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Worship & Education Schedule

Program Year Schedule

Sunday Mornings
Sunday School & Youth Group at 9:10 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship at 10:00 a.m.

Religion in Life education series at 11:10 a.m.

Wednesday Evening Schedule Resumes, Wednesday, April 15

Community Meal at 5:00 p.m.
Evening Prayer Service at 6:10 p.m.
Confirmation at 7:00 p.m.

April Worship Schedule

Maundy Thursday, April 2
e 12:00 Worship in the Courtyard Room
0 Hand & Feet Washing
e 7:00 p.m. Worship in the Sanctuary
0 Hand & Feet Washing
0 Live Streamed & Recorded

Good Friday, April 3

e 7:00 p.m. Worship in the Sanctuary
e Live Streamed & Recorded

Easter Sunday, April 5
e 8:45 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary
0 Live Streamed & Recorded
e 9:30 a.m. - 10:45 a.m. Easter Breakfast
e 11:00 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary
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Sunday, April 12
e  Worship in the Sanctuary
e 10:00a.m.
e ASL Interpretation
e Live Streamed & Recorded

Wednesday, April 15

e Evening Prayer

e 6:10 p.m. in the Courtyard Room
Sunday, April 19

e Worship in the Sanctuary

e 10:00 a.m.

e Live Streamed & Recorded
Wednesday, April 22

e Evening Prayer

e 6:10 p.m. in the Courtyard Room
Sunday, April 26

e Worship in the Sanctuary

e 10:00 a.m.

e ASL Interpretation

e Live Streamed & Recorded
Wednesday, April 29

e Evening Prayer

e 6:10 p.m. in the Courtyard Room
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Chapel Ringers

The adult bell choir is looking for more players. (We call people “players” because Play = Fun!)

We rehearse Thursdays from 6:00-7:15 p.m. and play on the 1st Sunday of the month. Contact Charlie Preis.

St. Michael’s Singers

Our adult choir is always open to new members. Everyone is welcome: high school through old school, and every
school in between! All musical skill levels are currently represented in the choir, from those that read music to those
who listen and learn. We welcome all. No audition, unless you want one!

If you are interested, please send an email to Karen Wilkerson, director, or just walk in the choir room door!
We rehearse Wednesdays, 7:00pm to 8:30pm

Children’s Music

Music with Cory — PreK-4t" Grade
e Sundays 8:40a.m.—-9:10 a.m.
e Music and movement with a variety of songs and instruments

6t — 12™ Grade — Vocal/Instrumental Music
e Sunday, April 12

Please contact Cory Bock if your student is interested: cory@stmichaelselca.com\

Community Meals

Wednesdays at

5:00p.m. — 6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall
Join us each Wednesday for a community meal.
All are welcome!
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Live-Streamed Services

Each Sunday, our service will be live-streamed. Subscribe to the St. Michael’s YouTube Channel to watch worship live
on Sunday mornings if you are not able to come in person.

2[E] Watch your Friday Flyer for a copy of the Bulletin to download and follow along, as well as the link to the

+1 live service. Streamed services will also be recorded and posted on Sunday evening on our website
https://www.stmichaelselca.com/ for viewing at your convenience Scan the QR Code to go to the St.
Michael’s Channel.

ASL in Worship

ASL will be provided the 2™ and 4™ Sundays of the month and Wednesdays during Lent. Please contact the church
office for an updated schedule of interpreters.

Worship Volunteers Are Needed!

Volunteers are needed to serve as ushers, Iectors communion deacons, and fellowship hosts. These are great

Flower donations

Fresh flowers at the altar each week will resume after Lent. We welcome you to celebrate a special
occasion or honor a loved one with a dedication that will be printed in the bulletin. Use the Flower Signup
on the bulletin board, call the church office, or sign up online or through the church website
www.stmichaelselca.com and click “Volunteer” to access signup .

Religion in Life

Sundays, 11:10 a.m.

Join Religion In Life (St. Michael’s adult education forum) this month. This is a great opportunity to engage in learning
about and discussing a variety of topics—from Bible and theology, to Community Life and Justice Issues, to Health,
Wellness, Spirituality, and Art.

0| Religion in Life will begin at 11:10 a.m. in the courtyard room. Many of the Religion in Life sessions will be
£ live-streamed and recorded so that they are available to a broader audience and can be viewed at other
times. Sessions can be found on our website (under Education/Online Religion in Life)
https://www.stmichaelselca.com/ or Scan the QR Code to go to the St. Michael’s Channel.

