The Messenger

J

What’s Inside?




Worship & Education Schedule

Program Year Schedule

Sunday Mornings
Sunday School & Youth Group at 9:10 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship at 10:00 a.m.
Religion in Life education series at 11:10 a.m.

Wednesday Evenings
Community Meal at 5:00 p.m.
Evening Prayer Service at 6:10 p.m.
Confirmation at 7:00 p.m.

January Worship Schedule
Sunday, January 4

e  Worship in the Sanctuary

e 10:00a.m.

e Live Streamed & Recorded

Wednesday, January 7
e Evening Prayer
e 6:10 p.m. in the Courtyard Room

Sunday, January 11
e Worship in the Sanctuary
e 10:00a.m.
e ASL Interpretation
e Live Streamed & Recorded

Wednesday, January 14
e Evening Prayer
e 6:10 p.m. in the Courtyard Room

Sunday, January 18
e  Worship in the Sanctuary
e 10:00 a.m.
e Live Streamed & Recorded

Wednesday, January 21
e Evening Prayer
e 6:10 p.m. in the Courtyard Room

Sunday, January 25
e  Worship in the Sanctuary
e 10:00 a.m.
e ASL Interpretation
e Live Streamed & Recorded

Wednesday, January 28
e Evening Prayer
e 6:10 p.m. in the Courtyard Room
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Community Meals

Wednesdays at 5:00p.m. — 6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall

Join us each Wednesday for a community meal. Watch your Friday Flyer for the January meal menus.
All are welcome!

Live-Streamed Services

Each Sunday, our service will be live-streamed. Subscribe to the St. Michael’s YouTube Channel to watch worship live
on Sunday mornings if you are not able to come in person.

0| Watch your Friday Flyer for a copy of the Bulletin to download and follow along, as well as the link to the

1 live service. Streamed services will also be recorded and posted on Sunday evening on our website
https://www.stmichaelselca.com/ for viewing at your convenience Scan the QR Code to go to the St.
Michael’s Channel.

ASL in Worship

ASL will be provided the 2" and 4™ Sundays of the month. Please contact the church office for an updated schedule
of interpreters.

Worship Volunteers Are Needed!

Volunteers are needed to serve as ushers, lectors, communion deacons, and fellowship hosts. These are great
wsoim opportunities for folks of all ages - families are encouraged to sign up together! We are also looking for
% Altar Prep / Cleanup volunteers. Training will be provided and schedules are flexible.

Scan the QR Code or head to www.stmichaelselca.com and click “Volunteer” to access signups.

celebrate a special occasion or honor a loved one with a dedication that will be printed in the bulletin.
Use the Flower Signup on the bulletin board, call the church office, or sign up online or through the
church website www.stmichaelselca.com and click “Volunteer” to access signup .
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Religion in Life

Sundays, 11:10 a.m.

Religion In Life (St. Michael’s adult education forum) is back in action in January 2026, after a week off! This is a great
opportunity to join others from the congregation and community in learning about and discussing a variety of
topics—from Bible and theology, to Community Life and Justice Issues, to Health, Wellness, Spirituality, and Art.

Religion in Life will begin at 11:10 a.m. in the courtyard room. Many of the Religion in Life sessions will be
live-streamed and recorded so that they are available to a broader audience and can be viewed at other
times. Sessions can be found on our website (under Education/Online Religion in Life)
https://www.stmichaelselca.com/ or Scan the QR Code to go to the St. Michael’s Channel:

Schedule for January

Sunday, January 4
Happenings at the U—St. Michael’s U of M Faculty & Staff
Since it’s beginning in 1953 St. Michael’s has had strong connections to area colleges, universities, and seminaries
due to its location and the proximity to these centers of learning. The congregation continues to benefit from
faculty and staff who are actively involved in in these educational institutions.

This Sunday we are excited to welcome faculty and staff from the University of Minnesota to share about work
being done at the University. The last year has provided significant challenges for many academies of high

education, and today is an opportunity to hear a little about how the U of M is adapting. Additionally, this is an
opportunity to hear about program and initiatives that are being undertaken. Come and join the conversation!

