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Holiday Office Hours  
The office will be closed on Christmas Day and New Year’s Day. Many of our staff are planning to take time off after 
the holidays. If you wish to do any business with the office or hope to meet with a particular staff member the week 
of Christmas/New Years, please make an appointment to ensure staff availability. Thank you! 

The Holiday Season at St. Michael’s 
Advent Choral Festival Worship  
Sunday, December 14, 10:00 a.m.  

Service of Healing and Hope 
Wednesday, December 17, 6:10 p.m.  

Children's Christmas Program 
Sunday, December 21, 10:00 a.m.  

A Very Merry St. Michael’s Christmas – Cookies and Carols 
Sunday, December 21, after 10:00 a.m. worship  
Join Adult Choir Director Karen Wilkerson as she leads singing, Organist Tom Bartsch as he tickles the ivories, and St. 
Michael’s member Chuck Hanson as he emcees this time of songs, stories, and a good amount of holiday cheer! 
Be sure to stop by the Youth Bake Sale as our young people raise funds for their summer service trip! 

Christmas Eve Worship Services 
Family Christmas Eve Worship, 10:00 a.m.  
Traditional Christmas Eve Worship, 4:30 p.m. – Nursery Care Available 
Candlelight Christmas Eve Worship, 10:30 p.m.  

Christmas Lessons and Carols 
Sunday December 28, 10:00 a.m.  

Worship & Education Schedule 
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December Worship Schedule 
Wednesday, December 3 

• Evening Prayer  
• 6:10 p.m. in the Courtyard Room 

Sunday, December 7 
• Worship in the Sanctuary 
• 10:00 a.m. 
• Live Streamed & Recorded 

Wednesday, December 10 
• Evening Prayer  
• 6:10 p.m. in the Courtyard Room 

Sunday, December 14 
• Advent Choral Fes�val 
• Worship in the Sanctuary 
• 10:00 a.m. 
• Live Streamed & Recorded 

Wednesday, December 17 
• Service of Hope & Healing  
• 6:10 p.m. in the Courtyard Room 

Sunday, December 21 
• Children’s Christmas Program 
• Worship in the Sanctuary 
• 10:00 a.m. 
• Live Streamed & Recorded 

Wednesday, December 24 
• 10:00 a.m. Family Christmas in the Fellowship Hall 
• 4:30 p.m. Tradi�onal Christmas in the Sanctuary 

o Live Streamed & Recorded 
o Nursery Available 

• 10:30 p.m. Candlelight Christmas in the Sanctuary 

Sunday, December 28 
• Lessons & Carols 
• Worship in the Sanctuary 
• 10:00 a.m. 
• Live Streamed & Recorded 
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Live-Streamed Services 
Each Sunday, our service will be live-streamed. Subscribe to the St. Michael’s YouTube Channel to watch 
worship live on Sunday mornings if you are not able to come in person. 
Watch your Friday Flyer for a copy of the Bulletin to download and follow along, as well as the link to the 
live service. Streamed services will also be recorded and posted on Sunday evening on our website 
https://www.stmichaelselca.com/ for viewing at your convenience Scan the QR Code to go to the St. Michael’s 
Channel. 

ASL in Worship 
ASL will be provided the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month starting in January. Please contact the church office for an 
updated schedule of interpreters.   

Worship Volunteers Are Needed!  
Volunteers are needed to serve as ushers, lectors, communion deacons, and fellowship hosts. These are 
great opportunities for folks of all ages - families are encouraged to sign up together! We are also looking for 
Altar Prep / Cleanup volunteers. Training will be provided and schedules are flexible.  

Head to www.stmichaelselca.com and click “Volunteer” to access signups.  

Religion in Life 
Sundays, 11:10 a.m. 
Religion In Life (St. Michael’s adult education forum) continues with a fantastic line-up. This is a great opportunity to 
join others from the congregation and community in learning about and discussing a variety of topics—from Bible 
and theology, to Community Life and Justice Issues, to Health, Wellness, Spirituality, and Art. 

