game of 500; and seeing God’s presence in 
creation and people; working with others in 
making a difference in our community; and 
taking time to reflect and pray…these things 
and more are saving me. 
 
As we enter into this paradoxical Minnesota 
season of both busy-ness and renewal, I invite 
you to take time for yourself and the Holy.  
Allow yourselves times to splash in the lakes 
and also in the baptismal waters of promise in 
which we are renewed.  Take time to stretch 
before you go out for a run or walk and allow 
your Holy imagination to be stretched as you 
pray, read, and meditate. 
 
In the midst of the brokenness we see around 
us and perhaps feel within,  this is a time–a  
season—for us to look at what is saving us and 
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bringing healing and how we might live in the 
renewing light of Christ. 
 
And as we experience that renewal, may we  
become vessels of healing, safety, and welfare—
of sótéria—for others 
 
May the healing of Christ flow through us to 
this world in need. 
  
Amen!  May it be so! 
Pastor Brad 
 
 
 

Words of Thanks 

 
Thank you so much for the outpouring of love 
and after the birth of Elias! The many hearts, 
cards, gifts, and words of care have been a 
blessing to our family. We look forward to a 
time when Eli can meet his church family in  
person!  
 

With love and gratitude, 
Ali, Ben, Gabriel, & Elias Ferin 
 

 

Thank you to those of you who drove by 
my house to wave and wish me a happy 
birthday.  Thank you for those who sent 
cards.  I enjoyed seeing all of you! 

~ Ginny Perman 
********************************************** 

Dear St.  Michael’s Congregation, 
While you may never meet the children 
and families you have helped, be assured 
that you have warmed their hearts and 
changed their lives.  Thank you for your 
continued support of the ILAG mission and 
generous gift of $1,000 to the 2020  
Guatemala Gala. 
 

I am thrilled to report that our virtual gala 
was a very real success! Together we 
raised of $91,000 for the new school and 
COVID-19 relief efforts. 
 

Thank you for walking along side of our 
siblings in Guatemala. 
 

Somos uno en Cristo– We are one in 
Christ. 
 

Blessing, 
Joan Felice 
********************************************* 
Dear Saints of St. Michael’s, 
Thank you for your generosity and for re-
sponding to the call to do ministry togeth-
er.  You touch so many lives by living out 
your faith through your ministry and 
through these gifts. You are awesome! 
 

Your amazing $5,000 gift given to the 
Southeastern Synod on 5/19/2020 desig-
nated for Disaster response in the SE  
Synod is very much appreciated. 
 

During these uncertain times, together we 
can accomplish the ministry to which God 
is calling us as the ELCA.   
 

Sincerely, 
Holly Liersch, Office Manager 
 



J U L Y  M E S S E N G E R  P A G E  4  

July Calendar 
Please check the church’s website for 
the most current calendar information.  
Thank you. 

A Word of thanks for the  
Support of the Community 
  

With all that has happened in the Twin  
Cities over the last month since the death 
of George Floyd, St. Michael’s has had a 
number of people involved in serving at 
the pop-up food shelf at Bethlehem  
Lutheran Church in the Midway, volun-
teering at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in 
south Minneapolis, cleaning up streets  
after the looting, and participating in vigils 
for change. 
  
Additionally, through the support of the 
congregation we have been able to pro-
vide $1000 to the Bethlehem Food Shelf, 
$1000 to Holy Trinity for their food shelf 
and supplies, $1000 to Calvary Lutheran 
Church’s Food Shelf and supplies (located 
at 39th and Chicago). 
  
Thanks to all who have generously given  
of their time and resources to help the 
community during this challenging time. 

Update from SMART 
(St. Michael’s Assessment & Reopening Team) 
  
By the time you read this the St. Michael’s Team 
responsible for assessing the situation around 
COVID-19 and evaluating the church’s next 
steps will have met three times.  
Members of the committee are: Jon Bates, Kim 
Chapman, Sandy Eliason, Deb Legan,  
Sarah Osterman, Dennis Skovsted, Jone  
Tiffany, Hal Tiffany, Karen Wilkerson, as well as 
Pastor Brad. 
  