Sunday, January 11
Mapping Prejudice—Amelia Palacious
Mapping Prejudice is an interdisciplinary research project based in the University of
Minnesota Libraries. The team of historians, geographers, librarians and digital
humanists work with community members to expose how race shaped the built
environment. The organization mobilizes community members to document racial
covenants, which were clauses that were embedded in property records to keep people
who were not White from buying or occupying homes. The project has garnered national
accolades and praise from community groups, local and state governance, civil rights
activists, public health practitioners, advocates for government transparency, and more.

This presentation will cover technologies of racism in the 20th Century including racial

covenants, redlining, the Federal Highway System, and their contemporary relationship to racial disparities across
homeownership, health outcomes and more. Together we will discuss stories of resistance and how communities
are using this legacy to craft reparative policies.

Amelia Palacios is the Communications Specialist for Mapping Prejudice. She manages Mapping Prejudice’s
newsletter, social media, and any other communications we produce. Amelia earned her B.A. in Media and Cultural
Studies from Macalester College in Saint Paul. She has worked in the Twin Cities nonprofit scene for the last 7
years, serving as an AmeriCorps member with CTEP (Community Technology Empowerment Project), teaching
media-making classes at SPNN (Saint Paul Neighborhood Network), facilitating a multi-disciplinary public art
storytelling project at TCMA (Twin Cities Media Alliance), and supporting operations at TakeAction MN. More
recently, she managed communications and public programming at a Quaker non-profit in Boston, Massachusetts
and supported community engagement efforts for an urban design firm in Somerville, Massachusetts.
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Sunday, January 18
Medicaid & Direct Payment Bill: the future of Health Care in MN—Anne Jones
A lot is changing in health care right now, and there are many questions surrounding what
is next in Minnesota and across the nation. This Sunday, Anne Jones will join us to share
thoughts around the current state of affairs when it comes to health care in Minnesota and
ways we can learn, engage, and be part of the on-going dialogue.

Anne Jones practiced as a registered nurse for over 45 years, and is now retired and

focusing on the issue of health care payment reform. She is Vice-Chair of the Board of

Health Care for All Minnesota. She has held positions in direct patient care, clinical

education, and nursing leadership, on inpatient nursing units at the University of

Minnesota Hospital (now M Health) for 35 years. Her perioperative nursing experience

included over 25 years of direct patient care in the multi-specialty OR at the University, as

well as clinical education and as the OR nurse manager, followed by three and a half years

as an OR nurse manager at Abbott-Northwestern Hospital. She spent her last two years in

nursing at the Minnesota Department of Health in the Health Policy Division, working with primary care clinics to
implement more effective care delivery, preventive services, and care coordination for patients with complex,
chronic conditions. She earned a baccalaureate degree in nursing from the University of Minnesota and a master of
arts in health and human services from St. Mary's University of Minnesota.. She retired from the United States Air
Force Reserve after 23 years of service with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel.

Sunday, January 25
Gun Violence Projection in Minnesota—Maggiy Emery
Protect Minnesota was founded in 1991 as a coalition of 16 statewide groups committed
to working together to prevent gun violence. Originally named Citizens for a Safer
Minnesota, the group was instrumental in passing legislation at both the state and national
level in the 1990s to keep guns out of the hands of convicted domestic abusers.

In 2005, Citizens for a Safer Minnesota merged with the Million Mom March chapters in
the state. At that time the name was changed to Protect Minnesota (501.c3) and the
Protect Minnesota Advocacy Fund (501.c4). Now, 27 years after its founding, Protect
Minnesota is still the only independent, statewide gun violence prevention organization in
Minnesota. The organization is committed to working in partnership with non-profit
organizations, advocacy groups and law enforcement to prevent gun violence in our state.

Maggiy has a background in communications, organizing, and development in such issue

areas as gun violence prevention, food justice, animal welfare, immigrant and refugee

rights, and more. She serves as the Executive Director at Protect Minnesota. In her free time, you can find her
reading, cooking, hiking and running, and enjoying animal companionship.
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Pastor’s Letter

A Generous 2025

St. Michael’s is congregation with a generous spirit! At the start of a new year, it’s powerful to reflect on the lasting
impact our collective generosity has had on the community and around the world. The following is a snapshot of how
your generosity has been at work outside of the walls of our church in 2025.

