
A Doubting Thomas Community  
by Pastor Ali Ferin 

Easter cannot come soon enough! It has been two years since we’ve gathered in the 
Sanctuary for this holy celebration and I suspect I 
am not the only one longing for this day to arrive; 
the sweet smell of lilies, the healing resonance of 
the bells and brass, the warmth of community, 
and the defiant hope carried through the litany, 
“He is risen! He is risen, indeed! Alleluia!” As 
much as I love seeing the Sanctuary swell on 
Easter morning with members, visitors, and 
guests, it’s the first Sunday after Easter that I wish 
drew in such a crowd because the Gospel reading 
assigned for that Sunday holds a message of deep 
truth that we all deserve to hear. 
Allow me to provide a quick recap of that Sunday-after-Easter reading from the Gospel 
of John. Jesus is resurrected (a well-established plot line from the previous Sunday) 
and shows up to his disciples. But not all of them are there for Jesus’ first post-
resurrection appearance and some have trouble believing such hearsay. Thomas in 
particular says, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in 

the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” Challenge accepted. Thomas is around for the next 
resurrection appearance and Jesus invites him to do just as he previously wished; touching the wounds of Christ. 
There are many reasons why I feel this passage is so important for the church to reflect on; of course, many of us have 
experienced doubt, wanting proof for our faith, and so Thomas maintains a sense of relatability. But more central for me 
is the detail that Jesus maintains his wounds. In fact, the text doesn’t even allude to them being healed; Jesus invites 
Thomas to put his hand in his side. Jesus does not return as the “best version” of himself, all shiny and new… he doesn’t 
even return fully healed! He returns willing to share and show the pain he’s endured. It’s his wounds that connect him to 
Thomas. 
It’s interesting to me that the word “vulnerability” comes from the Latin root “vulnus” - wound. Jesus is literally showing 
vulnerability to his friends and followers, and I feel this act is an invitation for all churches. We are called to build honest, 
authentic relationships, not based on who we wish we could be, but of who we truly are. It’s an invitation to put aside 
our “Sunday best” selves in order for our vulnerable selves to be seen and known. 
As we continue to find more familiar ways to be community together – gathering for worship, youth events, book 
studies, fellowship time, I hope that this image of the wounded Christ is one we hold in our minds. It’s tempting to flex a 
positive outlook, sugar coating all we’ve endured these past few years, ending each story with, “but at least…” or “I’m 
fine…” but true connection comes from our vulnerability, from allowing our wounds to be seen and felt. What a privilege 
it is to be trusted with another person’s feelings and experiences, not to “fix” them but to hold space for another 
person’s truth to be heard and honored. 
As Christians, we are known as “Easter people” - those who trust that Christ conquered death and brings that promise 
into our world in all places of death and destruction. But maybe we can have dual identities; “Easter people” and 
members of a “Doubting Thomas” community, a community built on trust, vulnerability, and authentic relationships. 
May it be so! 
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Which Worship Service is Live-Streamed?  
April 3:  8:45 a.m. 
April 10:  11:00 a.m. (Palm Sunday) 
April 14: 7:00 p.m. (Maundy Thursday) 
April 15:  7:00 p.m. (Good Friday) 
April 17: 8:45 a.m. (Easter) 
April 24: 1100 a.m. 

Subscribe to the St. Michael’s You Tube Channel to watch worship live on Sunday mornings if you are not able to come 
in-person. Follow this link to the St. Michael’s Channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbsN5e-
O1XueIDWgrWE_lag/videos 

Watch your Friday Flyer for a copy of the Bulletin to download to follow along and a link to the live service.  Streamed 
services will also be recorded and posted on Sunday evening on our website https://www.stmichaelselca.com/ for 
viewing at your convenience. 

In Memorial 
On February 24, Lois Ecklund passed away surrounded by family and her beloved husband Norm. A memorial Service 
was held at St. Michael’s on March 12. We grieve the death of Lois and give thanks for her life and the gifts she shared 
with the people of St. Michael’s. 

