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April Worship Schedule 
Sundays in the Sanctuary 
April 6  

• 10:00 a.m. 
• Livestreamed 

 
April 13 Palm Sunday 

• 10:00 a.m. 
• Livestreamed 
• ASL Interpreta�on 

 
April 20 Easter Sunday 

• 8:45 a.m. 
• 11:00 a.m. 
• Livestreamed 
• Easter Breakfast 

 
April 27 

• 10:00 a.m. 
• Livestreamed 
• ASL Interpreta�on

 

Holy Week 
Palm Sunday 

• April 13 
• 10:00 a.m. Worship 

Maundy Thursday 
• April 17 
• 12:00 p.m. Worship in the Courtyard Room 
• 7:00 p.m. Worship in the Sanctuary 

Good Friday 
• April 18 
• 7:00 p.m. Worship in the Sanctuary 

Easter 
• April 20 
• 8:45 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary 
• 11:00 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary 

Lent at St. Michael’s  
Join us this lent as we explore the life and theology of 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer and the lessons we can use as we 
live at the intersection of faith and civic life today. 
Bonhoeffer was a Lutheran pastor and theologian living 
in Nazi Germany, who eventually joined the resistance 
and was arrested and killed before the end of WWII. We 
gain wisdom and courage from his life and works and 
reflect together on what it means to be church in this 
particular time and place. 

7:00 p.m. Wednesdays in Lent in the Sanctuary 
April 2:  The Rev. Amanda Simons 
April 9:  The Rev. Emmy Kegler

Soup Suppers in Lent 
5:50 p.m. – 6:45 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 
Served with salad, rolls, and dessert   
V = Vegetarian, GF = Gluten Free, DF = Dairy Free 

April 2 
Split Pea with Ham (DF) 
Tomato Basil (V, GF) 
April 9 
Baked Potato with Cheese 
Vegetable Black Bean(V, GF, DF)) 

Evening Prayer and Community Meal Return on April 30 
Community Meal  
5:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 

Menu 
Lasagna, raw veggies with dip, pound cake with toppings 

Evening Prayer 
6:10 p.m. in the Courtyard Room 
 
  

Worship & Education Schedule 
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Live-Streamed Services 
Each Sunday, our service will be live-streamed. Subscribe to the St. Michael’s YouTube Channel to 
watch worship live on Sunday mornings if you are not able to come in person. 
Watch your Friday Flyer for a copy of the Bulletin to download and follow along, as well as the link to 
the live service. Streamed services will also be recorded and posted on Sunday evening on our website  
https://www.stmichaelselca.com/ for viewing at your convenience Scan the QR Code to go to the St. 
Michael’s Channel: 

ASL in Worship 
There will be American Sign Language interpretation in worship on some Sunday mornings during 2025. 
Did you know? We recently received a grant through the ELCA to offer more consistent interpretation in worship 
throughout 2025! Through this grant we also plan to offer some community ASL classes – keep eye out for more 
information! 

Religion in Life 
Sundays, 11:10 a.m. 
Religion In Life (St. Michael’s adult education forum) continues with a fantastic line-up.  This is a great opportunity to 
join with others from the congregation and community in learning about and discussing a variety of topics—from Bible 
and theology, to Community Life and Justice Issues, to Health, Wellness, Spirituality, and Art. Religion in Life will begin at 
11:10 a.m. in the courtyard room.   

April 6   
Church for the Sake of Our Neighbor 
Nicholas Tangen, Director of Faith Practices & Neighboring Practices with the Minnepolis Area Synod 

The neighborhood is the most potent context for change and human flourishing we have. 
Health and wellness, safety and security, community and care are all qualities that are 
determined in the neighborhoods where we live. Churches and faith communities are 
essential partners in the neighborhoods where they are located, but we've often lost sight of 
the small simple practices that build community across difference and generations. How can 
we refocus on the relational health of our community, connect our neighbors' gifts for the 
sake of the common good, and celebrate how God is at work in the places where we live and 
worship? Join Nicholas Tangen for a conversation about these very questions.   

Nicholas Tangen is the Director of Faith Practices & Neighboring Practices at the Minneapolis Area Synod.  He is a 
neighbor, writer, and podcaster curious about God's call to be the church rooted in place. Nicholas lives in NE 
Minneapolis with his spouse Kristin.  

