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Worship & Education Schedule

Worship News

Monday Evening worship at 7:00 p.m. in the Courtyard Room runs through August 25.

ASL interpretation will be available every Monday worship.

August Worship Schedule

Sunday, August 24

Sunday, August 3 e Worship in the Sanctuary
e Worship in the Sanctuary e 10:00a.m
* 10:00a.m. e Live Streamed & Recorded
e Live Streamed & Recorded Monday, August 25
Monday, Augu.stfl e Worship in the Courtyard Room
e Worship in the Courtyard Room e 7:00p.m
e 7:00 p.m. . .

] e ASL Interpretation
e ASL Interpretation

Sunday, August 31

e  Worship in the Sanctuary

e 10:00 a.m.

e Live Streamed & Recorded
No Monday Worship on September 1

Sunday, August 10
e Worship in the Sanctuary
e 10:00 a.m.
e Live Streamed & Recorded

Monday, August 11 Church Office Closed
e Worship in the Courtyard Room
e 7:00 p.m.

e ASL Interpretation

Sunday, August 17
Blessing of the Backpacks
e  Worship in the Sanctuary
e 10:00a.m.
e Live Streamed & Recorded
Monday, August 18
e  Worship in the Courtyard Room
e 7:00 p.m.
e ASL Interpretation

Live-Streamed Services

Each Sunday, our service will be live-streamed. Subscribe to the St. Michael’s YouTube Channel to
watch worship live on Sunday mornings if you are not able to come in person.

Watch your Friday Flyer for a copy of the Bulletin to download and follow along, as well as the link to
the live service. Streamed services will also be recorded and posted on Sunday evening on our website
https://www.stmichaelselca.com/ for viewing at your convenience Scan the QR Code to go to the St.
Michael’s Channel:

ASL in Worship

Did you know? We recently received a grant through the ELCA to offer more consistent interpretation in worship
throughout 2025! Over the summer, the Monday Night worship services will have ASL interpretation available.
Through this grant, we also plan to offer some community ASL classes — keep an eye out for more information!
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Pastor’s Letter

Voices of Youth

People were bringing even infants to [Jesus] that he might touch them, and when the disciples saw it, they sternly
ordered them not to do it. But Jesus called for them and said, “Let the children come to me, and do not stop them, for
it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God
as a little child will never enter it.” -Luke 18:15-17

This summer | have been thinking about the infants, children, and youth in our congregation...and in the world. In
our life together, | have been reflecting on the ways that the youth engage, serve, see things, offer hope to others,
and make God’s love known.

Each week it is a delight to see toddlers and elementary school-aged children make
their way forward for the children’s sermon in worship, to hear a number of them
singing as part of the children’s choir, to hear kids loudly pray the Lord’s Prayer as
part of the liturgy. It is a gift to see these young people participate in worship and
be part of the church that is here and now.

It has also been a joy for me to be a chaperone this summer. | had the opportunity

to chaperone with the Minnesota Boychoir as the group traveled to New York City in

June; | also had the opportunity to chaperone seven of the youth from our

congregation, alongside Tara and Jon Rogness, as several of our high school students

traveled to Duluth and Superior to serve and learn with a variety of organizations in

the twin port area in July. Itis such a gift to hear them express the ways that they
are thinking about the world, their hopes for the future (individually and collectively), and the ways that they are
making a difference.

Watching young people lift their voices in song, pull weeds in community gardens, prepare meals for other teenagers,
sort vegetables for a drive-through food shelf, or think theologically about how God has created us in God’s image
and calls us to see God in others is profound.

And, as our group returned from Duluth, thirteen kids from St. Michael’s made their way to Luther Crest Bible Camp
near Alexandria, Minnesota, with Pastor Ali. At camp they sang, dove into the Bible...and into the lake, participated
in high and low ropes courses, played, learned about faith...and swatted away a few mosquitoes!

Jesus calls us to let the children come, and to let them help us imagine God’s reign among us. We are called to
embody this welcome and to see the ways that they get to be a part of God'’s love at work in the world.