Religion in Life will begin at 11:10 a.m. in the courtyard room. Many of the Religion in Life sessions will be 
live-streamed and recorded so that they are available to a broader audience and can be viewed at other 
times.  Sessions can be found on our website (under Education/Online Religion in Life)  
 https://www.stmichaelselca.com/ or Scan the QR Code to go to the St. Michael’s Channel: 
 
Schedule for December 
Sundays, November 30 & December 7 

Harlots or Heroines: Parts 1 & 2—Dr. Diane Jacobson 
The genealogy at the end of the Book of Ruth is tied directly to the genealogy at the beginning 
of the Gospel of Matthew. Matthew’s genealogy, unlike that in Ruth, mentions 5 women: 
Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, the wife of Uriah, and Mary.  At least 2 factors bind these women 
together.  First, all but Mary are foreign women.  Second, the sexual behavior of all of these 
women is open to question.  More than this, one might say that if their sexual relations are 
taken at face value, each of these women would be immediately condemned – Tamar (Genesis 
38) poses as a prostitute to entice her father-in-law; Rahab (Joshua 2) is a professional lady-of-the-night; Ruth goes 
seductively to Boaz on the threshing floor; Bathsheba (2 Samuel 11) bathes on the roof and then sleeps with David; 
and Mary gets pregnant without the benefit of marriage.  And yet, with the possible exception of Bathsheba who is 
here not graced with a name, these women are not in fact harlots, but rather they are heroines of the faith.  These 
women who risk their reputations, who risk being ostracized from society, and who even risk potential death, made 
possible the perpetuation of the Davidic line and ultimately, in the Christian tradition, the coming of the 
Messiah.  The tradition, far from condemning them, preserves for these women certain remarkable words of 
praise.  

When reflecting on the inclusion of these foreign women into Jesus’ genealogy as presented in the Gospel of 
Matthew, Martin Luther emphasized the broad reach of Jesus’ saving grace which overcomes boundaries often set 
by human communities around economic status, ethnic background, origin, etc. 

https://www.stmichaelselca.com/
http://www.stmichaelselca.com/
https://www.stmichaelselca.com/
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Join Diane Jacobson, professor emerita at Luther Seminary, in discovering more about the women in Jesus’ 
genealogy as we move into the gospel of Matthew and the Advent season. 

December 14  
A Complicated Pregnancy: The Story of Mary Dr. Kyle Roberts 
The virgin birth is a much-loved story in the Christian tradition. It is the standard "origin 
story" of Jesus, marking the incarnation of the Son of God. Today, however, many theologians 
dispute the tradition of the virginal conception on both historical and scientific grounds.  

As a progressive Protestant theologian—and a husband and a father—Kyle Roberts was 
growing unsure of his belief in Mary’s virginity. It contradicted modern science, and it seemed 
to undermine her feminine power. So he set out to investigate the virgin birth from every 
angle: the Bible, history, science, and philosophy. 

A Complicated Pregnancy is the book Roberts authored that records his journey through the evidence and the 
myth. Did the Holy Spirit form Jesus as a zygote in Mary’s womb? If so, where did Jesus get his male genome? Was 
Jesus’s birth really bloodless, as the early church believed, and is Mary a "perpetual virgin"? 

Roberts’s quest is a fascinating journey through history, biblical interpretation, and church politics. His conclusion 
surprised him, and it may surprise you, too. 

Dr. Kyle Roberts is vice-president of academic affairs and dean at United Theological Seminary in the Twin Cities, 
and holds the Schilling chair as professor of public theology and the church and economic life. He teaches 
Introduction to Theological and Religious Interpretation, Christian Ethics, Historical Theology (modern period), 
Senior Capstone Seminar, and various electives—including Evil, Death, and Alienation and Eschatology and Hope. 