Words of Thanks 
Dear Friends, 

Through this past year you blessed Lowell, me and our family with your prayers, words of encouragement, and many 
cards of love and support. We thank you as we all move ahead with memories and confidence in God’s love.  
God bless you dear friends,  

Carol Erdahl, Becky, Paul & Elizabeth and Beth.   

Worship Streaming Schedule 
 

Holy Week Schedule 

Life of the Congregation 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbsN5e-O1XueIDWgrWE_lag/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbsN5e-O1XueIDWgrWE_lag/videos
https://www.stmichaelselca.com/
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A Journey Through Holy Week 
Faith Formation happens in a multitude of ways and settings for all 
ages. This year, St. Michael’s will provide an at home enrichment tool 
to dig deeper into the stories of Holy Week. Each Sunday School aged 
student will be provided with a “Road through Jerusalem” sticker 
activity set, corresponding videos and activities and how to find these 
stories in your Spark Bible. These themes will also be woven through 
our Children sermons and worship throughout Holy Week. 

There will be extra packets available in the narthex for anyone else 
interested in participating in conjunction with worship services, 
starting April 3rd.  
On Palm Sunday, we will have our Pray Ground back up in the back of 
the sanctuary. This is a space for students to explore worship 
components, the Gospel and lesson stories through sensory play or art, and have space to use the wiggles God gave 
them. 

I am so excited about the upcoming changes and if you are interested in helping with the Pray Ground, please feel free 
to reach out. 

God’s Peace, Natalie Romero 
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Augsburg Youth Theology Institute 
June 26 – July 1 
The Augsburg Youth Theology Institute (AYTI) is an annual summer program for high school students (9th-12th grades) 
focused on theological reflection and vocational discernment connected to an annual theme.  
This year's theme is God's People [Re]Connect! You can get more information like FAQ, What to Expect and apply by 
visiting the website at https://www.augsburg.edu/ayti/  
If you have any questions, feel free to reach out to Natalie at youth@stmichaelselca.com 

Summer 2022: Live the Truth 
July 17 – 22 
The Naming Project Summer Camp is for 13-18 year-olds who are of any sexual orientation 
or gender identity or expression who are interested in discussing and understanding 
sexuality and gender in terms of their own spiritual journey  
This camp take place in Bay Lake Camp in Deerwood, MN. 
For more information and to sign up you can visit their website: 
www.thenamingproject.org. 

Confirmation Lent Update:  
Wednesdays in Lent Confirmation Schedule Overview: 
Youth will continue their worship leadership roles on Wednesdays in Lent, 
serving as ushers, acolytes, and lectors! 
● April 6: Meet in the Sanctuary at 6:15 p.m. for worship which begins 
at 6:30 p.m. (Please let Pastor Ali know in advance if your child will be absent) 
● There is no confirmation April 13th or April 20th. 
● Normal class in the Fellowship Hall will resume April 27th. 

If your child/family are not yet comfortable participating in in-person worship, 
please contact Pastor Ali. 

7th - 9th Grade Confirmation 
• There is no confirmation April 13th or April 20th. 
• Normal class in the Fellowship Hall will resume April 27th. 

Learning by Leading: Confirmation students are required to volunteer 5x at church or in the community this program 
year. Youth can volunteer with their family or friends! Once a volunteer activity has been completed, head to 
www.stmichaelselca.com/confirmation to fill out the volunteer submission form. Contact Pastor Ali with any questions 

Confirma�on Retreat Update 
The winter confirmation retreat has been rescheduled for April 30th - May 1st. Those who registered for the winter 
retreat should have received a reimbursement and should still register for the spring retreat.  

Cost: $110 
Location: St. Anthony Park Lutheran Church (2323 Como Ave, St Paul, MN) 
Times: April 30th from 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. & May 1st from 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
More information is available at https://www.stmichaelselca.com/confirmation-retreat.html 
Until then, reimbursements have been issued to families who have already paid. We apologize for the inconvenience 
and disappointment this might have caused for your child and family. If you have any questions, please reach out to 
Pastor Ali, ali@stmichaelselca.com  
Thank you for your understanding during this difficult season of life together!  

