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Program Year Schedule 
Sunday Mornings 

Sunday School & Youth Group at 9:10 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Worship at 10:00 a.m. 
Religion in Life education series at 11:10 a.m. 

Wednesday Evenings through February 11 
Community Meal at 5:00 p.m. 
Evening Prayer Service at 6:10 p.m. 
Confirmation at 7:00 p.m. 

Lent Services on Wednesday Evenings beginning February 18 
Soup Supper at 6:00 p.m. 
Worship in the Sanctuary at 7:00 p.m. 

February 18, Ash Wednesday 
February 25 

February Worship Schedule 
Sunday, February 1 

• Worship in the Sanctuary 
• 10:00 a.m. 
• Live Streamed & Recorded 

Wednesday, February 4 
• Evening Prayer  
• 6:10 p.m. in the Courtyard Room 

Sunday, February 8 
• Worship in the Sanctuary 
• 10:00 a.m. 
• ASL Interpreta�on 
• Live Streamed & Recorded 

Wednesday, February 11 
• Evening Prayer  
• 6:10 p.m. in the Courtyard Room 

Sunday, February 15 
• Worship in the Sanctuary 
• 10:00 a.m. 
• Live Streamed & Recorded 

Wednesday, February 18  
• Ash Wednesday 
• 6:00 p.m. Soup Supper 
• 7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday service in the 

Sanctuary 
• ASL Interpreta�on 
• Live Streamed & Recorded 

Sunday, February 22 
• Worship in the Sanctuary 
• 10:00 a.m. 
• ASL Interpreta�on 
• Live Streamed & Recorded 

Wednesday, February 25 
• 6:00 p.m. Soup Supper 
• 7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday service in the 

Sanctuary 
• ASL Interpreta�on 
• Live Streamed & Recorded

Community Meals through February 11 
Wednesdays at 5:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 
Join us each Wednesday for a community meal.  
All are welcome! 

Lent Soup Suppers begin February 18 
Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 
Join us before Lenten mid-week servies for soup, salad, and rolls.  
Served by Confirmation students, small group leads, and parents 
All are welcome! 

Worship & Education Schedule 
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Live-Streamed Services 
Each Sunday, our service will be live-streamed. Subscribe to the St. Michael’s YouTube Channel to watch worship live 
on Sunday mornings if you are not able to come in person. 

Watch your Friday Flyer for a copy of the Bulletin to download and follow along, as well as the link to the 
live service. Streamed services will also be recorded and posted on Sunday evening on our website 
https://www.stmichaelselca.com/ for viewing at your convenience Scan the QR Code to go to the St. 
Michael’s Channel. 

ASL in Worship 
ASL will be provided the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month. Please contact the church office for an updated schedule 
of interpreters.   

Worship Volunteers Are Needed!  
Volunteers are needed to serve as ushers, lectors, communion deacons, and fellowship hosts. These are great 

opportunities for folks of all ages - families are encouraged to sign up together! We are also looking for 
Altar Prep / Cleanup volunteers. Training will be provided and schedules are flexible.  

Scan the QR Code or head to www.stmichaelselca.com and click “Volunteer” to access signups.  

Flower donations  
Did you know that you can donate toward the fresh flowers at the altar each week? We welcome you to 
celebrate a special occasion or honor a loved one with a dedication that will be printed in the bulletin. 
Use the Flower Signup on the bulletin board, call the church office, or sign up online or through the 
church website www.stmichaelselca.com and click “Volunteer” to access signup . 

Religion in Life 
Sundays, 11:10 a.m. 
Join the Religion In Life (St. Michael’s adult education forum) this month.  This is a great opportunity to engage in 
learning about and discussing a variety of topics—from Bible and theology, to Community Life and Justice Issues, to 
Health, Wellness, Spirituality, and Art. 

Religion in Life will begin at 11:10 a.m. in the courtyard room. Many of the Religion in Life sessions will be 
live-streamed and recorded so that they are available to a broader audience and can be viewed at other 
times.  Sessions can be found on our website (under Education/Online Religion in Life)  
https://www.stmichaelselca.com/ or Scan the QR Code to go to the St. Michael’s Channel. 