December 21  
Holiday Carols, Stories, and Traditions 
Join Karen Wilkerson, Tom Bartsch, and Chuck Hanson in the Fellowship Hall following worship & and the children’s 
Christmas pageant as we celebrate with cookies, cider, hot chocolate, carols, and the stories of Christmases past. 

Together we take the opportunity to share memories and stories of Christmases past, to sing and celebrate 
Christmas present, and offer words of love and wisdom for Christmases yet to be. 

All ages are welcome for this time of celebration! 

 

God Comes Near 
Do you recall a time out riding a bike or rollerblading when you completely wiped out?  The road 
rash, the pain, the bruised ego that was present.  Was there someone who came alongside to 
offer care, support, or simply to console? 

Or that time you messed up, I mean really messed up, and someone sat down with you and 
talked you through it, all while acknowledging the mess and at the same time providing you 
comfort and strength for next steps. 

Or maybe it was when a relationship fell apart—a friendship, a first love, an engagement, or 
even a marriage—and there was someone there to lean on, to hold up a mirror (highlighting the 
good and the hard), and help you get back on your feet again. 

As we turn our attention toward a new church year and Advent, image after image comes to mind of times in my life 
there has been hurt, pain, brokenness, longing, or just a need to be known and understood.  Because it is precisely in 
these places that God shows up…that God comes alongside to talk, to hold, to console, and to get us back on our feet 
again with ideas of what is possible. 

Pastor’s Letter 
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Advent has long been my favorite season of the church year.  As a youth and young adult I chalked it up, in part, to 
my favorite color being blue, but have come to realize that it is so much more than that.  Advent, for me, is the 
embodiment of hope and promise when it feels like the bottom of life has fallen out; it is a season of casting a vision 
for lives and a world that is renewed; it is the recognition that the “bigness” of God isn’t far off, but rather comes 
near in tender care to take us with our bruises and scrapes, our mis-steps and messes, our love and losses and moves 
with us into what yet can be…and that God is larger than anything I can fathom. 

We are reminded that God comes (and continues to come!) and meets us in the most tender and vulnerable of 
places.  We are reminded that God, in God’s power, comes to us in the greatest vulnerability as an infant of a refugee 
family born in a undercroft barn. 

In his book Christ of the Celts, Philip Newell writes, “There is a longing in the human heart for what is personal, for 
what addresses the most intimate core of our being in its eternal yearning for love and union.  There is a longing in 
the human spirit for what is immense, for what expands our vision further unto the unboundedness of the universe. 
…Our place of deepest and most personal identity is addressed.  The voice is intimate and immense.  It is both 
personal and vast.” 

So, the gift of Advent is that it draws us inward to our hearts and outward to the immeasurable love and promise of 
God.  And, in a world that can feel so broken, I believe these movements bring healing and allow hope to be born 
anew. 

Blessings to you this Advent and Christmastide!   Pastor Brad 

With Sympathy 
Julie Hanson passed away on November 5. A memorial service will be held on December 11 at 1:00 p.m. followed by 
a time of refreshments.  

Troy Mooneyham passed away on Saturday, November 22. A memorial service will be held at a later date in Oregon 
where Troy served as a pastor for many years. 

Staff Update 
St. Michael’s staff member, Levi Lindquist, has completed his tenure as church custodian. We give thanks for his work 
and wish him well in his future endeavors!  

Church Directories are Now Available! 
The printed church directories are now available for you to pick up from church if you have not done so already. We 
currently have enough copies for each household to have one copy of the directory. The online directory will be 
available later this winter. We know that contact information can change, so if you notice any information that needs 
to be updated, please let the church office know so we can update our database.  

Thank you to our amazing church directory team for 
working to design and organize the picture directory! 
The team included Ginger Fairchild, Dana Raabe, and 
Karen Toebe (with honorable mention to Becky Sorlien 
for her excellent editing work!) 