Confirmation News 

https://www.augsburg.edu/ayti/
mailto:youth@stmichaelselca.com
http://www.stmichaelselca.com/confirmation
https://www.stmichaelselca.com/confirmation-retreat.html
mailto:ali@stmichaelselca.com
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Social Ministry Calendar 
April 12:  Keystone Mobile Food Distribution 
  2:00 – 4:00 p.m. in Circle drive 
April 3: Sandwich Making for Union Gospel Mission 
  10:00 a.m. Serving Area & Kitchen 
Daily: Panera Bread Ministry: Evening pick up at Rosedale Panera, Morning Bagging in Kitchen 
 

An update from the Refugee Resettlement Committee 
Celebrating Jamiullah, Guldosta and Shkula 
After five months in the US, our Afghan refugee family (Jamiullah, Guldosta, and Shkula) can celebrate: 

• A job for Jamiullah 
• A warm, furnished apartment 
• A healthy and vigorous, five-month-old baby, Shkula  
• Regular visits from a Ramsey County Public Health Nurse  
• Lots of donated baby equipment, diapers and clothing (Shkula and several of her young cousins can use more 

toys and books, however)  
• Phone service, iPad and WIFI 
• WIC, EBT and ATM cards and a bank account 
• Sewing machine and fabric  
• Winter clothing 
• Medical insurance and services at Bethesda M Health Fairview Clinic  
• Enrollment in English classes at the St. Paul Schools Hubbs Center 
• Connec�ons with Advocates for Human Rights and the U of M Immigrant Law Center 
• Extended family and Afghan community members living in the neighborhood mean more support for all 
• Lots of connec�on with the Refugee Resetlement Team—for assistance with medical care, grocery shopping, 

pharmacy needs, transporta�on, etc. 
• Learning about transporta�on op�ons and shopping  
• Access to Google Translate and to interpreters 
• An MCC Case Worker and Employment Case Worker to provide support 

In addition, we on the Refugee Resettlement Committee have become friends with a gracious, young family, and we’ve 
started to learn about their culture.  

A look to the future 
As we begin the next stage of this journey with this family, we: 

• Are eager to help them become more independent—in language, finances, and transporta�on. 
• We are also aware of the needs of some of their extended family members who have also moved to the St. Paul 

area, and we’re exploring ways to be of support to them on a more casual, informal level.  

How you can help 
We have learned that some of the younger members of the extended family have few toys or books. Toys and books are 
needed are for: 

• Two pre-school boys 
• One primary school boy 
• Two babies, one boy and one girl 

If you have something to donate, please contact Jill Griffin or Mary Nosek. 
 

Social Ministry Activities 
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Land Acknowledgement 
Last  year, the ELCA published “A Declaration of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America to American Indian and 
Alaska Native People,” in which the church confesses its sins toward Indigenous peoples and lists the commitments it 
will begin working toward as it responds to its original “Repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery” from 2016. 

 
St. Michael’s Lutheran Church is located on the original and ancestral homeland of the Dakota people, 
and we give thanks for their presence here since time immemorial. We also wish to recognize and 
honor all our indigenous siblings who have and continue to call this land their home.  
 

Desserters II Book Club 
The Desserters II book club will meet by Zoom this year for another season of discussing 
interesting books. All are welcome to join the discussions held on the 4th Tuesdays of the month 
at 7:00 p.m.  

Apr 26, 2022 The Midnight Library by Matt Haig  
   Asks, “if you could live your life over again, would you make the same choices?” 
 

Men’s Bible and Brew 
Thursday, April 21 at 7:30 p.m. in the Courtyard Room 

In April we will be gathering the Thursday following Easter. 

At this gathering we will spend time checking in, sharing thoughts on 
resurrection, new beginnings, and signs of hope. 

Bring a favorite beverage and snack and join the conversation and the fun. 
 

Summer Patio Series - Save the Date! 
Summer is almost here, which means it is time to start planning for the Summer Patio Series! Join the St. Michael's 
women for this time for connection under the summer sun. Small groups will include virtual and in-person options. This 
year we will have a kick off party at Jone Tiffany’s home in Blaine on June 5th at 6:00 p.m. More information will be 
published in the Friday Flyer and available at: https://www.stmichaelselca.com/patioseries.html 
 

Women’s Circles 
Women's circles are a wonderful way to connect, build relationships, and join others in conversation and study.  