Schedule for February 
Sunday, February 1 

No Religion in Life this Sunday  
All are invited to attend lunch & Annual Congregational Meeting 

 
Sunday, February 8  

Nick Rahn, Warriors Next Adventure 
Nick grew up at St Michael’s and is founder/CEO of the local non-profit Warriors Next 
Adventure, an organization that helps veterans overcome PTSD. Nick will share about his 
experience crossing the Atlantic Ocean in a row boat with a team of veterans as part of a 
fundraising event. This adventure encountered disaster and was featured on PBS in a 
documentary titled “Defying Death on the Atlantic”.  

If you want to watch this documentary prior to Nick’s presentation on 2/1, it can be accessed 
through PBS Passport, or by making a small donation to PBS. There are also interviews with 
Nick about the show on Youtube.  Here is the PBS link to Defying Death on the 
Atlantic:  https://www.pbs.org/show/defying-death-on-the-atlantic/  

https://www.stmichaelselca.com/
http://www.stmichaelselca.com/
http://www.stmichaelselca.com/
https://www.stmichaelselca.com/
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pbs.org%2Fshow%2Fdefying-death-on-the-atlantic%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cbrad%40stmichaelselca.com%7C409ee0ce6e4f465aeb5308de4c90d2eb%7C1ea98c00dac94b00bb340adff836b6a5%7C1%7C0%7C639032382078196205%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=je%2BWE9JqB7JtjpL80ah0j%2B%2Bb20wNQLQfWIPH5p2rij4%3D&reserved=0
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Sunday, February 15  
David Brosnahan, Chief of Roseville Fire Department, Roseville Fire Department: Evolving to 
Meet the Needs of the Community 
The presentation will detail current and existing demands on Fire and emergency medical 
service (EMS) needs, an overview of our staffing program and potential future staffing 
program, as well as show many of the internal and external mental health practices we have 
instituted. 

David Brosnahan is the Fire Chief of the Roseville Fire Department. He has been a member of 
the Roseville Fire Department serving in different leadership capacities for 23 years and has 
been the Fire Chief since June 2021. He has a bachelor of arts degree from Hamline University 
and resides with his family of four in the City of Roseville, near the University of 
Northwestern. 
 

Sunday, February 22  
Joe Landsberger, historian—The History of West 7th Ave 
Joe Landsberger will present on the history of West 7th Avenue in St. Paul. His book’s 
420 pages are illustrated with 1069 images, 85% over 100 years, as well as 
commissioned illustrations, documented with 263 endnotes. All proceeds/sales benefit 
local non-profits including St. Michael’s. The illustrated presentation will summarize the 
trajectory and history of this area of the Twin Cities. 

Joe Landsberger is a lifelong Saint Paul resident with a productive academic career 
supporting students. During his residency and after retirement he organizes 
neighborhood projects that culminated in this history: The Origin Study of Fort 
Road/West Seventh Street, the Township/City of Saint Paul, the Territory/State of Minnesota, Glacial Age Forward. 
Two themes, immigrants and volunteers, track the narrative of the history of this first neighborhood of our state’s 
formation. 
 

Sundays, March 1 & 8  
Cody Sanders, professor at Luther Seminary—Spiritual First Aid 
Cody Sanders lifts up how spiritual care is inherently cultivated in every vibrant community–
congregations and otherwise–and that every community member contributes to providing 
care for others. However, many congregations and community members lack confidence in 
their caring skills. In Spiritual Care First Aid, Sanders provides an accessible introduction to 
spiritual care characterized by mutuality, empathy, and compassion. 

Recognizing that not everyone is a clinician, Sanders provides instruction in basic skills of 
spiritual care in a way nearly anyone can use.  Cody offers an approach of hearing, helping, 
and healing so whoever is near can serve as a spiritual-care first responder when and where 
needed. Together we will gain skills and confidence in their abilities to provide peer-to-peer 
care that contributes to their communities in life-sustaining ways. 

Cody J. Sanders (he/him) is an ordained Baptist minister (Alliance of Baptists and American Baptist Churches 
U.S.A.). He teaches at Luther Seminary in the areas of pastoral theology and spiritual care within congregational 
and community contexts, having taught on the adjunct faculties in this area in several other institutions, including 
Andover Newton Theological School and Chicago Theological Seminary. 