As | have been taking in the gift of the children and youth around us, | have also been reflecting on the pain present
in the world. It was a tender moment to bless and send children from the congregation off to camp, while holding in
prayer the deep pain of families grieving the loss of children due to flooding in Texas. It evoked tears watching boys
sing the words “Light dawns on a weary world” on the stage at Carnegie Hall while still holding the scenes from tv
news of children scrounging for rice and breadcrumbs in Gaza earlier that day. It was powerful to hear lzzy speak of
having a home and food and her gratitude for community as she shared her reflection in worship, as she was mindful
of teen mothers and Igbtgia+ youth who have been abandoned by family and now struggle with housing and
resources.

We have a call as a congregation to welcome and lift up the voices of youth, and we have a call to speak and act with
and on behalf of youth and families who are longing to see the face of someone who cares, which | would argue is the
face of God.

As we move through summer and prepare for the school year, how might we as people of faith embody welcome of
children? How will we live this out in our midst in worship, Sunday school, and music? And how will we live this out
in the world?
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| think of our work with the schools through our partner church in Guatemala; the volunteers who read at Brimhall
Elementary school; the meal distributors who put lunches in backpacks at ParkView Center School through
EveryMeal; and those who teach, mentor, and give of themselves.

And then there are the ways we see God’s promised kingdom through the children as they teach us and help us
imagine a new world. One of our youth, Marissa, says that as she drives through cities she likes to imagine what
superhero that city needs. Her brother James took that thought, while on the service trip, and said he thought of all
the people he met who were sorting, sharing, weeding, offering housing, making meals...and he noted “they are all
superheroes.”

The youth can help us to see the superheroes in our midst and the difference that God is making through each of us.
~Pastor Brad

Life of the Congregation

With Sympathy

On June 23, long-time member of St. Michael’s, Virginia “Ginny” Perman, passed away. Her memorial service will be
held on August 15™ at St. Michael’s. The service will be held at 11:00 a.m. with a visitation prior to the service. A
luncheon will follow the memorial service. A private burial for the family was held in June. Please continue to keep
her family and friends in prayer during this time of mourning.

With Joy

On July 20" Madison Connie Lila Reinke was baptized. Madison is the daughter of Brianna Waters-Reinke and Josh
Reinke. We pray for Madison as she continues to grow in faith!

Welcome Home

We give thanks for the children and youth in our congregation who have been busy with summer ministry programs.
Duluth/Superior Service Trip: Abby, Anna, Izzy, James, Lucy, Marissa, Natalia. Luther Crest Bible Camp: Anna, Aria, Eli,
Evie, Gabe, Harper, Isla, Josephine, Marissa, Max, Naomi, Natalia, Theo.

Staff Retreat — Office Closed

The staff will be away on retreat August 11-12 and the church office will be closed. In the case of an emergency, you
can reach a pastor by calling the church office number.

This is an important time for staff as they prepare for the upcoming program year. Please pray for their creativity,
wisdom, and joy as they work during this intentional time away!

Church Picture Directory

Did you miss the opportunity to have your picture taken for the upcoming church directory? You can submit a picture
to office@stmichaelselca.com — please contact the office as soon as possible with a picture and any updated contact
information. Thank youl!

Save the Date for Lunch on the Lawn!

Sunday, September 7 from 11;00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Sunday School and CYF registration

Featuring food from Shobi’s Table, a food truck and ministry of the St. Paul Area Synod.
See page 17 for more information.
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Children, Youth, & Family

Gearing Up for the Fall

It might still feel like summer outside (and thank goodness for that!), but around here, we’re already dreaming about
what’s ahead. Fall always brings a fresh start — new energy, new routines, and new opportunities to grow in faith
together.

In the Children, Youth, and Family (CYF) world, we’re starting to gear up for another great year of Sunday School,
youth group, and special events. We’re imagining classrooms full of laughter, questions, songs, and stories of God’s
love. We’'re planning ways to build community, nurture curiosity, and help our young people feel deeply known and
loved.

But we can’t do it alone — and we wouldn’t want to! We need the whole community to help shape this next season.
That might look like teaching Sunday School, helping with a one-time event, or simply praying for our students as
they head into a new school year.

If you're feeling a little nudge — maybe just a tiny spark of curiosity — about getting involved, we’d love to talk with
you. There's no “perfect” teacher or volunteer — just people who care, who listen, and who are willing to show up.
That’s what makes all the difference.