Schedule for April
Sunday, April 5 No Religion in Life on Easter Sunday

Sunday, April 12

Susan Sheridan Tucker— Problem Gambling: It's a real Addiction and We Need to Talk about it
Problem Gambling: It's a Real Addiction and We Need to be Talking About It. This presentation will provide an
overview of problem gambling, nationally and within Minnesota and the current gambling landscape. Susan will
identify the signs and criteria of gambling disorder (addiction) and who is at risk. She’ll address the specific impacts
problem gambling and gambling addiction have on families and public health. Attendees will learn of the free
resources and strategies to minimize harms to the individual with the addiction and their families.

Susan Sheridan Tucker is the Executive Director of Minnesota Alliance on Problem Gambling. She’s been with the
organization since 2018. Over Susan’s career she has focused on nonprofit management, building organizations
and advocating for those with diminished voice or power. Susan received her master’s in urban planning which laid
a foundation for community building and strategic planning. Through Susan’s leadership, MNAPG is increasing
Minnesotans’ awareness of gambling addiction and emphasizing the connections between substance use disorder
and mental health. Susan’s overall focus is to build a stronger infrastructure of problem gambling services in
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Minnesota. Susan serves on the National Council on Problem Gambling’s board of directors and just recently
ended her two-year term as its president and continues to hold her affiliate seat on the board. She is a member,
ordained ruling elder and deacon of Westminster Presbyterian Church, Minneapolis.

Sunday, April 19

Tentative Reschedule  Alzheimer’s Association staff—10 Warning Signs of Dementia
Alzheimer's and other forms of dementia cause memory, thinking, and behavior problems that interfere with daily
living. Join us to learn how to recognize common dementia warning signs; how to approach someone about
memory concerns, the importance of early detection and benefits of a diagnosis, possible tests and assessments for
the diagnostic process and Alzheimer's Association resources.

Sunday, April 26

Kristen Mastel—Forest Bathing
Forest bathing, also known as shinrin-yoku in Japanese, is a practice of immersing oneself in nature to improve
mental and physical health. After facing career and personal burnout, Kristen found that taking the time to be out
in nature, whether a walk with her pup, or out on the trails alone, was crucial to her mental and physical health and
burnout recovery. She will share the healing powers of nature and provide skills to start your intentional journey
through nature.

Kristen Mastel is an academic librarian with the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum, in addition to being a certified
forest therapy guide, herbalist, and health coach.

Pastor’s Letter

A Broken God Healing a Broken World

If Advent is the season we lean into the promise of a God who loves the world and its inhabitants so much that God
comes to dwell with humanity. Lent is the season we encounter a God who lives out that love, proclaims abundance,
teaches forgiveness, ushers in moments of renewal and healing, who weeps at the death of a friend, and who lives
this incarnate love to the fullest—even when it means running counter to the ways of this world and its empires.

God'’s very presence in Jesus challenges so much of what the world the expects or demands:
...Jesus creates abundance when the people fear scarcity...

...Jesus embodies forgiveness when there is a call for revenge...

...Jesus renews the broken and heals the hurting when society has marginalized them...
...Jesus weeps in the face of stoic acceptance of pain...

...and Jesus makes new life known in the face of death.

In Divinity School | recall a conversation with a local pastor who had experienced significant
challenges in is own denomination because of his sexuality. He shared with me words that
had been passed on to him, “That you wrestle with the Church and push for change until
your heart is about to break, but you step back before your heart is broken. Because once
your heart is broken it’s a struggle to keep love alive.”

Interestingly, when | see Jesus’ movement in ministry and living his love in the world, he

doesn’t stop. He keeps loving to the very end—in the midst of betrayal, in the face of bullying and abuse, when the
religious authorities and politicians come at him with everything they have, even when the crowd and kangaroo court
push for his execution. He loves to the very end. In Christ, God’s heart is broken...and broken open.

Yet, it is precisely from this experience and utter brokenness that new life emerges. The One who is betrayed is the
beacon of faithfulness; the One who is tortured witnesses to unbounded compassion; the One who is wounded bears
healing; and the One who experiences death embodies new life for the world.

The apostle Paul later describes this as a foolishness that many cannot understand, but points to how this God who
knows so deeply the brokenness of the world is also the One who puts it all back together.
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This Eastertide, as we stand in the muck and mire of a broken world riddled with warfare, narcissistic leaders,
economies rewarding those with no regard for the lives of workers or creation, we stand with a broken God...a God
who, in the midst of brokenness, speaks of another way and another world where hope and healing become the
norm and resurrection is not only possibly but a lived reality.