The Sarah Circle meets the first Tuesday of every month at 9:30 a.m.  
The Elisabeth Circle meets the first Wednesday of each month at 1:00 p.m.  

Each month women from the church gather for conversation, connection, and learning. This year we are focusing our 
learning around Islam as we seek to better understand and support the refugee family from Afghanistan that our 
congregation is accompanying. All are welcome to join! 

Sarah Circle: April 5 at 9:30 a.m. in the Courtyard Room.  
Elisabeth Circle:  April 6 1:00 p.m. in the Courtyard Room.   
   

Study & Fellowship Opportunities 
 

https://www.stmichaelselca.com/patioseries.html


April 2022 Messenger  Page | 7 

Faith in Daily Life 
Wednesdays, 12:00 p.m.-1:00 p.m.(ish) in the Courtyard Room 
Faith in Daily Life is now focusing on our second book: Blueprint: The Evolutionary Origins of a 
Good Society by Nicholas A. Christakis.  

This year as we continue to adjust to COVID-19 we will be gathering in the Courtyard Room at 
St. Michael’s. Tables and chairs will be set up, bring your own lunch or snack. Come in door #4 
(by the main office). 

Month 8:  Blueprint: The Evolutionary Origins of a Good Society 
Chapter 9: One Way to be Social, Chapter 10: Remote Control 
Group 1: Wednesday, April 13 
Group 2: Wednesday, April 27 

 
Yoga Devotion winter/spring 2022 8-week session runs March 7 – 
April 25. Classes are 6:30 p.m.  Beginners are always welcome! 
Classes will be held in person at church and will be on zoom! 

Please register and pay at this link: 
 https://yogadevotion.com/class/yogadevotion-flow-with-sandy-st-michaels-lutheran-church-roseville-mn-zoom-and-or-
in-person-3/2022-03-07/ 

If you would like to try a free class to learn more about yoga, please contact Mary Drache for the zoom link and join us! 
 

DEI Matters  
We welcome you to participate in a group to explore Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Matters, using books and open, 
authentic conversations in a brave space. The focus this year is on our own race, racism, and white supremacy. These 
topics are geared toward adults and young adults. Reading will be done individually, using thought-provoking questions 
as a guide. Group discussion, via Zoom, will allow us to consider how and why these matters matter. The purpose of this 
program is to broaden our self-understanding through deep 
self-reflection and sharing our learnings with each other. 

The group is facilitated by Laurie Krachmer, a member of  
St Michael’s who has been engaged in diversity and inclusion 
work for the past 7 years and is a trained facilitator. 

Meetings are at 4:00pm and last 60-90 minutes,  
depending on the need of the group. 

April 24  The Rebellious Life of Mrs. Rosa Parks by Jeanne Theoharis 
May 22  How to Be an Antiracist by Ibram X Kendi 

Instructions for April 24 DEI Matters Pre-work and Zoom Meeting 
Each month, participants will read and reflect on the questions prior to the Zoom 
meeting. Use the Zoom link in the Friday Flyer email to log into the meeting. 
DEI Pre-Work: 
• Read The Rebellious Life of Mrs. Rosa Parks by Jeanne Theoharis 
• Ques�ons we might discuss: 

o What most surprised you? 
o What did you learn that you didn’t previously know about Rosa Parks? 
o What did you learn that you didn’t previously know about the early work of 

thecivil rights movement? 
o What connec�ons did you make to our previous materials and/or discussions? 
o What do you want to learn  more about a�er reading this book?   

To get the most out of this program, it 
is recommended that participants start 
the reading early in each month so you 
have time to pause and reflect. 

https://yogadevotion.com/class/yogadevotion-flow-with-sandy-st-michaels-lutheran-church-roseville-mn-zoom-and-or-in-person-3/2022-03-07/
https://yogadevotion.com/class/yogadevotion-flow-with-sandy-st-michaels-lutheran-church-roseville-mn-zoom-and-or-in-person-3/2022-03-07/
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Thursday Morning Bible Study 
Thursdays, 9:30-10:30 a.m. at St. Michael’s 
We continue reading the lectionary texts with an eye toward how the Scriptures are often read and how we might learn, 
grow, and be challenged in looking at the Bible through the lens of others’ experiences. 