Our volunteer training will be on Sunday, August 17th after worship, and it’s a great time to learn more, ask
questions, and get equipped for the year ahead.

Kick-Off Sunday will be September 7th, where families are invited to join us for Lunch on the Lawn and Sunday
School registration. It’s always a fun and meaningful way to start the year together as a community. Sunday School
classes will officially begin on September 14th — we can’t wait to welcome everyone back!

Fall will be here before we know it, and with it comes the promise of something new. But for now, we’re holding both
the rest of summer and the hope of what’s to come — and trusting that God is already preparing the way.

With anticipation and joy, Natalie

Natalie Romero (she/her/hers)
Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries
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Confirmation News

Attention families of all 7*" — 9 grade students! Mark your calendars now for the Confirmation Orientation Meeting
for students and at least one parent/caregiver on September 10%, 7p.m.

This meeting is important for students to attend in order to receive acolyte training and instruction, and for
parents/caregivers to learn about the confirmation program, understand expectations and changes to the program
for returning families, and have all your questions answered!

Confirmation Registration is Open!

All students in confirmation need to register by September 7. Friends of students are welcome to participate! Learn
more and register at: www.stmichaelselca.com/confirmation

10th Grade Students

Those students who have completed the
confirmation program and desire to be confirmed
should plan to attend the following 10" grade
capstone experiences:

e Sunday, September 28" 12:30 — 2:00 p.m.

Capstone 1: Reflection, Looking Forward,

and Faith Project Introduction

e Sunday, October 5" 12:30 — 2:00 p.m.
Capstone 2: Worship Planning and Faith
Project Wrap Up

e Wednesday, October 22 7:00 — 8:30 p.m.
Capstone 3: Faith Project Party & Worship
Rehearsal

The Rite of Confirmation will be held on Reformation Sunday, October 26™ at 10:00 a.m. Photography session will be
held prior to worship. Robe and photography order information will be available soon. Questions? Contact Pastor Ali
— ali@stmichaelselca.com

Confirmation Small Group Leaders
Please make plans to attend the CYF Volunteer Meeting
on August 17 from 12-2pm as we make plans for the
upcoming year of confirmation ministry!

CYF Volunteer Training Event — August 17. 12pm — 2pm

Those involved in children, youth, and family ministries are invited to attend this important training event to get
prepared for the program year ahead! This includes Sunday School Teachers, Confirmation Small Group Leaders, and
Nursery workers. Questions? Contact youth@stmichaelselca.com or ali@stmichaelselca.com
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Summer Youth Ministry Moments
Youth were busy this summer! Thank you to everyone who participated in the
Service & Learning trip and Luther Crest Bible Camp!
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Social Ministry

Social Ministry Calendar — Ways to serve at St. Michael’s this month

August 4 Rezek House Meal

St. Michael’s volunteers and PEO (a women’s service sorority) provide meals for the youth and young adults living at
Lutheran Social Services’ Rezek House (a home that supports transitional housing for homeless or housing-insecure
young adults). Often teams of two individuals/households prepare a meal for 8-14 individuals and deliver the meal to
Rezek House for their Monday evening gathering.

August 10 Sandwich Making for Union Gospel Mission

Gather between 9:10-9:40 a.m. in the Serving Area & Kitchen to assemble sandwiches.

People of all ages are invited to gather prior to worship to make sandwiches for Union Gospel Mission. This a great
way to serve and support a local organization!

August 12 Keystone Mobile Food Truck Distribution

2:00-4:00 p.m. in Circle Drive (west side of the church)

Partnering with Keystone Food Shelf, St. Michael’s volunteers assist in welcoming and hosting individuals and
households utilizing the Keystone Mobile Food truck. With the food truck, people are able to “shop” and select the
foods that work best for their needs. St. Michael’s provides at least three volunteers to assist with hosting and
shopping with community members.

August 13 & 27 Quilting and Bandage Rolling

9:00 a.m. Fellowship Hall. Volunteers from the congregation meet to piece and assemble quilts to go to veterans,
children, and the seniors at St. Michael’s. Another team also creates bandage rolls from old sheets that can be sent
with medical supplies to places in need of medical support around the world.