We gave $63,000 to care for people and the larger church through the ministries and agencies of the Saint Paul Area
Synod and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

We gave $25,000 to the Saint Paul Area Synod Planting Hope Campaign to help build a therapeutic preschool on the
East Side of St. Paul and fund global partnership travel scholarships for young adults in the synod.

We gave $13,000 to Lutheran Disaster Response to provide aid for various disasters in the United States and around
the world such as the California wildfires, the earthquake in Myanmar and Thailand, and Hurricane Melissa recovery
work.

We gave $8,000 to Holy Hammers, a consortium of churches through Habitat for Humanity. St. Michael’s donated
hundreds of volunteer hours in construction and food/hospitality.

We gave $7,023 for our various food ministries, including; the Loaves and Fishes meal which served over 3,000
people nutritious dinners, ingredients and supplies to make over 4,000 sandwiches for the Union Gospel Mission to
be distributed to clients and day workers, and supplies to package Panera bread to be distributed at the Keystone
Food Shelf. We were able to supplement some of our typical expenses for these ministries with Thrivent Action
Grants.

We gave $14,500 in a special gift for Lutheran Social Service Refugee services after federal funding cuts impacted
work with local refugee families

We gave $2,000 to the ILAG (Lutheran Church in Guatemala) annual gala raising money for children’s education
scholarships and raising up and empowering local leaders and for general support of the ILAG’s congregational
partnership program.

We gave $9,790 in support of our neighbors out of the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund for crisis needs such as rent,
transportation, utilities bills, groceries, emergency shelter services, etc.

We gave $1,000 to Luther Crest Bible Camp to support Lutheran Outdoor Ministries.

We gave $1,000 to the Interfaith Action of Greater Saint Paul to support their work in addressing poverty through
interfaith initiates.

We gave $1,000 to Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota to support their important ministries such as services for
refugees, homeless shelters, financial counseling, adoption services, foster care, behavioral health services, etc.

We gave $1,000 to Lutheran Campus Ministry at University of Minnesota Minneapolis/St. Paul campus to support the
faith formation of college students.

We gave $700 in scholarships for girls in Sierra Leone through Lutheran World Relief

We gave $400 in Holiday Gifts to Rezek House, a ministry of Lutheran Social Service that provides supportive
transitional housing to homeless youth. 20 confirmation students and their adult mentors volunteered their time to
shop for the gifts!

We gave $1,555 through the work of our congregational refugee resettlement team to assist Afghan refugee families
in ongoing resettlement efforts
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We gave $500 to a Saint Paul Area Synod leadership initiative to support local BIPOC leaders in congregations

We gave $575 to Keystone Community Services food shelves and hundreds of pounds of food that serve our
neighborhood, particularly through the Food Mobile which St. Michael’s hosts once a month with our many
dedicated volunteers.

We gave $200 to Every Meal along with many volunteer hours to provide weekend groceries for students at Parkview
Center Elementary School. The Esther Circle designated this gift out of their Lutheran Church Women Fund!

We gave $150 to Undue Medical Debt, eliminating $15,000 of medical debt in the United States. Our contribution is a
part of a collaborative of Minnesota Faith Communities, Thee Alliance, with a goal of eliminating 100 million dollars in
medical debt.

We gave $250 to Growing Through Loss, a coalition of local congregations that creates and hosts community grief
groups.

We gave $100 to Global Health Ministries and hundreds of volunteer hours to send medical supplies to community
clinics around the globe.

We gave $200 to the Roseville Area Meals on Wheels Program to provide food assistance for our neighbors.
We gave $100 to Bread for the World, working to end hunger through advocacy.

We gave $100 to Northeast Youth & Family Services to provide mental heath support to local youth.