And it is with this Easter witness that springs forth from the tomb that we proclaim, “Alleluia!”

Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed! Alleluia!
~ Pr. Brad

Life of the Congregation

With Sympathy
Shirley Friberg passed away on March 14" surrounded by her loved ones. Her funeral was held at St. Michael’s on
March 19%™. We continue to hold her family and friends in prayer as they grieve her loss.

Online Directory is Available with Realm Connect!

The convenience of a secured online directory is now available. An email invitation to create an online account with
Realm Connect has been sent to adult members of the church. If you did not receive an email or have questions
about how to log on, contact Pastor Ali.
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Children, Youth, & Family

In the Midst

This year, as my oldest entered middle school, we stepped into a whole new level of busy. She’s the kind of kid who
wants to do everything, and | love that she is all in. But lately, I've found myself wondering what it’s costing us.
Somewhere along the way, it started to feel like we were losing our grip on the routines and rhythms that have
shaped our family.

Fewer nights praying together before bed.
Fewer dinners around the table.
Fewer slow mornings that let us breathe before the day begins.

| know many of you have been in this season for a while, so | trust I’'m in good company. But I’'ve noticed something:
these rhythms weren’t just nice ideas; they were intentional. They were how we tried to live our values. And without
them, | sometimes feel like we’re losing sight of those values too.

As we move from Lent into Easter, I'm mindful that Lent is a season where we tell the truth about what feels
heavy...what feels off, what needs tending or healing.

For many of our kids, that looks like school stress, complicated friendships, anxiety, or the quiet pressure to be
everything and still feel like they’re not enough. For many of us, it looks like trying to hold it all together and
wondering if we're doing any of it well.

But Lent doesn’t end there.

Easter reminds us that God meets us exactly in those places; not when we finally get the schedule right, but right in
the middle of the chaos, the car rides, the missed prayers, and the too-full calendars.

God is in the midst of all of that.

Maybe resurrection doesn’t look like a perfect reset. Maybe it looks like small returns...a quick prayer in the car, a
moment of gratitude before bed, one night at the table.

Because the good news of Easter is this: God has never left. God is already here; in the middle of our full schedules
and unfinished rhythms.

And that presence is enough to begin again, even in the smallest ways.

Natalie Romero
Director of Children,
Youth, and Family Ministries
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Confirmation Updates

Can you believe that April is the last month of confirmation! In our final month we will wrap up our year focus on
belief + action by learning about Lutheranism and interfaith relationships. We will welcome leaders from other faith
traditions to come and speak with the class and take a possible field trip to a Shabbat service! Stay updated with
weekly confirmation emails!

April Confirmation Schedule

April 1 Holy Week, No Confirmation

April 8 Confirmation Class at 7:00 p.m. - Lutherans and Interfaith Relationship

April 15 Buddhism

April 17 Possible Field trip to Mt. Zion Synagogue for Shabbat worship 5:30 p.m. — 8:30 p.m.
April 23 Islam

April 29 Class review and end of year celebration

vy LUTHERAN
B o CAMPUS
" MINISTRY

TWIN CITIES

Lutheran Campus Ministry Sunday - April 12

Lutheran Campus Ministry-Twin Cities is a young adult ministry at the University of Minnesota-Twin Cities that
centers the unconditional love of God, and is marked by curiosity, integrity, and a commitment to creating belonging
for one another and our neighbors. While we often talk about young adults as the "future" of the church, the young
adults that comprise LCM are actively shaping our church right now, in the present.

As we move into yet another set of unchartered waters politically and culturally, we continue to learn so much from
the young adults in our midst about the power of the Gospel, the deep hunger for grounding spiritual practices, and
the eagerness to belong to a community that shares ones’ values. Whether bearing the weight of grief and loss, Al, a
fractured political system or the weight of mental illness, young adults are learning what it means to be resilient and
faithful amidst a world that will likely be uncertain for a very long time.

And still, or maybe because of this uncertainty, students are actively engaged with their faith. They are hungry, and
they show up to pray, to serve, to learn, and to worship together. More than anything, they show up to connect, and
to center down in the love of God. At LCM, we see first-hand the incredible work of the Holy Spirit, who animates
these young adults and our ministry among them.