  

Life of the Congregation 
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Advent With Kids: Embracing the Mess 
Advent invites us to slow down, but if you have kids at home, Advent rarely looks peaceful or 
picture-perfect. Sometimes it looks like flour covering the counter while you attempt Christmas 
cookies, or like ornaments clustered unevenly on one branch because little hands were “helping.” 
And honestly, that’s where the beauty is.  

Kids don’t approach Advent with worries about getting it right. They jump in fully, with 
enthusiasm, noise, and creativity. In many ways, that reflects the heart of the season better than 

any polished tradition. Jesus came into a world that was real, chaotic, and unprepared, and God didn’t wait for 
perfect conditions then, and doesn’t now.  

So let your Advent be simple and joyfully imperfect:  

• Let kids help with the candle lighting and the prayer, even if someone giggles or 
melts too much wax.  

• Read a few verses of the story each night and let their questions guide you.  

• Keep making those cookies, even if the kitchen looks like a snowstorm 
afterwards.  

• Hang your ornaments—crooked, clumped, creative—and let the storytelling 
matter more than the arrangement.  

When these traditions are at home, as messy as they can be, children begin to recognize 
the same story when they come to worship. What they hear in church connects to what 
they’ve touched, tasted, baked, and created throughout the season of Advent.  

 

This season isn’t about perfect practices,  
it’s about a God who shows up in real life,  
right in the middle of our joyful chaos.  

 

May your Advent be full of wonder, warmth,  
and just the right amount of holy mess,  
Natalie Romero (she/her/hers) 
Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 
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Confirmation News 
December 3rd – Holiday Shopping for Local Homeless Youth Class will be held at 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.  

December 10th – Class, 7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
Grown up Youth Group meeting at Centro after confirmation drop off! 

December 17th – Class, 7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

There is no confirmation on December 24 or Dec 31  

Grown-Up Youth Group  
Once a month, parents of confirmation students are invited for a “grown up youth group” gathering with Pastor Brad 
during the confirmation hour at a nearby restaurant or coffee shop. The time will be spent connecting with other 
parents and discussing the topic youth will be discussing that night in their class.  
The next gathering will be held on December 10th at Centro in Roseville from 7 – 7:50 p.m.   
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Chapel Ringers 
The adult bell choir is looking for more players. (We call people “players” because Play = Fun!) 
It’s a fun group of people, and it will be even more fun with you in it. (Former Youth Bell members…This Especially 
Means You!) 
We rehearse Thursdays from 6:00-7:15 and play on the 1st Sunday of the month and Christmas Eve. Contact Charlie 
Preis. 

St. Michael’s Singers 
Our adult choir is always open to new members. Everyone is welcome: high school through old school, and every 
school in between! All musical skill levels are currently represented in the choir, from those that read music to those 
who listen and learn. We welcome all. No audition, unless you want one!  
If you are interested, please send an email to Karen Wilkerson, director or just walk in the choir room door!  We 
rehears Wednesdays, 7:00pm to 8:30pm 

Children’s Music 
Sundays 8:40 a.m. – 9:10 a.m. 
Music with Cory – PreK-4th Grade 
Music and movement with a variety of songs and instruments 

Please contact Cory Bock if your student is interested: cory@stmichaelselca.com 

Social Ministry Calendar  
Serving at St. Michael’s in the coming month: 
December 1 Rezek House Meal 
St. Michael’s volunteers and PEO (a women’s service sorority) provide meals for the youth and young adults living at 
Lutheran Social Services’ Rezek House (a home that supports transitional housing for homeless or housing-insecure 
young adults). Often teams of two individuals/households prepare a meal for 8-14 individuals and deliver the meal to 
Rezek House for their Monday evening gathering.  

December 9 Keystone Mobile Food Truck Distribution  
2:00-4:00 p.m. in Circle Drive (west side of the church)  
Partnering with Keystone Food Shelf, St. Michael’s volunteers assist in welcoming and hosting individuals and 
households utilizing the Keystone Mobile Food truck. With the food truck, people are able to “shop” and select the 
foods that work best for their needs. St. Michael’s provides at least three volunteers to assist with hosting and 
shopping with community members. 