We gave $350 to Solid Ground to help families break cycles of homelessness in St. Paul and surrounding areas

We gave $100 to Reconciling Works, which provides advocacy, resources, and support to Reconciling in Christ
congregations and congregations working to become “RIC” within the ELCA, expanding LGBTQIA+ ministries in our
denomination

We gave $100 to Extraordinary Lutheran Ministries to support LGBTQIA+ seminarians and church leaders
We gave $100 to Camp Wapo to support Lutheran outdoor ministries

We gave $100 to Global Refuge, formally Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services to help support refugees and
migrants after federal funding cuts

We gave $303 to provide supplemental items in collection drives for local families providing winter clothing,
household goods, and holiday gifts

We provided hundreds of in-kind donations of school supplies, warm winter clothing, and gifts for the holiday season
to the Roseville School District and surrounding area.

We provided hundreds of volunteer hours with our community partners such as Every Meal, Global Health Ministries,
Loaves and Fishes, Brimhall Reading Program, and quilting and bandage rolling for the Veterans Home.

We provided 10 global microloans through Kiva, an international nonprofit that provides access to financial resources
for underserviced communities throughout the world.

We welcomed into our church home Northern Voices School for Children with Hearing Loss and dozens of other
community groups such as ACA, Sound Mind Choir, Girl Scouts, and more!

We gave over $ 152,196 in making God’s love tangible for our neighbors in need.
We give thanks for your generous and faithful stewardship of time, talent, and treasures in 2025!

Pastor Ali and Pastor Brad
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Life of the Congregation

In Welcome
On December 7th we celebrated the baptism of Daniel Salazar, child of Tony and Kaarina Salazar.

With Sympathy

On December 11" we celebrated the life of Juliet Hanson who passed away on November 5t

Online Directory

The current online directory platform is suspended as we update our database. A new online directory and app will
be available later this winter. Stay tuned!

Picture Directory Pick Up
If you have not yet picked up your printed picture directory, please contact the church office to pick up your copy!

There is one picture directory provided per household.
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Chapel Ringers

The adult bell choir is looking for more players. (We call people “players” because Play = Fun!)

It’s a fun group of people, and it will be even more fun with you in it. (Former Youth Bell members...This Especially
Means You!)

We rehearse Thursdays from 6:00-7:15 and play on the 1st Sunday of the month and Christmas Eve. Contact Charlie
Preis.

St. Michael’s Singers

Our adult choir is always open to new members. Everyone is welcome: high school through old school, and every
school in between! All musical skill levels are currently represented in the choir, from those that read music to those
who listen and learn. We welcome all. No audition, unless you want one!

If you are interested, please send an email to Karen Wilkerson, director or just walk in the choir room door! We
rehears Wednesdays, 7:00pm to 8:30pm

Children’s Music

Sundays 8:40 a.m.—9:10 a.m.
Music with Cory — PreK-4t" Grade
Music and movement with a variety of songs and instruments

Please contact Cory Bock if your student is interested: cory@stmichaelselca.com
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Children, Youth, & Family

Ministry in Presence

One of my greatest joys is living out our call by being present beyond the church walls—at games,
concerts, plays, and community events. This presence is intentional, and it is vital to our ministry.
It is also something our confirmation mentors, CYF committee members, and staff faithfully
practice as well.

Relational ministry happens when we show up in the places that matter most to children, youth,
and families. When we attend a game, a recital, or a performance, we are saying: you matter,
your life matters, and your church is walking with you.

For young people especially, presence speaks louder than programs. Being there builds trust, connection, and a sense
of belonging. It reminds kids and teens that church is not just a building they visit on Sundays, but a community that
celebrates their gifts and shows up in real life.

This kind of ministry reflects who Jesus is. Throughout the Gospels, Jesus meets people where they are—on roads, at
tables, and in the midst of their daily lives. In the same way, we believe faith is formed not only through lessons and
worship, but through relationships built over time.

This is how faith takes root: through relationships, encouragement, and a community that chooses to show up. Thank
you for being a congregation that values presence, connection, and walking alongside our youth in real and tangible
ways. Thank you for inviting us to accompany your students—and for all who show up for our youngest members
beyond our church walls.