We are excited to let you know that a student will be preaching on April 12 proclaiming the Gospel, and sharing
stories about their life as a young adult and we will be taking a special offering in support of this vital young adult
ministry. Please consider making a gift that day and thank you for being church together. For more information,
visit https://umnlutheran.org/support-us/
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Social Ministry

Social Ministry Calendar

Serving at St. Michael’s in the coming month:

April 6 Rezek House Meal

St. Michael’s volunteers and PEO (a women’s service sorority) provide meals for the youth and young adults living at
Lutheran Social Services’ Rezek House (a home that supports transitional housing for homeless or housing-insecure
young adults). Often teams of two individuals/households prepare a meal for 8-14 individuals and deliver the meal to
Rezek House for their Monday evening gathering. This month PEO is covering the meal.

April 8 & 22 Quilting and Bandage Rolling

9:00 a.m. Fellowship Hall. Volunteers from the congregation meet to piece and assemble quilts to go to veterans,
children, and the seniors at St. Michael’s. Another team also creates bandage rolls from old sheets that can be sent
with medical supplies to places in need of medical support around the world.

April 12 Sandwich Making for Union Gospel Mission

Gather between 9:10-9:40 a.m. in the Serving Area & Kitchen to assemble sandwiches.

People of all ages are invited to gather prior to worship to make sandwiches for Union Gospel Mission. This a great
way to serve and support a local organization!

April 14 Keystone Mobile Food Truck Distribution

2:00-4:00 p.m. in Circle Drive (west side of the church)

Partnering with Keystone Food Shelf, St. Michael’s volunteers assist in welcoming and hosting individuals and
households utilizing the Keystone Mobile Food truck. With the food truck, people are able to “shop” and select the
foods that work best for their needs. St. Michael’s provides at least three volunteers to assist with hosting and
shopping with community members.

Daily - Panera Bread Ministry

Evening pick-up at Rosedale Panera; Morning bagging at St. Michael’s Kitchen

Volunteers “rescue” the bread and baked goods at the end of the day from Panera and bring them to church, so that
they can be bagged and taken to area organizations where they will be distributed to individuals and families.

Fridays - Every Meal

As part of this outreach St. Michael’s Volunteers distribute food at Parkview Center School on Fridays during the
school year, in order that children and youth have meals they can prepare at home over the weekend. If you are
interested in getting involved during the 2025-2026 school year please reach out to Pastor Brad.

Brimhall Reading Program

Volunteers assist as reading partners for either a Kindergarten, first or second-grader for 15 minutes or assist with
reading and/or math in with a 3rd-6™" grader for 20 minutes on Wednesdays. The commitment is from November 10,
2025, to May 2026 at Brimhall Elementary School. You are asked to commit to 22 of the 27 academic weeks.

If you are interested in getting involved during the year or serving as a substitute, please get in touch with Mike
Gregory.

Loaves & Fishes on hiatus
Loaves & Fishes has discontinued its program at Holy Rosary/Santo Rosario in south Minneapolis.

They are currently exploring other options as potential sites to serve meals. St. Michael’s continues to be in touch
with their leadership about potential opportunities to serve, but currently we are on hiatus.

We hope to have more information in the coming month.
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St. Michael’s Meal-on-Wheels Team!

We need new volunteers!!
Meals on Wheels delivers hot, ready-to-eat, nutritious noon-time meals to homebound clients.

The Roseville Meals on Wheels program is based at the New Anpétu Téca Education Center, 1910 County BRd W,
Roseville, MN 55113 and delivers meals within the boundaries of the Roseville Area School District five days a week.

It’s an important service, not only because it provides a hot meal to people who may not be able to prepare one for
themselves, but also because it provides personal contact to folks who are often isolated and may not see another
human that day.

For many years, two teams of St. Michael’s members have been delivering Meals on Wheels. Each team normally
delivers once every six weeks on Thursdays, although some members deliver more often.

If you’ve been looking for a significant way to serve others during this challenging time, maybe Meals on Wheels is
your answer!

Please know:
e Delivery routes generally take less than one hour
e You can deliver alone or with a partner. (It's a great way to get to know another person from St. Michael’s!)
e You will help make another person’s life healthier—both physically and emotionally.

If you’d like to know more, contact Mike Krachmer, Meals on Wheels Coordinator for St. Michael’s Lutheran Church.

You can make someone’s life healthier and brighter
by delivering Meal-on-Wheels:

You can volunteer just once. No commitment required. If you have children at home, this a great introduction to
community service.

Bridging

St. Michael’s is pleased to serve as a referencing agency for
Bridging. As a referencing agency we periodically assist families that
need furniture as they settle into a new home or apartment or
move into more permanent housing. As a referencing agency we
schedule appointments so the family can select furniture and
household goods at Bridging, that meet many of their needs. Often

times we do this in partnership with another area congregation,
Cristo Rey Lutheran church.