December 10 Quilting and Bandage Rolling 
9:00 a.m. Fellowship Hall. Volunteers from the congregation meet to piece and assemble quilts to go to veterans, 
children, and the seniors at St. Michael’s.  Another team also creates bandage rolls from old sheets that can be sent 
with medical supplies to places in need of medical support around the world.  

December 14 Sandwich Making for Union Gospel Mission  
Gather between 9:10-9:40 a.m. in the Serving Area & Kitchen to assemble sandwiches.  
People of all ages are invited to gather prior to worship to make sandwiches for Union Gospel Mission.  This a great 
way to serve and support a local organization!   

Social Ministry 

Music News 
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Daily - Panera Bread Ministry  
Evening pick-up at Rosedale Panera; Morning bagging at St. Michael’s Kitchen  
Volunteers “rescue” the bread and baked goods at the end of the day from Panera and bring them to church, so that 
they can be bagged and taken to area organizations where they will be distributed to individuals and families.  

Fridays - Every Meal  
As part of this outreach St. Michael’s Volunteers distribute food at Parkview Center School on Fridays during the 
school year, in order that children and youth have meals they can prepare at home over the weekend.  If you are 
interested in getting involved during the 2025-2026 school year please reach out to Pastor Brad. 

Brimhall Reading Program 
Volunteers assist as reading partners for either a Kindergarten, first or second-grader for 15 minutes or assist with 
reading and/or math in with a 3rd-6th grader for 20 minutes on Wednesdays. The commitment is from November 10, 
2025, to May 2026 at Brimhall Elementary School. You are asked to commit to 22 of the 27 academic weeks.  

If you are interested in getting involved during the year or serving as a substitute, please get in touch with Mike 
Gregory. 

Save the Date!    Loaves & Fishes on January 12 
Note that this month it is on the 2nd Monday of the month due to the MLK Holiday the following week 

Teams from St. Michael’s shop for, prepare, and serve a meal in South Minneapolis.  You can sign up online via Sign-
up Genius or call the church office. This service opportunity is a great way for people of all ages 9 and older to serve 
in the community, as we help to serve a hot and delicious meal in South Minneapolis. 

We serve at Holy Rosary/Santo Rosario, 2424 18th Ave. S., Minneapolis. 
Food Preparation Team arrives at 1:45 a.m. 
Serving Team arrives at 4:15-4:30 p.m. 

Holiday Gift Drive November 30-December 14  
St. Michael’s is conducting our annual Christmas gift drive for families in our community who need a little extra 
assistance around the holidays. A tree will be located outside the Courtyard Room with 
different colored ornaments and candy canes.  
Pick a candy cane (or candy canes) with a gift tag from the tree in the narthex.  
Enjoy the candy cane--and purchase the gift on the tag.  

Return your purchase to church by Dec. 14 and place it in the box in the church entrance. 
(Please put any gift cards in the church office.)  
Please attach your colored tag to the gift you purchase! This helps us to determine where 
your gift is to be distributed and to sort items quickly.  
And, finally, DO NOT wrap your gift. Thank you! We appreciate the consideration, but it is 
helpful for volunteers and school social workers to have the gifts unwrapped  
Thanks so much for your help in bringing joy to our neighbors at Christmas 

Thanks to all who helped with the  
Winter Wear Drive 
Thanks to all who supplied coats, snow pants, boots, scarves, mittens,  
gloves and hats for Roseville Area Schools.  A car-load of supplies were  
provided to help children, youth, and families this winter season. 