May your Advent be full of wonder,
warmth, and just the right amount
of holy mess,

Natalie Romero (she/her/hers)
Director of Children, Youth, and
Family Ministries
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Confirmation News

January Class Schedule

January 7 — Class at 7pm, Grown Up Youth Group at Centro
January 14— Class at 7pm

January 21— Class at 7pm

January 28 — No Class

January 30-Feb 1 — Abundant Life Retreat for 7" & 8" Graders

Grown-Up Youth Group

Once a month, parents of confirmation students are invited for a “grown up youth group” gathering with Pastor Brad
during the confirmation hour at a nearby restaurant or coffee shop. The time will be spent connecting with other
parents and discussing the topic youth will be discussing that night in their class.

The next gathering will be held on January 7t at Centro in Roseville from 7 — 7:50 p.m.
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Social Ministry

Social Ministry Calendar

Serving at St. Michael’s in the coming month:

January 5 Rezek House Meal

St. Michael’s volunteers and PEO (a women'’s service sorority) provide meals for the youth and young adults living at
Lutheran Social Services’ Rezek House (a home that supports transitional housing for homeless or housing-insecure
young adults). Often teams of two individuals/households prepare a meal for 8-14 individuals and deliver the meal to
Rezek House for their Monday evening gathering.

January 11 Sandwich Making for Union Gospel Mission

Gather between 9:10-9:40 a.m. in the Serving Area & Kitchen to assemble sandwiches.

People of all ages are invited to gather prior to worship to make sandwiches for Union Gospel Mission. This a great
way to serve and support a local organization!

January 12 Loaves & Fishes

Note that this month it is on the 2" Monday of the month due to the MLK Holiday the following week

Teams from St. Michael’s shop for, prepare, and serve a meal in South Minneapolis. You can sign up online via Sign-
up Genius or call the church office. This service opportunity is a great way for people of all ages 9 and older to serve
in the community, as we help to serve a hot and delicious meal in South Minneapolis.

We serve at Holy Rosary/Santo Rosario, 2424 18th Ave. S., Minneapolis.
Food Preparation Team arrives at 1:45 a.m.
Serving Team arrives at 4:15-4:30 p.m.

January 13 Keystone Mobile Food Truck Distribution

2:00-4:00 p.m. in Circle Drive (west side of the church)

Partnering with Keystone Food Shelf, St. Michael’s volunteers assist in welcoming and hosting individuals and
households utilizing the Keystone Mobile Food truck. With the food truck, people are able to “shop” and select the
foods that work best for their needs. St. Michael’s provides at least three volunteers to assist with hosting and
shopping with community members.

January 14 & 28 Quilting and Bandage Rolling

9:00 a.m. Fellowship Hall. Volunteers from the congregation meet to piece and assemble quilts to go to veterans,
children, and the seniors at St. Michael’s. Another team also creates bandage rolls from old sheets that can be sent
with medical supplies to places in need of medical support around the world.
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Daily - Panera Bread Ministry

Evening pick-up at Rosedale Panera; Morning bagging at St. Michael’s Kitchen

Volunteers “rescue” the bread and baked goods at the end of the day from Panera and bring them to church, so that
they can be bagged and taken to area organizations where they will be distributed to individuals and families.

Fridays - Every Meal

As part of this outreach St. Michael’s Volunteers distribute food at Parkview Center School on Fridays during the
school year, in order that children and youth have meals they can prepare at home over the weekend. If you are
interested in getting involved during the 2025-2026 school year please reach out to Pastor Brad.

Brimhall Reading Program

Volunteers assist as reading partners for either a Kindergarten, first or second-grader for 15 minutes or assist with
reading and/or math in with a 3rd-6"" grader for 20 minutes on Wednesdays. The commitment is from November 10,
2025, to May 2026 at Brimhall Elementary School. You are asked to commit to 22 of the 27 academic weeks.

If you are interested in getting involved during the year or serving as a substitute, please get in touch with Mike
Gregory.

Guatemala Partnership

Wondering about what a trip to Guatemala would look like?
Can’t wait for a return visit?

Join us at an informational meeting to hear more about visiting our partner Synod and congregation in Guatemala.
We are planning for 2 travel options:

e Stay in Guatemala City at the Iglesia Luterana Agustina de Guatemala (ILAG) headquarters, cook with the
young women at MILAGO, experience the history and culture of Guatemala, and learn of the impact ILAG has
had on the people of Guatemala.

e Travel to our partner congregation, Santa Cruz de la Esperanza, in Cimiento in the mountains of Western
Guatemala. Worship in the new church building, cook over an open fire, sleep under mosquito nets, and
immerse yourself in the rural life of our congregation partners.