Bridging is a nonprofit that gathers and distributes donated

furniture and household goods to community members. Bridging

serves about 5,300 households per year. More than 40% of the individuals benefiting from Bridging’s assistance are
children under 17 years of age and 85% of the clients have a household annual income of less than $20,000 per year.

To help Bridging continue to serve our community, we encourage you to consider donating furniture and housewares
that you no longer need at their Roseville warehouse. Bridging accepts donations of furniture, housewares (kitchen
and bath equipment plus blankets and linens), and small appliances/electronics.

The following URL provides greater details of household furnishing Bridging accepts
https://bridging.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/BridgingDonatingYourStuff2026JanExternal.pdf

Bridging’s Roseville warehouse is located at 1730 Terrace Drive, Roseville, Minnesota.
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Guatemala Partnership

Tickets for our travel have been purchased!

We are excited to plan projects, worship, children’s activities, and get to know each other as we prepare for our
October trip.

Contact Lisa Koland or Natalie Romero with any questions about travel to Guatemala.

Study and Fellowship Opportunities

Save the Date — Progressive Dinner Saturday, May 2

Don’t miss the annual Progressive Dinner! On May 2nd we will gather at church for potluck appetizers and then we
will split off into groups and head to host homes for a delicious meal! (Hosts sign up in advance) The night concludes
with dessert from Café Latte and coffee at church. Don’t miss it! First timers are free!

Save the Date - Spring Tea Party

Don't miss the St. Michael's Women's Spring Tea Party! Experience a formal British English Tea

e
@&1” ﬁ @ Ceremony with friends new and old. Enjoy traditional English sips, nibbles, and bites!

;-‘*"’i
?Fﬁi" ?r Sunday, April 19th at 3:00 p.m. Free Will Donation.

Bring your own tea cup and wear a hat!
F-r'?‘:“",;‘m'

Friends and family are welcome - RSVP at church on the bulletin board or online here:

The Wednesday Evening Discussion Group

An informal gathering to discuss Christian faith and practice will resume on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. after
Easter. Led by Dick Nysse, the topics might include the words of a hymn, segments of the liturgies we use in worship,
a Bible passage, short essays, etc. How are we shaped by the words we use and how does our life experience echo or
challenge our Christian faith and practice? Each session will be a standalone so there is no need to commit to a series.

April 15, 22, & 29
May 6, & 13

Esther Circle — Savoring Traditions

Esther Circle will be held on April 7t at 10:00 a.m. in the Courtyard Room. Come enjoy community as we share food
stories from around our tables and within scripture!
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Men’s Bible and Brew
7:00 p.m. Thursday, April 30" at the Urban Growler

The story of Stephen, the history of deacons, and a vocation in the church
(both ancient and new!).

As St. Michael’s walks with Natalie Romero in her call to serve as deacon,

we have the opportunity to learn more about the role of early deacons and
what this vocation has looked like in the church and society both then and now. Join this great conversation (with
Pastor Brad and our special guest!).

Faith in Daily Life
Faith in Daily Life groups read a variety of books focusing on theology, scripture, current events, and topics facing the
church and world today. It is an opportunity to connect with others in learning, conversation, and faith.

In April we will meet on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at St. Michael’s in Classroom 1 at 12:00 p.m.

April date:
April 8 St. Michael’s

This month we will continue reading the book,
The Tears of Things: Prophetic Wisdom for An Age of Outrage by Richard Rohr.

About the book: How do we live compassionately in a time of violence and despair? What can
we do with our private disappointments and the anger we feel in such an unjust world? In his
most personal book yet, Richard Rohr turns to the writings of the Jewish prophets, revealing
how some of the lesser-read books of the Bible offer us a crucial path forward today.

The prophets’ writings reflect the full spectrum of human maturity. In almost every case, their

initial rage and their accusatory words evolve into a profound pathos and lamentation about

our shared human condition and the world’s suffering. Through astute critiques of culture and

institutions, and their journey from anger to sadness, and ultimately compassion, the prophets

exemplify what Rohr calls “sacred criticism” —a distinct approach to confronting evil and injustice that acknowledges
the wholeness of history, the interconnectedness of every living being, and the reality of a divine and universal love.
In this, they set the stage for Jesus, who follows this identical pattern.

Drawing on a century of biblical scholarship and written in the warm, pastoral voice that has endeared Rohr to
millions, The Tears of Things breathes new life into ancient wisdom. It paves a path of enlightenment for anyone
seeking a compassionate way of living in a hurting world.