Prior to joining the faculty of Luther Seminary, Sanders was pastor to Old Cambridge Baptist Church in Cambridge, 
MA, where he also served as American Baptist Chaplain to Harvard University, and Advisor for LGBTQ+ Affairs in 
the Office of Religious, Spiritual, and Ethical Life at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 
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Be My Valentine  
According to the stories and legends that have been passed down to us, Saint Valentine lived near the end of the 
200s C.E. as a Christian priest in Rome. Valentine shared the good news of Jesus in a city and empire ruled by the 
pagan emperor Claudius II.  And, while Claudius II didn’t want young men to marry because he thought they were 
better soldiers if they were single, Valentine would secretly marry young Christian couples.  Valentine is also 
attributed with healing the blindness of his jailer’s daughter; and before his death he sent a note from prison “From 
Your Valentine” (the first Valentine’s day card).  

The reality is that there were several Valentines who were martyred and some stories may have 
been conflated, but what we know is that Valentine (or the many Valentines) preached God’s 
love to the people and became a beacon of enduring love and hope for others.  This witness has 
me thinking differently about what it means to “Be My Valentine.”  

This February, coming off of the heels of a difficult January in Minnesota with violence by 
ICE/Border Patrol and protests in response, what does it mean for us to be one 
another’s Valentines?  What does it mean to be witnesses to grace and hope in times of 
despair; witnesses to love when rules and rulers are callous; witnesses to healing (even for 
those who hold different perspectives)? 

It is powerful for me, as a pastor at St. Michael’s, to see every day how people are showing up 
and sharing love:  parishioners providing “mosque watch” so that members of our communities can feel safe going to 
prayer; extra volunteers showing up for food shelves; people providing money for food, rent, and assistance for those 
in need; people giving rides; people making meals for others; people serving as Rapid Responders and marshals; 
clergy coming together to sing, pray, and protest.  Love is being lived in so many powerful ways!  

This month, four days after Valentine’s Day, we will be starting our Lenten journey.  We are marked with the sign of 
the cross in ashes.  The ashes remind us of the brokenness of the world, of our own mortality, and of our deep 
longing…and they remind us of One who loves us beyond all measure and goes to the cross to make that love visible.  

This February we are told again the story of God’s love for us…and God who says “You are my beloved…my 
Valentine;” a God who then invites us to live this witness for others.  We are sent into the world to be that sign of 
hope and love for others.  

Blessings to all the Valentine’s who make God’s love known!  

Pr. Brad  

Thank You 
We would like to thank Pastor Brad and Pastor Ali and the members of St. Micheals for the cards, the caring 
and compassion showed to us with the death of Ken. 
Thank you to all those who helped prepare, serve and clean up for the Luncheon. 
Thank you to the Befrienders for the Two Prayer Shawls given to Tammy and myself. 
Thank you to those who gave Memorials to St. Michaels in Kens name. 
We were overwhelmed with everything. 
With Heartfelt Thank you for every thing, 
Sandy and Tammy Gibson  

Pastor’s Letter 

Life of the Congregation 
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With Sympathy 
Long time St. Michael’s member, Ken Gibson, passed away on December 22nd. His memorial service was held at  
St. Michael’s on January 11th. Thank you to everyone who helped with his funeral service. We continue to hold Sandy 
in our prayers during this time of mourning.  

Interested in Church Membership? 
A New Member Welcome Sunday is scheduled for February 15th. Contact Pastor Brad to learn more about upcoming 
new member gatherings!  

Online Directory Coming! 
The convenience of a secured online directory will be available soon! Thank you for your patience as we prepare with 
necessary data updates.   

Annual Meeting 
The Congregational Annual Meeting will be held on February 1st immediately following worship. We will gather in the 
Fellowship Hall for a light lunch as we meet to celebrate our ministry and plan for the year ahead! All are welcome to 
the lunch and meeting! However, only confirmed members are able to vote for any motions raised at the meeting.  
 

Chapel Ringers 
The adult bell choir is looking for more players. (We call people “players” because Play = Fun!) 
It’s a fun group of people, and it will be even more fun with you in it. (Former Youth Bell members…This Especially 
Means You!) 
We rehearse Thursdays from 6:00-7:15 p.m. and play on the 1st Sunday of the month. Contact Charlie Preis. 

St. Michael’s Singers 
Our adult choir is always open to new members. Everyone is welcome: high school through old school, and every 
school in between! All musical skill levels are currently represented in the choir, from those that read music to those 
who listen and learn. We welcome all. No audition, unless you want one!  
If you are interested, please send an email to Karen Wilkerson, director, or just walk in the choir room door!  We 
rehearse Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

Children’s Music 
Music with Cory – PreK-4th Grade 

• Sundays 8:40 a.m. – 9:10 a.m. 
• Music and movement with a variety of songs and instruments 

Bell Boot Camp: 4th – 8th Grade 
• Sunday, February 1, 11:10 a.m. – 11:50 a.m. 
• Ring in worship on February 8, 10:00 a.m. 