The team has moved forward in evaluating sev-
eral of St. Michael’s areas of serving the commu-
nity (looking especially at critical  
mission for those in need, such as Loaves & Fish-
es, sandwich making for Union Gospel Mission, 
Panera Bread Rescue, Keystone Mobile Food 
Shelf, Habitat for Humanity) and has allowed for 
resuming with updated protocols and social dis-
tancing.  Additionally, the committee has ap-
proved the pastors to provide opportunities for 
in-person  
pastoral care and counseling outside with  
social distancing. 
  
Over the next few weeks the team will be look-
ing other congregational events and  
activities, use of space, and plans for worship for 
August and beyond.  The team will be providing 
guidance to church council at the July meeting.  
The council will be relaying  
decisions after July 15th with regard to plans for 
worship and in-person meetings. 
  
Please stay tuned as SMART continues to moni-
tor the health situations and the  
challenges and opportunities for the congrega-
tion as we move forward.  

Office Closed—Holiday  
The staff will be on Holiday, July 3rd  

for the July 4th holiday. 

Save the Date 
Virtual Men’s Bible & Brew will meet  
on Tuesday, July 21 at 7:30 p.m.  
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August  Messenger newsletter article submission deadline  

Friday, July 17 at 9:00 a.m. 

Anna Ferro serving as Contextual Education  
Student with St. Michael’s this Summer 
 Many of you have had the opportunity to meet Anna Ferro,  

a student at Luther Seminary, who has been a contextual education 
student at St. Michael’s this year.  Anna was planning to do Clinical 
Pastoral Education (a term of hospital chaplaincy) this summer, but 
due to COVID-19 that has been  postponed. Instead, Anna will be 
involved with St. Michael’s—so you may see her preach or read 
scripture on occasion as part of the online services, experience her 
assisting with the children, youth, and family programming, or  
receive a phone call or check-in email to see how things are going. 
  

We are excited to have Anna with us this summer helping around the church. 

Life in the Community 
• Emily and Joe Strand welcomed a new baby at the end of May 

• The Barkve family celebrated the birth of June Irene Barkve, daughter of Nik Barkve and 

Kate Schletty (granddaughter of Kelly and Allen Barkve).  June was born June 13. 

• Prayers are with Belinda Cline’s family, especially her sister Rita and brother-in-law Bill,  

        with Bill’s recent cancer diagnosis 

• Prayers are with Patty Bales and Doug Schumacher as they grieve the death of their  

        sister-in-law Ann 

• Prayers are with Nancy Suter and her family as they grieve the death of Nancy’s mother 

• Prayers are with Dennis Malarkey and Jessica Ryder and their family with the recent    

        death of Denny’s daughter, Dawn 

• Prayers are with Ruth Blomster as she walks with her brother, Don, who is in hospice 

• Prayers are with Ruth Herz 

• Prayers are with Lloyd Mart 

• On-going prayers are with Roger and Bettie Syverud celebrated their 50th Wedding  

        Anniversary on June 27th 

• On-going prayers are with Ed Olson who celebrated his 100th birthday on June 27th 

• Prayers are with Theresa Jacobson, daughter-in-law of Sue and Lyle Jacobson, as she  

        recovers from  surgery 

• Prayers for all recovering from surgery 

• Prayers are with all living with or walking with others through addiction 
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St. Michael’s Summer Diversity Book Club  
with Laurie Krachmer 
 

Over the summer St. Michael’s members are invited  
to be part of a book club discussing diversity, inclusion,  
and race.  This group is reading Your Blues Ain’t Like Mine ,  
a novel by Bebe Moore Campbell, and will meet  online  
for conversation and connection. 

 

This Book Club will be meeting on the 3rd Wednesday  
of each month from 12:00—1:00 p.m. 