Daily - Panera Bread Ministry

Evening pick-up at Rosedale Panera; Morning bagging at St. Michael’s Kitchen

Volunteers “rescue” the bread and baked goods at the end of the day from Panera and bring them to church, so that
they can be bagged and taken to area organizations where they will be distributed to individuals and families.

Every Meal is on break for the summer. As part of this outreach, St. Michael’s Volunteers distribute food at Parkview
Center School on Fridays during the school year, in order that children and youth have meals they can prepare at
home over the weekend. If you are interested in getting involved during the 2025-2026 school year, please reach out
to Pastor Brad.

Mark your calendars!!
St. Michael’s serves at Loaves & Fishes on Monday, September 15.
September 15 Loaves & Fishes

Teams from St. Michael’s shop for, prepare, and serve a meal in South Minneapolis. You can sign up online via Sign-
up Genius or call the church office if you are interested in assisting in March.

We serve at Holy Rosary/Santo Rosario, 2424 18™ Ave. S., Minneapolis.
Food Preparation Team arrives at 1:45 a.m.
Serving Team arrives at 4:30 p.m.

This is a great opportunity for folks of all ages to join together in service.

Guatemala Partnership

Save the date for the Guatemala Gala
September 28, 2025

Our very own Pastor Brad & Pastor Ali will be heading up the event as Emcees!
Don’t miss the good food, the fun, the auction & raffle prizes, and the chance to visit with other travelers!
Contact Pastor Brad or Lisa if you are interested in volunteering at the Gala.
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Earthquake Update

Starting on July 8, more than 150 earthquakes and aftershocks have shaken
Guatemala, concentrated in Departments about 40 miles southeast of Guatemala
City. The initial quake on July 8 was a magnitude of 5.7; aftershocks continued for

the next week, some measuring as high as 5.0. Belize
uxtla Gutiarrez

In towns close to the epicenter, it is reported that the majority of buildings have =]
Guatemala

damage, many are unsafe, and residents are sleeping outside their homes. At

least 4 deaths have been reported, a result of landslides and falling boulders. Gﬂ:?:i@. il
S .

Because of the proximity to Guatemala City, shocks were felt in the Capital, and Salvadar

ILAG closed schools for safety. Schools and normal travel have now resumed. Mi

Travel Update

Our trip to visit our partners in Cimiento, Guatemala, over MEA in October of 2026 has been approved! We will start
the planning process for that trip and communicate with our partners on any projects they might be interested in
working on.

We anticipate this trip will also have the option of staying in Guatemala City to avoid the rigorous travel to the village.
Let Brad, Ali, Natalie, or Lisa know if you are interested in the 2026 trip!

School Supply Drive

This August St. Michael’s is again doing a school supply drive for Roseville Area Schools, Northern Voices, and area
families. The school drive kicks off on Sunday, August 3™ and will run through Monday, August 25%™.

The collection bin will be located outside of the sanctuary. If you prefer to provide cash/check instead of supplies,
feel free to place an envelope in the offering plate noting “School Supply Drive” or drop off at the church office and
the Social Ministry Committee will purchase supplies on your behalf.

Thank you in advance for supporting students in our area schools and pre-schools.

Bring your Donation to St. Michael’s

Sunday, August 3-Monday, August 25"

Supplies Needed:
e Backpacks e Scissors & rulers
e 3-ring Binder Zipper Bag/Backpack e Fabric or plastic pencil pouches or cases
e Loose-leaf paper e Black sharpies
e Folders e Dry Erase Markers
e Notebooks e Sticky Notes
e Pencils & Pens e Boxes of Facial Tissues
e Markers, colored pencils, crayons e Hand Sanitizer
e Erasers & highlighters e Packs of Paper Towels
e Glue sticks and Glue bottles e Sandwich bags (zip closing or slider bags)

e Watercolor paints

Page | 14 August 2025




Come sing with the
“Come Y’all Choir” this summer!

All ages welcome: bring yourselves, family, & friends!
We will meet 1 hour prior to each service listed below to
learn the music for that service.

Contact Karen Wilkerson for more information
kkw.sings@gmail.com

Sunday, August 17, 9:00 a.m.
Monday, August 18, 6:00 p.m.