We will meet in the Courtyard Room. Meeting indoors, we ask people to wear masks, and encourage all who are able to 
be vaccinated. 

April 7 Isaiah 50:4-9a The servant of the Lord submits to suffering 
 Psalm 31:9-16 Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.  
 Philippians 2:5-11 Humbled to the point of death on a cross 
 Luke 22:14--23:56 The passion of the Lord 
 Luke 23:1-49 (alt) The passion of the Lord 

April 14 No Class-Maundy Thursday 

April 21 Acts 5:27-32 The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus 
 Psalm 118:14-29 You are my God, and I will exalt you. 
 Psalm 150 (alt) Let everything that has breath praise the Lord. 
 Revelation 1:4-8 Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, is coming 
 John 20:19-31 Beholding the wounds of the risen Christ 

April 28 Acts 9:1-6 [7-20] Paul’s conversion, baptism, and preaching 
 Psalm 30 You have turned my wailing into dancing. 
 Revelation 5:11-14 The song of the living creatures to the Lamb 
 John 21:1-19 Jesus appears to the disciples at the Sea of Tiberias 
 
 

St. Michael’s Singers, Adult Choir 
Rehearsal Schedule Worship Schedule 

Wednesdays, 7:15 p.m. Courtyard Room 
April 6 &13 

Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. p.m. Courtyard Room 
April 20 & 27 

April 3, 8:45a.m. 
April 10, 11:00 a.m. 
April 15, 7:00 p.m. 

April 17, both services 
The Chapel Ringers, Adult Bells 

Rehearsal Schedule Worship Schedule 
Thursdays, 6:00 p.m. Balcony April 14, 7:00 p.m. 

April 17, both services 
Youth Choirs 

Rehearsal Schedule Worship Schedule 
See Children’s Music News in the Friday Flier 

 
 

April 10, both services 
April 17, both services 

Youth Bells 
Rehearsal Schedule Worship Schedule 

See Children’s Music News in the Friday Flier 
 

April 3, both services 

Music @ St. Michael’s 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-4-10/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-4-10/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-4-10/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-4-10/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-4-10/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-4-24/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-4-24/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-4-24/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-4-24/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-4-24/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-5-1/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-5-1/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-5-1/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-5-1/0
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Holy Hammers Building Affordable Housing Starts Soon 
We will be working once again with Twin Cities Habitat for Humanity and the Holy Hammers coalition of 
churches to help build affordable housing in our area. This year we will work sequentially at two different 
sites: finishing up a home already underway at 1297 Woodbridge St. in St. Paul (near Maryland and Rice) and 
refurbishing an existing home at 564 State St. on the West Side of St. Paul just off of South Robert St. Unlike 
the past two years, we will return to having volunteers from the Holy Hammers churches providing lunch to 
the construction crews. Therefore, we are looking for volunteers both for the construction work and for 
preparing and serving lunch. No previous experience is necessary for the construction work. Habitat staff and 
other volunteers are ready to help you learn on the job. 

We will be working from April 25-May 20 at the Woodbridge site and then from May 23-July 15 at the State St. 
site. St. Michael’s has been asked to provide the food on May 9, May 11-13, and June 27. We have been asked 
to try to focus our construction volunteers on May 9-13 and June 27-28. The week of June 27-July 1 has been 
designated for all women crews. However, if these dates don’t work for you, any volunteer can sign up for any 
date in the project. 

If you are interested in volunteering for either construction or providing lunch, please contact Dave Yarusso 
(daveyarusso@gmail.com or 612-418-1755) and he will send you the necessary information and registration 
links. 

 

More Ways to Serve 
Worship Leaders and Volunteers Needed 
Being back in the sanctuary or outdoors for worship again opens up some 
additional volunteer opportunities for St. Michael's members. Check 
SignUp Genius for opportunities to volunteer for: Ushers, Lectors, and 
Providing sanctuary flowers. 