 

Feel free to order the book online or connect with a local 
bookstore.  It will be broken down into the following sections: 

July 15 —Chapters 19-32 

August 19 — Chapters 33-51 

 

As you move into this book, you are invited to begin considering 
these questions: 

1. What one word you would use to describe the book? 

2. What positive or negative impacts did you see related to these dimensions of diversity? 

  Socio-economics 

  Race 

  Geographic 

  Education 

  Gender 

  Addiction—alcohol, tobacco 

3.   How did you see privilege play out, on which dimensions of diversity? 

4. How did you see sex and power play out? 

5. With  whom do you resonate the least, and why? 

6. With whom do you resonate the most, and why? 

7. What do you understand better or differently? 

8. What do you understand less well? 

 

Information for logging onto Zoom to participate in these conversations will be included in the 
Friday eblasts over the next three months. 



2020 Budget Overview from the Finance Committee   

                
                 YTD Actual        YTD Budget        Annual  

           as of 5/31/20            as of 5/31/20       Approved Budget
     
          Income          $ 392,876 $349,985  $  814,918 

  

          Expenses                   $  297,238 $337,100 __ $   814,918 

          Net Balance             $     95,638   $   12,884  $        0 

 
1 At the Annual Meeting on January 26, 2020, the congregation approved use of reserve    
funds of $48,910, if needed to meet the budget at the end of the year. This is included  
in the Annual Approved Budget of $814,918. 
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A St. Michael’s Summer Opportunity! 
Listening to the Prophets Anew with Dick Nysse 
 

This summer we are excited to have a new opportunity at St. Michael’s!  

Wednesday evenings this summer, July 8; August 5 at 7:00 p.m., St. Michael’s member Dick 

Nysse (retired professor of Old Testament and pastor) will lead an online conversation on  

prophetic proclamation—past and present. These sessions will look at how the prophets  

summon the community to repentance, announce judgment, and proclaim hope. 

 

In preparation, participations will be asked to read selected passages from the Bible and  

ponder a few questions in advance of each session. Dick will provide reflections drawn from 

his teaching a class on the Prophets in each of his 36 years at Luther Seminary. Dick will also 

draw from Walter Brueggemann's book, Reality, Grief, Hope: Three Urgent Prophetic Tasks. 

Brueggemann’s book is suggested for those who wish to do additional reading; it is optional.  

[A Kindle versions is available for $1.99.]  

 
Information for logging onto Zoom to participate in these conversations will be included in 
the Friday eblasts over the next three months. 
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CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FAMILY MINISTRY NEWS 

ONLINE CHILDREN AND YOUTH MINISTRIES 

On Wednesdays, our children be-
tween kindergarten and 5th grade 
are invited to gather virtually to-
gether and with company from the 
church. We'll join together in song, 
joy, and community. 

 

Contact Jon for the password! 

At 10:00am on July 12, and August 2 the entire congregation 
is invited to gather virtually with your household on Zoom. 
We'll gather, be nurtured, and be sent out from our devices to 
be St. Michael's wherever we go. 

 

This summer, we will have a moments of connection focusing 
on the Body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12) from our own homes 
and through intergenerational ways. 

 

Watch out for more information on social media and in the 
Friday E-Blast.  

On Wednesday evenings we will 
gather weekly on Zoom for a point 
of connection during these unprec-
edented times. We'll have a time of 
connection, prayer, and a virtual 
activity.   

 

Contact Jon for the password! 

Before bedtime on Sunday eve-
nings, join in on live time or at your 
convenience to hear a story read by 
someone from St. Michael's and 
receive a blessing before you go to 
bed.  

 

Find the video on social media and 
our website. 

ACCESS OUR ONLINE MINISTRIES AT: 

STMICHAELSELCA.COM/faithathome-cyf 

INTERGENERATIONAL SUMMER MINISTRIES 
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Senior Graduation Recognition Drive-Thru 

St. Michael’s on  
Social Media 

Questions or want to get connected 
in another way? 