Youth Music with Cory: 4th – 8th Grade 
• Sundays, February 22, March 1 & 8 
• 11:10 a.m. – 11:50 a.m. 
• Lead Holden Evening Prayer on March 11, 7:00 p.m. 

Please contact Cory Bock if your student is interested: cory@stmichaelselca.com  

Music News 

mailto:cory@stmichaelselca.com
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Hope and Faith in Action  
In recent weeks, events in Minnesota connected to immigration and ICE have been present in 
conversations, news coverage, and our communities. Children and youth often notice more than 
we expect. They pick up the emotions around them, overhear adult conversations, and carry 
questions—sometimes long before they have the words to ask them out loud.  

As people of faith, we are called not only to help make sense of what is happening, but to anchor 
these conversations in hope. Hope that is rooted in every person as we are all created in the 

image of God. Hope that reminds us we are not powerless in the face of fear or uncertainty. Hope that teaches our 
children and youth that love, justice, and compassion are always possible, even in hard and confusing moments.  

We are already witnessing this hope made visible through our young people. Our students have used their voices 
through walkouts and gatherings grounded in care, conviction, and a desire for safety and dignity for all. They have 
come together to support friends who are especially vulnerable, showing up in quiet, faithful ways that reflect deep 
empathy and courage. Many have also found creative ways to be allies; listening, advocating, and standing alongside 
others when it would be easier to look away.  

Hope has also taken tangible form through acts of service. Our youth have gathered to organize and prepare meals 
for those who are vulnerable right now, embodying the belief that care is something we do with our hands as well as 
our hearts. These actions remind us that faith is not only something we profess, but something we practice.  

These moments matter. They remind us that hope is not passive, it is lived out through service, courage, and love. As 
a church community, we remain committed to supporting youth and families as they navigate an ever-changing 
world, creating space for honest questions, faithful action, and the steady reminder that we walk this path together.  

As we continue to wade through the events and emotions that come with them, there are great resources for 
families to use to help talk with children and youth.   

A couple books that are helpful are:  
• Rise Up! Powerful Protests in American History by Rachel C. Katz  

A reminder that young people have always played a role in shaping change and standing up for justice.  
• Will It Be Okay? by Crescent Dragonwagon  

A gentle, reassuring story that acknowledges fear while pointing toward hope and care.  
• Sarah Rising by Ty Chapman 

A story of courage, community, and finding one’s voice.  
• Something Happened to My Dad by Ann Azzard & Vivianne Aponte Rivera  

A compassionate book that helps children process family separation and difficult realities with honesty and 
care.  

• The Breaking News by Sarah Lynne Reul  
A thoughtful look at how constant news impacts children and how we can talk about it together.  



February 2026  Page | 9 

Please continue to reach out with ideas or ways St. Michael’s can support you.  

God’s peace, 

Natalie Romero (she/her/hers) 
Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 
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Confirmation News 
Lent begins on February 18, and is a special season for confirmation students! Instead of typical class 
time, they will engage in service for the congregation by preparing and serving soup supper and 
helping lead Wednesday worship. Students should sign up to help with soup supper OR with worship 
(and both if they feel so inclined!) each week in Lent. We recognize that spring breaks often fall 
during this time, so if your child is in town please make sure they are helping with soup 
supper/worship. Additionally, we will have slots for 2 parents each week. Details will be sent in 
upcoming weekly emails.  Signups are available here: 

Questions? Contact Pastor Ali  
 
February Class Schedule 
February 4 Class @ 7:00 p.m.  – Grown Up Youth Group at Centro 
February 11 Class @ 7:00 p.m.  – Soup Supper/Lenten Worship Training 
February 18 Soup Supper @5, Worship @7 
February 25 Soup Supper @5, Worship @7 

Grown-Up Youth Group  
Once a month, parents of confirmation students are invited for a “grown up youth group” gathering with Pastor Brad 
during the confirmation hour at a nearby restaurant or coffee shop. The time will be spent connecting with other 
parents and discussing the topic youth will be discussing that night in their class.  
The next gathering will be held on February 4th at Centro in Roseville from 7 – 7:50 p.m.  
 