Visit Sign-up Genius to see the opportunities awaiting you.  The quickest 
way to get there is to visit St. Michael’s website: www.stmichaelselca.com 
and click on the Volunteer Sign-up icon 
 
 

Online Giving 
Did you know that you can 
pay for an event or set up a 
recurring automatic gift to 
support the work of St. 
Michael's? Authorization 
forms are available from the 
church office or follow this 
link: 

https://www.stmichaelselca.com/givenow.html 

Mobile Giving 
Vanco now has a mobile App 
as another method to set up a 
payment or a recurring 
automatic gift to support the 
work of St. Michael's. 
Download the Vanco Mobile 
App from the App Store and 

search for "St. Michael's Lutheran Church".

  

Can You Help? 

mailto:daveyarusso@gmail.com
http://www.stmichaelselca.com/
https://www.stmichaelselca.com/givenow.html
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Church Council Corner 
The Church Council met on Tuesday, March 8, 2022 
 
The Council recognized the carry-over funds from 2021 as being held in the Reserve Fund; these funds will be used, if 
necessary, to balance the 2022 budget (as authorized by the congregation at the Annual meeting). 

The Financial Committee reported they received word from Thrivent Financial that our loan application has been 
approved.  They anticipate a closing by the end of April to allow for construction to begin by early May. 

A team is being assembled to interview firms and select one to work with the congregation on a feasibility study for a 
potential capital campaign. 

Belinda Cline volunteered to serve as a Synod Assembly voting member along with Barb Yarusso.  The council voted to 
elect Belinda to serve in this capacity.  (Mike Krachmer volunteered to serve as a male voting delegate following the 
meeting, and will be approved next month.) 

Aleksi Moran volunteered to serve as the delegate to the Gustavus Adolphus College Association of Congregations 
meeting on April 30, and was elected unanimously. 

The Church council allocated up to $7,500 from the Reserve Fund to upgrade the security/fire system. 

The next church council meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 12, 2022, 7:00 p.m. 

2022 Budget Overview and Financial Update 
 February Actual February Budget YTD Actual Annual Budget 
Income $71,292 $61, 913 $206, 750 $874,359* 
Expenses $77, 584 $70,689 $137,839 $874,359 
Net Balance $-6,292 $-8,777 $68,911 $0 

*At the Annual Meeting on January 30, 2022, the congregation approved use of Reserve Funds (the carryover income 
from 2021) to balance budget, if needed at the end of the year. This is included in the Annual Approved budget of 
$874,359.  

SMART Update (St. Michael’s Assessment & Reopening Team) 
St. Michael's Assessment & Reopening Team (SMART)Update  
March marked the two year anniversary of significant changes at church and in the 
world due to the COVID-19 pandemic. As a congregation we have moved through much 
together during this time. We give great thanks for your patience, commitment to care 
for one another, and your support over these two years. And we are now moving into a 
new phase. 

On March 9 SMART met to look at next steps as things continue to change. The team 
had a robust conversation with great insights, learnings, and information surrounding 
next steps. 

The team spent time reviewing CDC changes, MDH changes, current positivity rates and 
hospitalization rates in Ramsey county, current school protocols (including recent adjustments with Roseville Area 
Schools), information on vaccine efficacy for 5-11 year olds and potential vaccine studies for children 4 years and under, 
updates from Dr. Mike Osterholm, updates on use of masks. 

SMART has approved the following changes as we move into this next phase of the pandemic: 
• The weekend of March 19/20 St. Michael's will move to being Mask op�onal 

o The team welcomes and supports all who feel comfortable wearing masks to con�nue to wear them; we 
also welcome those who are comfortable not wearing masks to go without. 

A Church at Work 
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o The church will con�nue to provide KN95/N95 masks to use for those who would like them. 
o This will be consistent across all ages and spaces. 

• We will s�ll require St. Michael's Members and staff who go into the Northern Voices side of the building during 
the week when Northern Voices staff and students are present to wear masks. Northern Voices will be having a 
Board mee�ng next week and likely will be making changes at that �me. 