Our 2026 travel dates are over MEA weekend to allow the possibility of parents bringing High School age youth along
on the trip.

The ELCA Synod also has scholarships available for travelers between the ages of 16 and 35.

Come see what keeps drawing visitors back again and ask all your questions!
January 20, 6:30 p.m.
Classroom 1
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Thank you for your support of the Holiday Gift Drive!

Thanks to all for helping area families in celebrating the holiday
season. St. Michael’s provided gifts and gift cards to three families
lifted up by social workers in the Roseville Area Schools; and we
provided support for four additional local families.

This would not be possible without the incredible generosity of
people in the congregation. Thank you!

Study and Fellowship Opportunities

Esther Circle

The Esther Circle is a community of women who gather for connection, conversation, and fun! The group generally
meets monthly on the first Tuesday of the month at 10:00 a.m.

Esther Circle resumes on January 6 at 10:00 a.m. in the Courtyard Room! Come enjoy community as we share food
stories from around our tables and within scripture!

Women’s Buffet

Thank you to all who organized, volunteered, and attended the women’s holiday buffet! It was a wonderful evening
of fellowship, fun, and festive music! Participants raised $214 for the food shelf and donated pounds and pounds of
food to Keystone Food Mobile. Thank you!

The Wednesday Evening Discussion Group resumes in January

An informal gathering to discuss Christian faith and practice on Wednesday evenings, 7:00 p.m. Depending on the

interests of those who gather, topics might include the words of a hymn, segments of the liturgies we use in worship,
a Bible passage, short essays, etc. How are we shaped by the words we use and how does our life experience echo or
challenge our Christian faith and practice? Each session will be a standalone so there is no need to commit to a series.

Faith in Daily Life
Faith in Daily Life groups read a variety of books focusing on theology, scripture, current events, and topics facing the
church and world today. It is an opportunity to connect with others in learning, conversation, and faith.

There are two FIDL groups, one group will meet on the first Wednesday of the month at Olive Garden (1525 County
Road C West, Roseville) at 12:00 p.m., the second will be meeting on the second Wednesday
of the month at St. Michael’s in Classroom 1 at 12:00 p.m.

January dates:
Group 1: January 7 Olive Garden
Group 2: January 14 St. Michael’s

This month we continue reading, The Great Search: Turning to Earth & Soul in the Quest for
Healing and Home by John Philip Newell. We will read Part 3: Seeking Wisdom, Seeking
Meaning, Seeking Faith.

(continued on next page)
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In February we will move to the book, The Tears of Things: Prophetic Wisdom for An Age of
Outrage by Richard Rohr.

About the book: How do we live compassionately in a time of violence and despair? What
can we do with our private disappointments and the anger we feel in such an unjust world?
In his most personal book yet, Richard Rohr turns to the writings of the Jewish prophets,
revealing how some of the lesser-read books of the Bible offer us a crucial path forward
today.

The prophets’ writings reflect the full spectrum of human maturity. In almost every case,
their initial rage and their accusatory words evolve into a profound pathos and lamentation
about our shared human condition and the world’s suffering. Through astute critiques of
culture and institutions, and their journey from anger to sadness, and ultimately
compassion, the prophets exemplify what Rohr calls “sacred criticism”—a distinct approach

to confronting evil and injustice that acknowledges the wholeness of history, the interconnectedness of every living
being, and the reality of a divine and universal love. In this, they set the stage for Jesus, who follows this identical

pattern.

Drawing on a century of biblical scholarship and written in the warm, pastoral voice that has endeared Rohr to
millions, The Tears of Things breathes new life into ancient wisdom. It paves a path of enlightenment for anyone
seeking a compassionate way of living in a hurting world.

Thursday Morning Bible Study

9:30 a.m. Thursday Mornings

Thursday morning Bible study takes place from 9:30 a.m.-10:30ish a.m. The Bible study is often led by Pastor Brad
(with Pastor Ali and other guest teachers jumping in throughout the year).