Social Ministry Calendar  
Serving at St. Michael’s in the coming month: 
February 2 Rezek House Meal 
St. Michael’s volunteers and PEO (a women’s service sorority) provide meals for the youth and young adults living at 
Lutheran Social Services’ Rezek House (a home that supports transitional housing for homeless or housing-insecure 
young adults). Often teams of two individuals/households prepare a meal for 8-14 individuals and deliver the meal to 
Rezek House for their Monday evening gathering.  

February 8 Sandwich Making for Union Gospel Mission  
Gather between 9:10-9:40 a.m. in the Serving Area & Kitchen to assemble sandwiches.  
People of all ages are invited to gather prior to worship to make sandwiches for Union Gospel Mission.  This a great 
way to serve and support a local organization!  

February 10 Keystone Mobile Food Truck Distribution  
2:00-4:00 p.m. in Circle Drive (west side of the church)  
Partnering with Keystone Food Shelf, St. Michael’s volunteers assist in welcoming and hosting individuals and 
households utilizing the Keystone Mobile Food truck. With the food truck, people are able to “shop” and select the 
foods that work best for their needs. St. Michael’s provides at least three volunteers to assist with hosting and 
shopping with community members. 

February 11 & 25 Quilting and Bandage Rolling 
9:00 a.m. Fellowship Hall. Volunteers from the congregation meet to piece and assemble quilts to go to veterans, 
children, and the seniors at St. Michael’s.  Another team also creates bandage rolls from old sheets that can be sent 
with medical supplies to places in need of medical support around the world.  

Daily - Panera Bread Ministry  
Evening pick-up at Rosedale Panera; Morning bagging at St. Michael’s Kitchen  

Social Ministry 
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Volunteers “rescue” the bread and baked goods at the end of the day from Panera and bring them to church, so that 
they can be bagged and taken to area organizations where they will be distributed to individuals and families.  

Fridays - Every Meal  
As part of this outreach St. Michael’s Volunteers distribute food at Parkview Center School on Fridays during the 
school year, in order that children and youth have meals they can prepare at home over the weekend.  If you are 
interested in getting involved during the 2025-2026 school year please reach out to Pastor Brad. 

Brimhall Reading Program 
Volunteers assist as reading partners for either a Kindergarten, first or second-grader for 15 minutes or assist with 
reading and/or math in with a 3rd-6th grader for 20 minutes on Wednesdays. The commitment is from November 10, 
2025, to May 2026 at Brimhall Elementary School. You are asked to commit to 22 of the 27 academic weeks.  
If you are interested in getting involved during the year or serving as a substitute, please get in touch with Mike 
Gregory.  

Save the date for the Next Loaves & Fishes Meal! 
March 16 Loaves & Fishes 
Teams from St. Michael’s shop for, prepare, and serve a meal in South Minneapolis.  You can sign up online via Sign-
up Genius or call the church office. This service opportunity is a great way for people of all ages 9 and older to serve 
in the community, as we help to serve a hot and delicious meal in South Minneapolis. 

We serve at Holy Rosary/Santo Rosario, 2424 18th Ave. S., Minneapolis. 
Food Preparation Team arrives at 1:45 a.m. 
Serving Team arrives at 4:15-4:30 p.m. 

Calling All Bakers! 
Your culinary skills are needed as we prepare for Lenten Soup Suppers! Cookies and Bars are 
needed for each weekly meal, serving around 120 each Wednesday from February 18 – March 25. 
Desserts can be delivered ahead of time to the church kitchen to be stored in the freezer.  
Sign up by calling the church office or scanning the QR code. 
Thank you! 

At Work in our Neighborhood 
Many St. Michael’s members have reached out wanting to get involved with ways to support our immigrant 
neighbors during this time of chaos and stress due to increased ICE activity in the Twin Cities. We have assembled a 
Neighborhood Action list to share ideas, resources, and ways to help. To join this email list, contact 
office@stmichaelselca.com  
Thank you! 

mailto:office@stmichaelselca.com
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Guatemala Partnership 
February 15 
11:00 a.m. 
Join us at an informational meeting to hear more about visiting our partner Synod and congregation in Guatemala.  
We are planning for 2 travel options: 

• Stay in Guatemala City at the Iglesia Luterana Agustina de Guatemala (ILAG) headquarters, cook with the 
young women at MILAGO, experience the history and culture of Guatemala, and learn of the impact ILAG has 
had on the people of Guatemala. 