We are grateful for the incredible generosity in helping others!  
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Guatemala Partnership 

UNDUE Medical Debt 
Did you know? 
St. Michael’s is one of the 32 Founding Member congregations of THEE Alliance Forgiving Medical Debt that has 
provided gifts to forgive medical debt for families facing financial hardship since 2020.  The willingness to join this 
inspired mission has resulted in 119,000 families across the country who no longer have  $117 million of crushing 
medical debt.  And this cohort now makes up the largest faith based organization in the US forgiving medical 
debt, with our partner UNDUE Medical Debt.  

If you are interested in supporting this work and helping to care for neighbors this Thanksgiving & Christmas season, 
you can include a gift to forgive medical debt for a family in financial hardship.  
When doing so, send your gift to UNDUE Medical Debt on their UNDUEMedicalDebt.org website or send a check to 
their Boston check processing center, also on their website.  Make sure you include St. Michael’s Lutheran Church, 
Roseville, so that your gift will automatically be added to THEE Alliance total. 

If you have any questions, we are glad to put you in touch with Skip Lieser, Lead Advisor, for THEE Alliance Forgiving 
Medical Debt. 
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Esther Circle  
The Esther Circle is a community of women who gather for connection, conversation, and fun! The group generally 
meets monthly on the first Tuesday of the month at 10:00 a.m.  

Our focus for the year is Table Traditions -- we will share stories from the tables of our lives (the host(s) of each 
monthly gathering will share food and the meaning or memory of that food from their lives) and together we will dig 
into the stories of tables and food in scripture! Join us! 

There is no Esther Circle in December. Join us at the Women’s Christmas Buffet on December 4th!  

Women’s Buffet 
Please come and enjoy an evening of fellowship, entertainment, wonderful food and singing of favorite Christmas 
Carols! The group Amaryllis will be performing for us. Invite friends to join you, this is a wonderful way to begin the 
Christmas season. 

Please bring a non-perishable or canned food item with you for the Food Shelf. A free-will offering will be collected to 
raise funds for the Food Shelf. 

Gentlemen of St. Michael’s!   
Are you willing to volunteer and help at the Woman’s Christmas Buffett?  In return for wonderful food and 
entertainment, you would help put out the food, serve, clean up, and do dishes. Sounds wonderful!   Time is 4:30 to 
Around 8:00 pm. 

We would be very grateful for your help!  If you are willing to help, please call Sandy Gibson. 

Faith in Daily Life 
Faith in Daily Life groups read a variety of books focusing on theology, scripture, current 
events, and topics facing the church and world today. It is an opportunity to connect with 
others in learning, conversation, and faith. 

There are two FIDL groups, one group will meet on the first Wednesday of the month at Olive 
Garden (1525 County Road C West, Roseville) at 12:00 p.m., the second will be meeting on the 
second Wednesday of the month at St. Michael’s in Classroom 1 at 12:00 p.m. 

December dates: 
Group 1: December 3 Olive Garden 
Group 2: December 10 St. Michael’s 

This month we continue reading, The Great Search: Turning to Earth & Soul in the Quest for 
Healing and Home by John Philip Newell.  We will be reading Part 2 for the December 
gatherings. 

Study and Fellowship Opportunities 
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Thursday Morning Bible Study 
9:30 a.m. Thursday Mornings 
Thursday morning Bible study takes place from 9:30 a.m.-10:30ish a.m.  The Bible study is often led by Pastor Brad 
(with Pastor Ali and other guest teachers jumping in throughout the year).  

Most weeks, the class focuses on the lectionary texts for the upcoming Sunday. On occasion, we will delve into 
particular books of the Bible, a theme or narrative found in scripture, or highlight the works of various scholars as 
they think about the texts.  