Study and Fellowship Opportunities

Pastor Paul Drees at St. Michael's

Pastor Paul Drees is an ELCA pastor with a growing online ministry, educating the masses about progressive
Christianity and raising awareness on important issues the church faces today. He is hosting a live event at St.
Michael's on August 1% at 8 pm. The event is free - sign up and learn more at www.pauldrees.com

Summer Patio Series

We are in the final weeks of the Summer Patio Series! This summer, small groups shared in meaningful
discussion and relationship building around the book, How We Learn to be Brave by Mariann Edgar Budde.
Thank you to everyone who hosted a small group and participated in this engaging ministry!
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Faith in Daily Life—Preparing for Fall 2025

Faith in Daily Life groups read a variety of books focusing on theology, scripture,
current events, and topics facing the church and world today. It is an opportunity to
connect with others in learning, conversation, and faith.

In September, we will start with two FIDL groups. One group will meet on the first
Wednesday of the month at Olive Garden (1525 County Road C West, Roseville) at
12:00 p.m.; the second will be meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at St.
Michael’s in Classroom 1 at 12:00 p.m.

September dates:
Group 1: September 3 Olive Garden
Group 2: September 10  St. Michael’s

We will be reading Debie Thomas’ book, A Faith of Many Rooms: Inhabiting a More
Spacious Christianity. The book is available from area bookstores. Feel free to prepare
for our conversations beginning in September.

Thursday Morning Bible Study—Resumes on September 4th

9:30 a.m. Thursday Mornings

Thursday morning Bible study takes place from 9:30 a.m.-10:30ish a.m. The Bible study is often led by Pastor Brad
(with Pastor Ali and other guest teachers jumping in throughout the year).

Most weeks, the class focuses on the lectionary texts for the upcoming Sunday. On occasion, we will delve into
particular books of the Bible, a theme or narrative found in scripture, or highlight the works of various scholars as
they think about the texts. Feel free to join this fall as we kick off the new program year.
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Yoga Devotion

The current session runs through August 26 at 6:30 p.m.
The cost is $77 or $15 per class.

Classes are in-person at St. Michael’s as well as live on Zoom.
Beginners are welcome.

Sign up here: http://yogadevotion.com/
If you would like to try a free class to learn more about yoga, please contact Deb Legan for the zoom link and join us.

Men’s Bible and Brew
Thursday, August 7th, 7:00 p.m.

Men'’s Bible and Brew is meeting at Insight Brewery 2821 E. Hennepin
Avenue in Minneapolis (west of Hwy 280 as Larpenteur turns into
Hennepin).

This month the group will be discussing “Health & Wellness.” How are
we called to care for ourselves and others? How do we as a congregation promote healthy habits and practices that
contribute to physical, mental, and emotional well-being? Additionally, when we experience issues with our health
how do we open up to others, share our journeys, and receive the support that we need?

Desserters Il Book Discussion Group

We are currently on summer break.
Discussions will resume in September. All are welcome!

Sep. 23,2025 Hester by Laurie Lico Albanese
Oct. 28,2025 American Midnight by Adam Hochschild
Nov. 19, 2025 A Fever in the Heartland by Timothy Egan
Jan. 27,2026  The Frozen River by Ariel Lawhon,
Feb. 24,2026 The Cello Still Sings by Janet Horvath
Mar. 24,2026 Where They Last Saw Her by Marcie R Rendon
Apr. 28,2026  An Unfinished Love Story by Doris Kearns Goodwin
May 19, 2026  Where Rivers Part: A story of My Mother's Life by Kao Kalia
Yang

Nov and May - one week early

Questions? Verena.Larsonl@gmail.com (651) 644-4562

A Church at Work

Church Council Corner

The Church Council did not meet in July.

The Council will be meeting again on Tuesday, August 12", at 7:00 pm in person, as we continue to prepare for the
upcoming program year.

2025 Budget Overview and Financial Update

Annual Budget *At the Annual Meeting on February 2, 2025, the congregation approved the use of

*
:Er)\(cor:e :ZZZ’:Z Reserve Funds to balance the budget, if needed at the end of the year. This is included
Ba?:n::S S0 ! in the Annual Approved budget of $884,977.
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Income has been exceeding budgeted projections by a healthy margin so far this year and expenses are slightly below
budgeted projections. Income to date has exceeded expenses. However, we usually see an income slump through the
summer months so it is still uncertain where we will end the year. We had budgeted a year-end deficit between
income and expenses of about $22,000. If the giving remains as strong as it has been, that deficit may shrink or be
eliminated.