• Travel to our partner congregation, Santa Cruz de la Esperanza, in Cimiento in the mountains of Western 
Guatemala. Worship in the new church building, cook over an open fire, sleep under mosquito nets, and 
immerse yourself in the rural life of our congregation partners. 

Our 2026 travel dates are over MEA weekend to allow the possibility of parents bringing High School age youth along 
on the trip.  

The ELCA Synod also has scholarships available for travelers between the ages of 16 and 35.  

Come see what keeps drawing visitors back again and ask all your questions! 

Once you have decided to travel, please get your deposit of $100 turned into the Office by February 25th. 
 

Esther Circle  
The January Esther Circle was cancelled due to icy road conditions. We will resume on February 3 at 10:00 a.m. in the 
Courtyard Room. Join us as we Savor Table Traditions and share stories around our own tables and the tables of 
scripture!  

Dinner Groups 
Looking to get to know others in the congregation? Want to deepen relationships in the community? Join a dinner 
group! This small group ministry is a great way to be in fellowship with others at St. Michael's.  

Dinner groups meet monthly for a meal about 6-8 times over this spring and summer. You can join a 
dinner group based on your schedule or preference for dinning in or dinning out. Sign up by February 
8th on the church bulletin board, scan the QR code, or online at www.stmichaelselca.com. Click on 
“Volunteer” to find the 2026 Dinner Groups sign up. Group assignments will be available in early March. 

Study and Fellowship Opportunities 

http://www.stmichaelselca.com/
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The Wednesday Evening Discussion Group  
An informal gathering to discuss Christian faith and practice on Wednesday evenings, 7:00 p.m. Depending on the 
interests of those who gather, topics might include the words of a hymn, segments of the liturgies we use in worship, 
a Bible passage, short essays, etc. How are we shaped by the words we use and how does our life experience echo or 
challenge our Christian faith and practice? Each session will be a standalone so there is no need to commit to a series. 

Faith in Daily Life 
Faith in Daily Life groups read a variety of books focusing on theology, scripture, current events, and topics facing the 
church and world today. It is an opportunity to connect with others in learning, conversation, and faith. 

There are two FIDL groups, one group will meet on the first Wednesday of the month at Olive Garden (1525 County 
Road C West, Roseville) at 12:00 p.m., the second will be meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at St. 
Michael’s in Classroom 1 at 12:00 p.m. 

January dates: 
Group 1: February 4 Olive Garden 
Group 2: February 11 St. Michael’s 

This month we will begin reading the book,  
The Tears of Things: Prophetic Wisdom for An Age of Outrage by Richard Rohr.   

About the book:  How do we live compassionately in a time of violence and despair? What can 
we do with our private disappointments and the anger we feel in such an unjust world? In his 
most personal book yet, Richard Rohr turns to the writings of the Jewish prophets, revealing 
how some of the lesser-read books of the Bible offer us a crucial path forward today. 

The prophets’ writings reflect the full spectrum of human maturity. In almost every case, their 
initial rage and their accusatory words evolve into a profound pathos and lamentation about our shared human 
condition and the world’s suffering. Through astute critiques of culture and institutions, and their journey from anger 
to sadness, and ultimately compassion, the prophets exemplify what Rohr calls “sacred criticism”—a distinct 
approach to confronting evil and injustice that acknowledges the wholeness of history, the interconnectedness of 
every living being, and the reality of a divine and universal love. In this, they set the stage for Jesus, who follows this 
identical pattern. 

Drawing on a century of biblical scholarship and written in the warm, pastoral voice that has endeared Rohr to 
millions, The Tears of Things breathes new life into ancient wisdom. It paves a path of enlightenment for anyone 
seeking a compassionate way of living in a hurting world. 

Thursday Morning Bible Study 
9:30 a.m. Thursday Mornings 
Thursday morning Bible study takes place from 9:30 a.m.-10:30ish a.m.  The Bible study is often led by Pastor Brad 
(with Pastor Ali and other guest teachers jumping in throughout the year).  

Most weeks, the class focuses on the lectionary texts for the upcoming Sunday. On occasion, we will delve into 
particular books of the Bible, a theme or narrative found in scripture, or highlight the works of various scholars as 
they think about the texts.  