Most weeks, the class focuses on the lectionary texts for the upcoming Sunday. On occasion, we will delve into
particular books of the Bible, a theme or narrative found in scripture, or highlight the works of various scholars as
they think about the texts.

Thursday, January 8
Isaiah 42:1-9

Psalm 29

Acts 10:34-43
Matthew 3:13-17

Thursday, January 15
Isaiah 49:1-7

Psalm 40:1-11

1 Corinthians 1:1-9
John 1:29-42

Thursday, January 22
Isaiah 9:1-4

Psalm 27:1, 4-9

1 Corinthians 1:10-18
Matthew 4:12-23

Thursday, January 29
Micah 6:1-8

Psalm 15

1 Corinthians 1:18-31
Matthew 5:1-12

The servant of the Lord brings justice
The voice of the Lord is upon the waters.
Jesus’ ministry after his baptism
Revelation of Christ as God’s servant

The servant brings light to the nations

| love to do your will, O my God.

Paul’s greeting to the church at Corinth
Revelation of Christ as the Lamb of God

Light shines for those in darkness
The Lord is my light and my salvation.
Appeal for unity in the gospel
Revelation of Christ as a prophet

The offering of justice, kindness, humility
Lord, who may abide upon your holy hill?
Christ crucified, the wisdom and power of God
The teaching of Christ: Beatitudes

More information about the Fosdick Lecture at Augsburg University will be available in early January. We will be
planning to have a group attend again this year in March as part of our Bible study.
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Yoga Devotion
The next session is January 5 — February 23, 2026
8 weeks, $88.

Join Yogadevotion in partnership with St. Michael's for a mat-based yoga class that incorporates strengthening poses
and balancing poses. Join virtually or in person!

If you would like to try a free class to learn more about yoga, please contact Deb Legan for the zoom link and join us.

Follow the QR code to register and pay for the class:

AL yogadevofion

Desserters Il Book Discussion Group

Book discussions will resume January 27 with:

The Frozen River by Ariel Lawhon
A gripping historical mystery inspired by the life and diary of
Martha Ballard, a renowned 18th-century midwife who defied
the legal system and wrote herself into American history.

All are welcome

Meetings: 7:00 in Classroom 1 at the church
Desserts are provided. BYOB

Contact Verena Larson with questions?

Looking ahead:

Feb. 24,2026 The Cello Still Sings by Janet Horvath

Mar. 24,2026 Where They Last Saw Her by Marcie R. Rendon

Apr. 28,2026 An Unfinished Love Story by Doris Kearns Goodwin

May 19, 2026  Where Rivers Part: A Story of My Mother’s Life by Kao Kalia Yang

Men’s Bible and Brew
Thursday, January 15th 7:00-8:30 p.m. at St. Michael’s

In January we will ring in the new year together on Thursday, January 15. As
this date falls close to the weekend in which we honor Martin Luther King,
Jr., a hero in the work for civil rights and racial justice in our country, we will
be taking time to discuss people in our lives who have been heroes and how
they have shaped who we are.

This is an opportunity to think about those who have helped to form you—your thoughts and ideas, your actions,
your sense of vocation, your work on behalf of others. Who do you look up to?

We look forward to another great gathering as we move into 2026.

Feel free to bring your own alcoholic or non-alcoholic “brew” and snacks to share.

January 2026 Page | 17




A Church at Work

Annual Meeting — Save the Date

The congregational annual meeting will be held on February 8th at 11:00 a.m. Join us as we celebrate the past year of
ministry and prepare for where God is calling us! Reports will be made available prior to the meeting.

Church Council Corner

The Church Council meeting scheduled for December 9 was postponed due to the snowstorm.

The Council will be meeting on Monday, December 15, to review 2025 Financials and the 2026 budget and
stewardship. We will also thank those completing their terms on council and prepare for the upcoming annual
meeting.

The next meeting will be held on January 13% at 7:00 p.m.

2025 Budget Overview and Financial Update

Annual Budget *At the Annual Meeting on February 2, 2025, the congregation approved the use of

*
:Er)‘(w’::e :gg?"g;; Reserve Funds to balance the budget, if needed at the end of the year. This is included
Ba?aen::s " ’ in the Annual Approved budget of $884,977.