Upcoming: Jesus for Everyone: Not Just Christians by Amy-Jill Levine. In May and June we will jump into this next
book written by the Jewish New Testament scholar Amy-Jill Levine.
In this book she makes the argument as to why Jesus’s historic and cultural influence
makes him fascinating, provocative, and relevant for everyone, not only Christians.

Two thousand years after his birth and death, Jesus of Nazareth continues to be of vital
interest. Yet much of the scholarship around Jesus focuses on his religious

significance. Jesus for Everyone examines his most famous teachings from a fresh
perspective, exploring their roots in his Jewish context and how they have continued to
shape ethics and civilization in the West for two millennia.

Even for those who reject faith, Jesus’s life and his philosophy are important to study,
writes renowned biblical scholar and author Amy-Jill Levine, because of the insights
they hold for us today. In this work of brilliant New Testament analysis, she pores
through scripture, analyzing what historical scholarship has revealed about Jesus’s
views on a number of subjects—including women—revealing surprising messages.
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Placing Jesus of Nazareth within his historical context, Levine brings him vividly into focus and invites everyone from
faithful Christians and curious Jews to agnostics and the most committed nonbelievers to a new kind of interreligious
dialogue and a deeper appreciation of his lasting impact on the modern world.

Thursday Morning Bible Study

9:30 a.m. Thursday Mornings
Thursday morning Bible study takes place from 9:30 a.m.-10:30ish a.m. The Bible study is often led by Pastor Brad
(with Pastor Ali and other guest teachers jumping in throughout the year).

Most weeks, the class focuses on the lectionary texts for the upcoming Sunday. On occasion, we will delve into
particular books of the Bible, a theme or narrative found in scripture, or highlight the works of various scholars as
they think about the texts.

Thursday, April 2 No Bible Study on Maundy Thursday

Thursday, April 9

Acts 2:14a, 22-32 Christ’s resurrection: the fulfillment of God’s promise to David
Psalm 16 In your presence there is fullness of joy.

1 Peter 1:3-9 New birth to a living hope through the resurrection

John 20:19-31 Beholding the wounds of the risen Christ

Thursday, April 16
Reflecting on the conversation from the Fosdick Lecture at Augsburg University.

Thursday, April 23

Acts 2:42-47 The believers’ common life

Psalm 23 The Lord is my shepherd; | shall not be in want.

1 Peter 2:19-25 Follow the shepherd, even in suffering

John 10:1-10 Christ the shepherd

Thursday, April 30

Acts 7:55-60 The martyrdom of Stephen

Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 Into your hands, O Lord, | commend my spirit.

1 Peter 2:2-10 God'’s people chosen to proclaim God’s mighty acts
John 14:1-14 Christ the way, truth, and life

Attending the Fosdick Lecture at Augsburg University.

The last couple of years the Fosdick Lecture was held on Thursday morning during our Bible Study time. This year it
has been changed to Wednesday around lunchtime. Members of the Bible and others from St. Michael’s who are
interested will plan to carpool with a group from church. If you are interested please talk with Pr. Brad or sign up
across from the church office. It is exciting to have this opportunity to hear from Pastor Alan Storey who is with us
from South Africa.

Alan Storey: “Preaching for good”
Presenter: Alan Storey

Wednesday, April 15, 2026, 12:00 — 1:00 pm
Hoversten Chapel, Foss Center
625 22nd Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55454

Rooted in the South African context ... Alan is a Gospel storyteller and
facilitator of personal and political change.

About the speaker

Alan’s commitment to the Jesus way of justice and peace-making was tested early in his life when he

faced conscription into the apartheid regime’s military. He chose to be a conscientious objector. He was arrested and
faced trial with a six-year prison sentence as the likely outcome. Alan’s trial was abandoned midway, and he became
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the last conscientious objector to be brought to trial in apartheid South Africa. Over the years he has been involved in
numerous civil society organizations addressing: gun violence, racism; state-capture corruption; xenophobia;
homophobia; transphobia; apartheid inequality; sex worker discrimination and campaign for a universal basic
income. Alan spearheaded the transformation of the Stipend Policy within the Methodist Church of Southern Africa.

Alan recently retired from serving at the Central Methodist Mission in Cape Town. As a Methodist minister for 33
years who lived off weekly words, he is now exploring silence and solitude ... while writing. Having recently written
the 2025 Andrew Murray Desmond Tutu Prize winning The bell, banners and blasphemy.

Alan has a Honors degree in Theology and a Masters in the Philosophy of Applied Business Ethics. He is a recipient of
the Rotary Paul Harris Fellowship Award and a fellow of the African Leadership Initiative (part of the Aspen
Leadership Institute).