Thursday, February 5 
Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12] The fast God chooses 
Psalm 112:1-9 [10] Light shines in the darkness for the upright. 
1 Corinthians 2:1-16    God’s wisdom revealed through the Spirit 
Matthew 5:13-20 The teaching of Christ: salt and light 
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Thursday, February 12 
Exodus 24:12-18 Moses enters the cloud of God’s glory on Mount Sinai 
Psalm 2   You are my son; this day have I begotten you. 
2 Peter 1:16-21  The apostle’s message confirmed on the mount of transfiguration 
Matthew 17:1-9 Revelation of Christ as God’s beloved Son 

Thursday, February 19 
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 Eating of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil 
Psalm 32  Mercy embraces those who trust in the Lord. 
Romans 5:12-19 Death came through one; life comes through one 
Matthew 4:1-11 The temptation of Jesus in the wilderness for forty days 

Thursday, February 26 
Genesis 12:1-4a  The blessing of God upon Abram 
Psalm 121  I lift up my eyes to the hills; my help comes from the Lord. 
Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 The promise to those who share Abraham’s faith 
John 3:1-17  The mission of Christ: to save the world 

More information about the Fosdick Lecture at Augsburg University will be available in coming weeks.  We will be 
planning to have a group attend again this year in March as part of our Bible study. 

Yoga Devotion  
The next session is January 5 – February 23, 2026 
8 weeks, $88.  
Join Yogadevotion in partnership with St. Michael's for a mat-based yoga class that incorporates strengthening poses 
and balancing poses.  Join virtually or in person! 

If you would like to try a free class to learn more about yoga, please contact Deb Legan for the zoom link and join us. 

Follow the QR code to register and pay for the class: 

 

Desserters II Book Discussion Group 
 
 
 
Join us February 24: 
The Cello Still Sings by Janet Horvath 

A sweeping history of three generations darkened by the 
long shadow of the Holocaust, a vivid, moving, and true story 
of personal discovery.  

 
All are welcome 
Meetings: 7:00 in Classroom 1 at the church 
Desserts are provided. BYOB 
Contact Verena Larson with questions  

 
 

Looking ahead: 
Mar. 24, 2026 Where They Last Saw Her by Marcie R. Rendon 
Apr. 28, 2026 An Unfinished Love Story by Doris Kearns Goodwin 
May 19, 2026 Where Rivers Part: A Story of My Mother’s Life by Kao Kalia Yang 
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Men’s Bible and Brew 
Thursday, February 26th 7:00-8:30 p.m.  

We will head back to Insight Brewing & Taproom at 2821 East Hennepin 
Avenue. 

Pastor Brad will be sending out a reminder email with information on the 
topic for this month. 

Annual Meeting 
The Congregational Annual Meeting will be held on February 1st immediately following worship. We will gather in the 
Fellowship Hall for a light lunch as we meet to celebrate our ministry and plan for the year ahead! All are welcome to 
the lunch and meeting! However, only confirmed members are able to vote for any motions raised at the meeting.  

Church Council Corner 
The Church Council met on Tuesday, January 13, at 8:15 p.m. 

The Council received updates on the 2025 Financials.  Recommended the 2026 budget for the Annual meeting and 
received updates from the pastors and committees. 

Council members volunteered for roles at the Annual Congregational meeting. 

The Congregational Meeting is set for Sunday, February 1, following worship.  Lunch begins at 11:10 a.m.; the 
meeting will begin at 11:45 a.m. 

The next meeting will be held on February 11th at 7:00 p.m. 

2025 Budget Overview and Financial Update 
Annual Budget 
Income $884,977*  
Expenses $884,977 
Balance $0 

A Generous Thank you! 
“Now to God who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or 
imagine, be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever!  Amen” – Ephesians 3:20-21 

Thank you to everyone who shared financial gifts with St. Michael’s in 2025. The collective generosity of our 
congregation provided many tangible signs of hope in our community here in Roseville and throughout the 
world! As we close the financial books on 2025, we celebrate that we beat our proposed deficit budget and 
ended the year with a surplus $9,656! The use of these additional dollars will be discussed at the annual 
congregational meeting on February 1.   
Thank you! 