• The first Sunday of April (April 3) we will move to Con�nuous Communion in worship 
o We will come forward in a line (we ask that people maintain a 3' distance between those in front of and 

behind them), receiving bread and wine/juice in small cups. 
o The team will evaluate over the coming weeks about when to return to communion around the altar. 

• Return of the Children's PrayGround in worship (April 10) 
o The children's PrayGround will be set up again at the back of the sanctuary on Palm Sunday. 
o The church will provide masks for any children/families who would like them and do not have their own. 

• Light funeral/memorial refreshments, food at community gatherings 
o We will resume refreshments for gatherings at the church 
o Coffee hours between services will likely begin a�er Easter, dependent on congrega�onal volunteers 

There is a strong sense by SMART that we are on the "off-ramp" of the pandemic. That being said, SMART will continue 
to gauge positivity rates and CDC/MDH resources to make sure that protocols continue to stay in line with 
recommendations for our area/county. Should adjustments be needed we will let the congregation know. 

Corporate Matching and Giving Programs in 2021 
• Many companies offer matching funds for charitable gi�s given by their employees. Thank you to St. Michael’s 

members taking advantage of their Corporate Matching programs! 
• Thrivent customers can designate organiza�ons for dona�ons and can apply for grants. We appreciate the 

members who have designated Thrivent Choice Dollars and completed grant applica�ons.  
• Some purchasing pla�orms allow you to designate a percentage of your purchases to a charitable organiza�on. 

Thank you to those contribu�ng to St. Michael’s through purchases on Amazon Smile. 

St. Michael’s is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 
St. Michael’s Lutheran Church lives out God’s grace and love for all people. Faithful to the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ, we welcome those who have been part of church communities, those who have no 
previous church experience, and those who have felt excluded by the Church because of their race 
or ethnicity, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, physical or mental capabilities, financial 

resources, or family circumstances. In this witness we seek reconciliation, healing, and wholeness. As a diverse people 
we are then empowered by the Holy Spirit to live and work together for God’s promised day of justice, peace, and 
mercy. 

Not getting your Friday Flyer? 
Are you having a problem with our weekly e-newsletter, the Friday Flyer not showing up in your primary 
inbox? First check your other inbox folders—it often shows up in a spot called the Promotions folder. Or it 
could be in your Spam folder. If a search of those yields nothing, then contact Lisa Koland at office 
@stmichaelselca.com, and we’ll find a way to make sure the newsletter gets to you! 

Notes about the Messenger 
Got something for the March Messenger? 
The Messenger submission deadline is Friday, April 22, 2022.  

Making the Messenger Green 
If you prefer to read your upcoming issues of St. Michael’s monthly Messenger newsletter in your email or on 
our church website instead of having a paper copy mailed to you, please notify the church office.  
Just let the church office know your preference.  
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St. Michael’s Staff Directory 

St. Michael’s Lutheran  
www.stmichaelselca.com 
651-631-1510 

Brad Froslee 
Pastor 
brad@stmichaelselca.com 

Ali Ferin 
Pastor 
ali@stmichaelselca.com 

Lisa Koland  
Church Administrator 
office@stmichaelselca.com 

Natalie Romero 
Director of Children, Youth, & Family Ministries 
youth@stmichaelselca.com 

Brian Thompson 
Children & Youth Ministries Associate 
brian@stmichaelselca.com 

Max Gouette 
Communications Associate 
Communication@stmichaelselca.com

 

Thomas Bartsch           
Organist 

Jill Schendel                 
Pianist 

Karen Wilkerson          
Adult Choir Director 

Charles Preis               
Adult Bell Choir Director 

Cory Bock                    
Youth Choir Director 
cory@stmichaelselca.com 

Wenshuai Zhang   
Children’s Choir Accompanist 

Kaia Zeigler    
Nursery Care Provider 

Elliot Polzin    
Custodian 

Owen Hamer 
Weekend Custodian 

1660 County Road B West 
Roseville, Minnesota 55113 

mailto:brad@stmichaelselca.com
mailto:ali@stmichaelselca.com
mailto:office@stmichaelselca.com
mailto:youth@stmichaelselca.com
mailto:brian@stmichaelselca.com
mailto:Communication@stmichaelselca.com
mailto:cory@stmichaelselca.com