Alan’s lifelong work remains the experimental practice of the Sermon on the Mount.
Alan’s hope is to contribute to “heal the divisions of the past and establish a society based on democratic values,
social justice and fundamental human rights.”

Storey & Song

Tuesday, April 14*, 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Hennepin Avenue United Methodist Church
511 Groveland Ave, Minnesota, MN

Free and open to the public

Join us at Hennepin Avenue Methodist Church for an evening with Rev. Alan Storey reflecting on issues of faith and
public witness.

Alan's brief reflections will be interspersed with songs of justice, peace and resistance led by local musicians Mary
Preus, Tom Witt, and Bret Hesla (from Bread for the Journey) and well-known liturgical composer Marty Haugen.

Come and join us as Alan facilitates conversation and local musicians invite us to sing new songs that move us
forward in hope and courage.

South African UMC pastor, Alan Storey is a gospel storyteller and facilitator of personal and political change. He is the
author of the 2025 Andrew Murray Desmond Tutu Prize winning The bell, banners & blasphemy. He will be in
Minnesota for two weeks speaking in a variety of venues.

For more information on his full schedule, go to: https://www.alanstoreyinminnesota.org

Desserters Il Book Discussion Group

Join us Tuesday, April 28:
An Unfinished Love Story by Doris Kearns Goodwin

An unparalleled personal history of the 1960s, illuminating
public and private moments of a decade when individuals
were powered by the conviction they could make a
difference; a time, like today, marked by struggles for racial
and economic justice, a time when lines were drawn and
loyalties tested.

All are welcome

Meetings: 7:00 in Classroom 1 at the church
Desserts are provided. BYOB

Contact Verena Larson with questions

Looking ahead:
May 19 (one week early): Where Rivers Part: A Story of My
Mother’s Life by Kao Kalia Yang
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Yoga Devotion

The next session is March 2 — April 27, 2026
Mondays at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall
8 weeks, $88.

Join Yogadevotion in partnership with St. Michael's for a mat-based yoga class that incorporates strengthening poses

and balancing poses. Join virtually or in person!
& ,;L\yqﬁa evoTion
Follow the QR code to register and pay for the class: it o

A Church at Work

Church Council Corner
The Church Council met on Tuesday, March 10.

If you would like to try a free class to learn more about yoga, please
contact Deb Legan for the zoom link and join us.

Updates:

Currently the pastors are looking at the possibility of a new member gathering and Sunday celebration in April. More
information will be sent out soon.

Finance and Treasurer’s Report: Dave Yarusso went over the church’s assets and how the finance committee is
reviewing our current investment strategies. The committee will looking at next steps as we move forward.

Executive Committee: Looking at goals for the upcoming year.

e Review of Constitution incorporating changes from Churchwide Assembly (CWA) and addressing any items at
St. Michael's that should be updated. Review of model constitution should occur about every three years.
0 Creating a constitution committee.
0 Strengthening the Worship & Music Committee and clarifying responsibilities.
e Engaging the values of St. Michael’s.
0 Looking at focusing on vocation and equipping for peace and justice this year
o Lifting up elements of discernment with Brad nominated for bishop, and Natalie likely being ordained as a
deacon this fall.
e Further work on Virtual directory and capabilities, and helping people to utilize this technology
e Completion of Solar Panel Project

Committees provided highlights:

Children, Youth, and Family
Feed My Starving Children event coming up. Whirly ball coming up on April 19. Summer service/learning trip and
camp are moving ahead.

Community Life
Organizing dinner groups and progressive dinner. Online directory is active and working.

Personnel & Administration
Updates to the employee handbook are almost complete.

Property
Meeting a week from tonight.

Social Ministry
Reviewed current programs. Church continues to support community with Metro Surge disruption. Identified
protest marches that people are welcome to attend. March food drive is in process.

Jonathan Rolfs provided the closing reflection and Pastor Brad closed the meeting in prayer.

The next council meeting will be in person — April 14, 2026, at 7:00 pm.
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2026 Budget Overview and Financial Update

Annual Budget February Budget February Actual

Income $933,585 $72,077 $106,750
Expenses $933,585 $71,369 $69,292
Balance SO $708 $37,458

Giving through February has exceeded budget expectations but this is typical early in the year due to prepaid pledges
and concentration of giving in January. Total expenditures were slightly less than budgeted. We have reallocated
some of our cash between synod Mission Investment Fund term investments and CDs at Community Resource Bank
to provide better timing of maturity dates on these investments and provide strong and guaranteed interest income.