December 4 
Isaiah 11:1-10  From David’s line, a ruler bringing justice and peace 
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 May the righteous flourish; let there be an abundance of peace. 
Romans 15:4-13 Live in harmony, welcoming one another 
Matthew 3:1-12 A voice cries: Prepare the way of the Lord 

December 11 
Isaiah 35:1-10  The desert blooms as God’s people return from exile 
Psalm 146:5-10  The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down.  
Luke 1:46b-55   My spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 
James 5:7-10  Patience until the coming of the Lord 
Matthew 11:2-11 The forerunner of Christ 

December 18 
Isaiah 7:10-16  The sign of Immanuel 
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 Let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
Romans 1:1-7  Paul’s greeting to the church at Rome 
Matthew 1:18-25 A God near at hand 

There will be no Thursday morning Bible study on December 25 or January 1, with the Christmas and New Year’s 
Holidays.  We will resume on January 8. 

Desserters II Book Discussion Group 
Book discussions will resume next month with: 
Jan. 27, 2026 The Frozen River by Ariel Lawhon 

Feb. 24, 2026 The Cello Still Sings by Janet Horvath 

Mar. 24, 2026 Where They Last Saw Her by Marcie R. Rendon 

Apr. 28, 2026 An Unfinished Love Story by Doris Kearns 
Goodwin 

May 19, 2026 Where Rivers Part: A Story of My Mother’s Life 
by Kao Kalia Yang 

All are welcome 
Meetings: 7:00 in Classroom 1 at the church 
Desserts are provided. BYOB 
Contact Verena Larson with questions?  
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Yoga Devotion  
The next session is November 3 -December 15 
7 weeks, $77.  
Follow the QR code to register and pay for the class: 

If you would like to try a free class to learn more about yoga, please contact Deb Legan for the zoom link and join us. 

Men’s Bible and Brew 
Thursday, December 11th 7:00-8:30 p.m. at St. Michael’s 

Due to a number of events in November and December, Men’s Bible and Brew will be gathering just once during 
these months.  We will plan to meet on Thursday, December 11, at St. Michael’s in the Courtyard Room. 

This gathering of Men’s Bible & Brew will be our annual Holiday gathering.  The theme for our time together will be 
The Gifts of Advent.   AND as part of the holiday celebration we will hold the White Elephant Gift Exchange. 

Information will be sent out in the group email or contact Pastor Brad for more information.  

2026 Stewardship Campaign  
Thank you to everyone who submitted their 2026 pledge information. Knowing our expected income is helpful as we 
plan for the upcoming year of ministry. 

It’s not too late to turn your pledge information to the office or call us with your estimated giving information! Stop by 
the church office or online at www.stmichaelselca.com/stewardship   

Save the Date – Annual Meeting 
The congregational annual meeting will be held on February 8th at 11:00 a.m. Join us for this celebration of ministry 
in the past year with a light lunch and planning for the year ahead! Reports will be made available prior to the 
meeting.  

Church Council Corner 
The Church Council met on Tuesday, November 11, at 8:15 p.m. 

The council received an update from the Executive Committee on directing $5,000 toward relief efforts following 
Hurricane Melissa in Jamaica and the Caribbean. 

The Finance Committee provided an update.  Finances are holding steady—hoping for a strong finish to the end of 
the year. 

Property Committee highlighted the completed work of the Courtyard Memorial Patio and Peace Garden.  The 
Committee continues to follow up on solar installation, which appears to be held by by Xcel. 

Committees provided reports. The next meeting will be held on November 11th at 7:00 p.m. 

A Church at Work 
 

http://www.stmichaelselca.com/stewardship
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2025 Budget Overview and Financial Update 
Annual Budget 
Income $884,977*  
Expenses $884,977 
Balance $0 

Year-to-date income is almost equal to year-to-date expenses. The previous income surplus has disappeared. 
However, the typical upward trend of year-end giving suggests that the final budget for the year will be close to 
balanced. 

Please consider completing your pledge/annual giving to help meet the budget for 2025. 

Online Giving & Mobile Giving 
Did you know that you can pay for an event or set up a 
recurring automatic gift to support the work of St. 
Michael's? Authorization forms are available from the 
church office or follow this link: 
https://www.stmichaelselca.com/givenow.html 

Vanco also has a mobile App as another method to set up a payment or a recurring automatic gift to support the 
work of St. Michael's. Download the Vanco Mobile App from the App Store and search for "St. Michael's Lutheran 
Church". 