A Church at Work 
 

*At the Annual Meeting on February 2, 2025, the congregation approved the use of 
Reserve Funds to balance the budget, if needed at the end of the year. This is included 
in the Annual Approved budget of $884,977.  
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Online Giving & Mobile Giving 
Did you know that you can pay for an event or set up a 
recurring automatic gift to support the work of St. 
Michael's? Authorization forms are available from the 
church office or follow this link: 
https://www.stmichaelselca.com/givenow.html 

Vanco also has a mobile App as another method to set up a payment or a recurring automatic gift to support the 
work of St. Michael's. Download the Vanco Mobile App from the App Store and search for "St. Michael's Lutheran 
Church". 

The above QR code takes you to our Donate Now page on our website. 

St. Michael’s is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 
St. Michael’s Lutheran Church lives out God’s grace and love for all people. Faithful to the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, we welcome those who have been part of church communities, those 
who have no previous church experience, and those who have felt excluded by the Church 
because of their race or ethnicity, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, physical or mental 

capabilities, financial resources, or family circumstances. In this witness, we seek reconciliation, healing, and 
wholeness. As a diverse people we are  empowered by the Holy Spirit to live and work together for God’s promised 
day of justice, peace, and mercy. 

  

https://www.stmichaelselca.com/givenow.html
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Low-Scent Environment 
St. Michael’s Lutheran Church strives to maintain a scent-free/minimal-scent environment for the comfort of staff, 
congregation members, and visitors who have environmental sensitivities. Knowing that scents can trigger 
headaches, respiratory difficulties, dizziness, and nausea in sensitive individuals, it is the church’s goal to be a place of 
welcome for all. Please refrain from using scented candles, room sprays, and scent packs or melts in the 
building. Additionally, scented body sprays, lotions, or perfume can be overwhelming for some individuals and can 
deter them from participating in events. Please consider refraining from or limiting the use of scented personal 
products. 
*We recognize that certain cleaning products, items used in worship services (particularly some flowers), and hygiene 
products have fragrances/scents.  The congregation will work to limit the use of such scented items. 

Land acknowledgement 
The ELCA has published “A Declaration of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America to American Indian and Alaska 
Native People,” in which the church confesses its sins toward Indigenous peoples and lists the commitments it will 
begin working toward as it responds to its original “Repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery” from 2016. 

Not getting your Friday Flyer? 
Is our weekly e-newsletter, the Friday Flyer, not showing up in your primary inbox? First check your other 
inbox folders called Promotions or Spam. Then contact Lisa Koland and we will reconnect you! 

Making the Messenger Green 
If you prefer to read your upcoming issues of St. Michael’s monthly Messenger newsletter in your email or 
on our church website instead of having a paper copy mailed to you, please notify the church office.  
Got something for the March Messenger?  
The Messenger submission deadline is Friday, February 20, 2026 
 

St. Michael’s Staff Directory 
St. Michael’s Lutheran  
www.stmichaelselca.com , 651-631-1510 

Ali Ferin, Co-Pastor 
ali@stmichaelselca.com 

Brad Froslee, Co-Pastor 
brad@stmichaelselca.com 

Lisa Koland, Church Administrator 
office@stmichaelselca.com 

Natalie Romero, Director of Children, Youth, & Family 
Ministries 
youth@st]ichaelselca.com 

Max Gouette, Communications Associate 
Communication@stmichaelselca.com 

 

 
Thomas Bartsch, Organist 

Jill Schendel, Pianist 

Karen Wilkerson, St. Michael’s Singer’s Choir Director 

Charles Preis, Chapel Ringer’s Bell Choir Director 

Cory Bock, Youth Music Director 
cory@stmichaelselca.com 

Pa Jar Yang, Nursery Atendant 

Savita Oberdorfer & Dan Lange 
Custodians 

Torin Froslee & Abby Nelson 
Weekend Custodians 

Peggy Mehen, Administra�ve Assistant 
Please reach out to the church office for contact information on members listed in an article. 

St. Michael’s Lutheran Church is located on the original and ancestral homeland of the Dakota 
people, and we give thanks for their presence here since time immemorial. We also wish to 
recognize and honor all our indigenous siblings who have and continue to call this land their home.  

 

http://www.stmichaelselca.com/
mailto:ali@stmichaelselca.com
mailto:brad@stmichaelselca.com
mailto:office@stmichaelselca.com
mailto:youth@stmichaelselca.com
mailto:Communication@stmichaelselca.com
mailto:cory@stmichaelselca.com
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