Online Giving & Mobile Giving
El:l:l Did you know that you can pay for an event or set up a
r.. iy recurring automatic gift to support the work of St.

Michael's? Authorization forms are available from the

church office or follow this link:
https://www.stmichaelselca.com/givenow.html

Vanco also has a mobile App as another method to set up a payment or a recurring automatic gift to support the
work of St. Michael's. Download the Vanco Mobile App from the App Store and search for "St. Michael's Lutheran
Church".

The above QR code takes you to our Donate Now page on our website.

We Invite You to Participate in Worship

Volunteers are needed to serve as ushers, lectors, communion deacons, and fellowship hosts. These
are great opportunities for folks of all ages - families are encouraged to sign up together! Visit Sign-up
Genius to see the opportunities awaiting you. The quickest way to get there is to visit St. Michael’s
website: www.stmichaelselca.com and click on the Volunteer Sign-up icon

St. Michael’s is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation

St. Michael’s Lutheran Church lives out God’s grace and love for all people. Faithful to the

Gospel of Jesus Christ, we welcome those who have been part of church communities, those

who have no previous church experience, and those who have felt excluded by the Church

because of their race or ethnicity, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, physical or mental
capabilities, financial resources, or family circumstances. In this witness, we seek reconciliation, healing, and
wholeness. As a diverse people we are empowered by the Holy Spirit to live and work together for God’s promised
day of justice, peace, and mercy.
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Low-Scent Environment

St. Michael’s Lutheran Church strives to maintain a scent-free/minimal-scent environment for the comfort of staff,
congregation members, and visitors who have environmental sensitivities. Knowing that scents can trigger
headaches, respiratory difficulties, dizziness, and nausea in sensitive individuals, it is the church’s goal to be a place of
welcome for all. Please refrain from using scented candles, room sprays, and scent packs or melts in the

building. Additionally, scented body sprays, lotions, or perfume can be overwhelming for some individuals and can
deter them from participating in events. Please consider refraining from or limiting the use of scented personal
products.

*We recognize that certain cleaning products, items used in worship services (particularly some flowers), and hygiene
products have fragrances/scents. The congregation will work to limit the use of such scented items.

Land acknowledgement

The ELCA has published “A Declaration of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America to American Indian and Alaska
Native People,” in which the church confesses its sins toward Indigenous peoples and lists the commitments it will
begin working toward as it responds to its original “Repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery” from 2016.

St. Michael’s Lutheran Church is located on the original and ancestral homeland of the Dakota
people, and we give thanks for their presence here since time immemorial. We also wish to
recognize and honor all our indigenous siblings who have and continue to call this land their home.

Not getting your Friday Flyer?
Is our weekly e-newsletter, the Friday Flyer, not showing up in your primary inbox? First check your other
inbox folders called Promotions or Spam. Then contact Lisa Koland and we will reconnect you!

Making the Messenger Green

If you prefer to read your upcoming issues of St. Michael’s monthly Messenger newsletter in your email or
on our church website instead of having a paper copy mailed to you, please notify the church office.

Got something for the September Messenger?
The Messenger submission deadline is Friday, August 22, 2025

St. Michael’s Staff Directory

St. Michael’s Lutheran

www.stmichaelselca.com, 651-631-1510 Thomas Bartsch, Organist

Ali Ferin, Co-Pastor Jill Schendel, Pianist

ali@stmichaelselca.com Karen Wilkerson, St. Michael’s Singer’s Choir Director

Brad Froslee, Co-Pastor Charles Preis, Chapel Ringer’s Bell Choir Director
brad@stmichaelselca.com

Cory Bock, Youth Music Director
Lisa Koland, Church Administrator cory@stmichaelselca.com
office@stmichaelselca.com

Pa Jar Yang, Nursery Attendant
Natalie Romero, Director of Children, Youth, & Family
Ministries

youth@st]ichaelselca.com Torin Froslee & Abby Nelson
Weekend Custodians

Levi Lindquist & Jerry Romero Banda, Custodians

Max Gouette, Communications Associate
Communication@stmichaelselca.com Peggy Mehen, Administrative Assistant
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