The above QR code takes you to our Donate Now page on our website. 

St. Michael’s is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 
St. Michael’s Lutheran Church lives out God’s grace and love for all people. Faithful to the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, we welcome those who have been part of church communities, those 
who have no previous church experience, and those who have felt excluded by the Church 
because of their race or ethnicity, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, physical or mental 

capabilities, financial resources, or family circumstances. In this witness, we seek reconciliation, healing, and 
wholeness. As a diverse people we are  empowered by the Holy Spirit to live and work together for God’s promised 
day of justice, peace, and mercy. 

*At the Annual Meeting on February 2, 2025, the congregation approved the use of 
Reserve Funds to balance the budget, if needed at the end of the year. This is included 
in the Annual Approved budget of $884,977.  

https://www.stmichaelselca.com/givenow.html
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Low-Scent Environment 
St. Michael’s Lutheran Church strives to maintain a scent-free/minimal-scent environment for the comfort of staff, 
congregation members, and visitors who have environmental sensitivities. Knowing that scents can trigger 
headaches, respiratory difficulties, dizziness, and nausea in sensitive individuals, it is the church’s goal to be a place of 
welcome for all. Please refrain from using scented candles, room sprays, and scent packs or melts in the 
building. Additionally, scented body sprays, lotions, or perfume can be overwhelming for some individuals and can 
deter them from participating in events. Please consider refraining from or limiting the use of scented personal 
products. 
*We recognize that certain cleaning products, items used in worship services (particularly some flowers), and hygiene 
products have fragrances/scents.  The congregation will work to limit the use of such scented items. 

Land acknowledgement 
The ELCA has published “A Declaration of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America to American Indian and Alaska 
Native People,” in which the church confesses its sins toward Indigenous peoples and lists the commitments it will 
begin working toward as it responds to its original “Repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery” from 2016. 

Not getting your Friday Flyer? 
Is our weekly e-newsletter, the Friday Flyer, not showing up in your primary inbox? First check your other 
inbox folders called Promotions or Spam. Then contact Lisa Koland and we will reconnect you! 

Making the Messenger Green 
If you prefer to read your upcoming issues of St. Michael’s monthly Messenger newsletter in your email or 
on our church website instead of having a paper copy mailed to you, please notify the church office.  
Got something for the January Messenger?  
The Messenger submission deadline is Friday, December 12, 2025 
 

 

St. Michael’s Staff Directory 
St. Michael’s Lutheran  
www.stmichaelselca.com , 651-631-1510 

Ali Ferin, Co-Pastor 
ali@stmichaelselca.com 

Brad Froslee, Co-Pastor 
brad@stmichaelselca.com 

Lisa Koland, Church Administrator 
office@stmichaelselca.com 

Natalie Romero, Director of Children, Youth, & Family 
Ministries 
youth@st]ichaelselca.com 

Max Gouette, Communications Associate 
Communication@stmichaelselca.com 

 

 
Thomas Bartsch, Organist 

Jill Schendel, Pianist 

Karen Wilkerson, St. Michael’s Singer’s Choir Director 

Charles Preis, Chapel Ringer’s Bell Choir Director 

Cory Bock, Youth Music Director 
cory@stmichaelselca.com 

Pa Jar Yang, Nursery Atendant 

Torin Froslee & Abby Nelson 
Weekend Custodians 

Peggy Mehen, Administra�ve Assistant 

Please reach out to the church office for contact information on members listed in an article. 

St. Michael’s Lutheran Church is located on the original and ancestral homeland of the Dakota 
people, and we give thanks for their presence here since time immemorial. We also wish to 
recognize and honor all our indigenous siblings who have and continue to call this land their home.  
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