A Church At Work

Many St. Michael’s members have been involved with ways to support our immigrant neighbors during this time of
chaos and stress due to increased ICE activity in the Twin Cities. We have assembled a Neighborhood Action list to
share ideas, resources, and ways that you can help. To join this email list, contact office@stmichaelselca.com

In an announcement on
March 22, The Wilson
Foundation generously
offered to MATCH donations
given for rental and housing
stability in Roseville through
April 30!

Please know that we
appreciate your gifts as well as
the trust you place in us to
minister to the vulnerable
people in our community.

To date, 156 households have
been assisted financially
through the cooperation and
coordination of the Roseville
Community.
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Online Giving & Mobile Giving
El:l:l Did you know that you can pay for an event or set up a
r.. iy recurring automatic gift to support the work of St.
Michael's? Authorization forms are available from the
church office or follow this link:

https://www.stmichaelselca.com/givenow.html

Vanco also has a mobile App as another method to set up a payment or a recurring automatic gift to support the
work of St. Michael's. Download the Vanco Mobile App from the App Store and search for "St. Michael's Lutheran
Church".

The above QR code takes you to our Donate Now page on our website.

St. Michael’s is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation

St. Michael’s Lutheran Church lives out God’s grace and love for all people. Faithful to the

Gospel of Jesus Christ, we welcome those who have been part of church communities, those

who have no previous church experience, and those who have felt excluded by the Church

because of their race or ethnicity, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, physical or mental
capabilities, financial resources, or family circumstances. In this witness, we seek reconciliation, healing, and
wholeness. As a diverse people we are empowered by the Holy Spirit to live and work together for God’s promised
day of justice, peace, and mercy.

Low-Scent Environment

St. Michael’s Lutheran Church strives to maintain a scent-free/minimal-scent environment for the comfort of staff,
congregation members, and visitors who have environmental sensitivities. Knowing that scents can trigger
headaches, respiratory difficulties, dizziness, and nausea in sensitive individuals, it is the church’s goal to be a place of
welcome for all. Please refrain from using scented candles, room sprays, and scent packs or melts in the

building. Additionally, scented body sprays, lotions, or perfume can be overwhelming for some individuals and can
deter them from participating in events. Please consider refraining from or limiting the use of scented personal
products.

*We recognize that certain cleaning products, items used in worship services (particularly some flowers), and hygiene
products have fragrances/scents. The congregation will work to limit the use of such scented items.

Land acknowledgement

The ELCA has published “A Declaration of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America to American Indian and Alaska
Native People,” in which the church confesses its sins toward Indigenous peoples and lists the commitments it will
begin working toward as it responds to its original “Repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery” from 2016.

St. Michael’s Lutheran Church is located on the original and ancestral homeland of the Dakota
people, and we give thanks for their presence here since time immemorial. We also wish to
recognize and honor all our indigenous siblings who have and continue to call this land their home.

Not getting your Friday Flyer?
Is our weekly e-newsletter, the Friday Flyer, not showing up in your primary inbox? First check your other
inbox folders called Promotions or Spam. Then contact Lisa Koland and we will reconnect you!

Making the Messenger Green

If you prefer to read your upcoming issues of St. Michael’s monthly Messenger newsletter in your email or
on our church website instead of having a paper copy mailed to you, please notify the church office.

Got something for the May Messenger?

The Messenger submission deadline is Friday, April 17, 2026
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St. Michael’s Staff Directory

St. Michael’s Lutheran
www.stmichaelselca.com, 651-631-1510

Ali Ferin, Co-Pastor
ali@stmichaelselca.com

Brad Froslee, Co-Pastor
brad@stmichaelselca.com

Lisa Koland, Church Administrator
office@stmichaelselca.com

Natalie Romero, Director of Children, Youth, & Family
Ministries
youth@stJichaelselca.com

Max Gouette, Communications Associate
Communication@stmichaelselca.com

Thomas Bartsch, Organist

Jill Schendel, Pianist

Karen Wilkerson, St. Michael’s Singer’s Choir Director
Charles Preis, Chapel Ringer’s Bell Choir Director

Cory Bock, Youth Music Director
cory@stmichaelselca.com

Pa Jar Yang, Nursery Attendant

Savita Oberdorfer & Dan Lange
Custodians

Torin Froslee & Abby Nelson
Weekend Custodians

Peggy Mehen, Administrative Assistant

Please reach out to the church office for contact information on members listed in an article.
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