Connect with Jon Bates (Children, 
Youth & Family Director): 

youth@stmichaelselca.com or 
651-631-1510 ext. 202 

Find us on the following social 
media accounts by searching 
for stmichaelselca: 

Middle School (6-8th grade) 
and High School (9-12th 
grade) have texting groups, 
to stay connected during 
this time! 

 

Let Jon know your student’s 
cell-phone number to get 
subscribed. 
 

Staying connected 

The best way to stay connect-
ed is being subscribed to the 
every other week, Children, 
Youth, and Family Ministry 
Newsletter.  

 

If you’re not receiving this 
newsletter yet, contact Jon 
below or go to: 

stmichaelelca.com/faithathome-cyf 

On Sunday, June 7, history was made at St. Michael’s a the 2020 high school graduates 
experienced a social distanced blessing and a drive-thru of congregation members. Olivia 
Ellis, Elizabeth Erwin, Cirdan Klindworth, Samuel Koland, Samantha Hermanson, Nick 
Rogness, and Natalie Trimble, y’all are blessings! St. Michael’s is praying for you and your 
next chapter in life!  

Folks drove through the parking lot. There’s  Pastor Ali! 

We had to take a socially distanced photo! 

Our seniors and their families, being blessed by Brian Thompson, Pastor Brad, and Jon Bates. 

What will the fall look like?  

As we are still learning how to live in a pandemic due to COVID-19, we are still plan-
ning to continue with our programming as best as we can, and as “normal” as we can. 
Through conversation with the St. Michael’s Assessment and Reopening Team and 
the Children, Youth, and Family Committee we will continue to shape and create a 
ministry that is relevant and adaptable. 
 
If you are interested in becoming a part of the Children, Youth, and Family Commit-
tee, please let Jon know! Your leadership and feedback is so important right now.  

Summer Ministries with Luther Crest Bible Camp 

The FREE Bold Transformational Faith program (BTF) was  implemented in response to the 
Covid-19 pandemic. Though we are unable to safely gather at the Luther Crest site, we know 
that "where two or three are gathered," God is also there (Matthew 18:20). Even if that gather-
ing is creative and done through Zoom and other online platforms, we know that God is with us! 
They have FREE online ministries for children, youth, families, and adults! 

 

Learn more at luthercrest.org! 
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Social Ministries 

We continue to serve our community partners as they face increasing challenges during the 
pandemic. Here are some ways you can get involved! 

Rezek House Meals 

Rezek House is a homeless shelter for youth. Once a month they provide a community meal for 
the 15 residents. Volunteers are needed to provide a meal for the youth! We are able to reim-
burse you for expenses of the meal. Learn more and sign up 
here:https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c084aaba72fa6fd0-20202 

Our next meal is July 6th and we need volunteers. 

Sandwich Making for Union Gospel Mission – Sunday, July 12th—10:00 a.m.  
 

•Union Gospel Mission is still in need of food donations at this time.  
 

•We are looking for one family to sign up to make sandwiches at church.  
         
We will practice physical distancing, proper hand washing, and glove wearing.  

 
Contact Joe Nosek to sign up for sandwich making, and learn more and sign up for meat pick up 
and sandwich delivery here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c084aaba72fa6fd0-20201 
 
 

Keystone Mobile Food Distribution 

The Mobile Food truck will be at St. Michael’s on Tuesday, July 14 from 3:00—5:00 p.m. 

We’re looking for one more person to volunteer.  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c084aaba72fa6fd0-20195  

 

Loaves & Fishes Meal 

Monday, July 20 is the next date that St. Michael’s will be serving a meal at Loaves & Fishes.  
Please consider volunteering if you are able to do so.  Let us know by signing up on Sign-Up  
Genius.  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c084aaba72fa6fd0-loaves1  

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c084aaba72fa6fd0-20202
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c084aaba72fa6fd0-20201
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c084aaba72fa6fd0-20195
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c084aaba72fa6fd0-loaves1
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