Although, in the 2025 budget, we had anticipated a year-end deficit of about $26,000, at the end of November our
deficit was only about $7,000. With the expected larger income in December, it is reasonably likely that we will end
the year without a deficit. Thanks for your generosity!
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Online Giving & Mobile Giving
El:l:l Did you know that you can pay for an event or set up a
. Y recurring automatic gift to support the work of St.
Michael's? Authorization forms are available from the
church office or follow this link:

https://www.stmichaelselca.com/givenow.html

Vanco also has a mobile App as another method to set up a payment or a recurring automatic gift to support the
work of St. Michael's. Download the Vanco Mobile App from the App Store and search for "St. Michael's Lutheran
Church".

The above QR code takes you to our Donate Now page on our website.

St. Michael’s is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation

St. Michael’s Lutheran Church lives out God’s grace and love for all people. Faithful to the

Gospel of Jesus Christ, we welcome those who have been part of church communities, those

who have no previous church experience, and those who have felt excluded by the Church

because of their race or ethnicity, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, physical or mental
capabilities, financial resources, or family circumstances. In this witness, we seek reconciliation, healing, and
wholeness. As a diverse people we are empowered by the Holy Spirit to live and work together for God’s promised
day of justice, peace, and mercy.

Low-Scent Environment

St. Michael’s Lutheran Church strives to maintain a scent-free/minimal-scent environment for the comfort of staff,
congregation members, and visitors who have environmental sensitivities. Knowing that scents can trigger
headaches, respiratory difficulties, dizziness, and nausea in sensitive individuals, it is the church’s goal to be a place of
welcome for all. Please refrain from using scented candles, room sprays, and scent packs or melts in the

building. Additionally, scented body sprays, lotions, or perfume can be overwhelming for some individuals and can
deter them from participating in events. Please consider refraining from or limiting the use of scented personal
products.

*We recognize that certain cleaning products, items used in worship services (particularly some flowers), and hygiene
products have fragrances/scents. The congregation will work to limit the use of such scented items.

Land acknowledgement

The ELCA has published “A Declaration of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America to American Indian and Alaska
Native People,” in which the church confesses its sins toward Indigenous peoples and lists the commitments it will
begin working toward as it responds to its original “Repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery” from 2016.

St. Michael’s Lutheran Church is located on the original and ancestral homeland of the Dakota
people, and we give thanks for their presence here since time immemorial. We also wish to
recognize and honor all our indigenous siblings who have and continue to call this land their home.

Not getting your Friday Flyer?
Is our weekly e-newsletter, the Friday Flyer, not showing up in your primary inbox? First check your other
inbox folders called Promotions or Spam. Then contact Lisa Koland and we will reconnect you!

Making the Messenger Green

If you prefer to read your upcoming issues of St. Michael’s monthly Messenger newsletter in your email or
on our church website instead of having a paper copy mailed to you, please notify the church office.

Got something for the February Messenger?

The Messenger submission deadline is Friday, January 23, 2026
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St. Michael’s Staff Directory

St. Michael’s Lutheran

www.stmichaelselca.com, 651-631-1510 Thomas Bartsch, Organist

Ali Ferin, Co-Pastor Jill Schendel, Pianist

ali@stmichaelselca.com Karen Wilkerson, St. Michael’s Singer’s Choir Director

Brad Froslee, Co-Pastor Charles Preis, Chapel Ringer’s Bell Choir Director
brad@stmichaelselca.com

Cory Bock, Youth Music Director
Lisa Koland, Church Administrator cory@stmichaelselca.com
office@stmichaelselca.com

Pa Jar Yang, Nursery Attendant
Natalie Romero, Director of Children, Youth, & Family
Ministries

youth@stlichaelselca.com

Savita Oberdorfer & Dan Lange
Custodians

Torin Froslee & Abby Nelson

Max Communications A iat .
ax Gouette, Co unications Associate Weekend Custodians

Communication@stmichaelselca.com

Peggy Mehen, Administrative Assistant
Please reach out to the church office for contact information on members listed in an article.
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