April 13  
On Being a Mayor: A New Avenue of Service 
Mike Krachmer, Mayor of Vadnais Heights & St. Michael’s member 

This Sunday we are excited to hear from Mike Krachmer who, after stepping away from non-
profit management, decided to throw his name in the ring and run for mayor of Vadnais 
Heights.  The process of running for election was completely new and, in some ways, stepping 
into the role of mayor was unfamiliar territory.  Yet, for Mike, it was and is an incredible way 
to meet his neighbors, the people of the city of Vadnais Heights, and to give back in service. 
 
Today Mike will be sharing some of his experiences and learnings. 
 

 
April 20  On-Break (Easter Sunday) 
 
  

https://www.stmichaelselca.com/
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April 27  
Current Events & World News 
Thomas Hanson, former U.S. Foreign Service Officer, Diplomat in Residence at UMD 

Join former career Foreign Service Officer Tom Hanson in conversation around the latest 
foreign policy developments, trends, and challenges facing the U.S. in the year ahead including 
the repercussions from the war in Ukraine, concerns facing China’s economy, conflict in the 
Middle East, and global struggles for peace and security. Don’t miss your chance to stay up-to-
date on the year’s impactful developments in international relations! 

Thomas (Tom) Hanson is a former U.S. Foreign Service Officer with the Department of State 
whose diplomatic postings included East Germany, France, Norway, the Soviet Union, Sweden, 
and the former Soviet Republic of Georgia.  He also participated in the opening of new U.S. 

embassies in Mongolia and Estonia, worked on the Foreign Relations Committees of the U.S. Senate and House of 
Representatives, and served as Director for NATO and European Affairs at the Atlantic Council of the United States in 
Washington, D.C. He has been a member of numerous national and international committees and provided services in 
many areas of foreign policy. Mr. Hanson holds a BA degree from the University of Minnesota and graduate degrees 
from the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy; the Institute of Advanced International Studies in Geneva, Switzerland; 
and the National School of Administration (ENA) in Paris, France. 
 
Future Speakers & Topics 
May 4 ELCA Social Teaching on Sexism - Mary Lowe, Professor at Augsburg University 
May 11 Nature RX: Forest bathing and nature journaling - Kristen Mastel 
May 18 The Year At-A-Glance - St. Michael’s Church Council Members 

Thank you 
On behalf of the Esther Circle, Thank You for donating spices to Spice Up for Loaves & Fishes. 82 bottles, 
cans, & bags of various spices were delivered to Loaves & Fishes. 
Thank you, 
Esther Circle 

In Memorial 
Maxine Kornmann passed away on March 1st. A Visitation, Memorial, and Luncheon were held on March 29th at St. 
Michael’s. 

Rich Callinan passed away on February 11th. A memorial service will be held on April 4, 2025. A visitation will begin at 
11:00 a.m. followed by services at 1:15 p.m. 
  

Life of the Congregation 

 
Thanks to the 
volunteers at 
Feed My 
Starving 
Children. 
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New Possibility 
Twenty-five years ago, during the winter and spring of 2000, I worked part-time in an HIV/AIDS residential home in 
Provincetown, Massachusetts.  The tide was turning in both treatment and care for those living with HIV/AIDS; 
people who had once thought they were knocking at death’s door now realized that there was more life to be had.  
And, for many of these individuals, this shift was discombobulating (to say the least!) and generally pushed them 
into places where they simultaneously felt extreme fear and hope, loss and promise, fatigue and possibility.  I 
recognize how this experience continues to inform my sense of Holy Week…and of Easter.  

In Jesus we proclaim that new life breaks the stranglehold of death; that oppression 
does not have final say; that the power of hope overcomes fear; that the ways we 
have grown accustomed to living (and dying) IS NOT what God has in store for us.  
And, while we may get excited for Cadbury eggs, fresh flowers, brass instruments, 
and the brightness of life that springs around us, it is still a challenge to internalize 
the profound witness of resurrection that shakes even the earth and heavens.  

Life is reclaimed, restored, and reformed as God in Christ breaks forth from the tomb 
and breaks open our hearts and minds to what is yet possible. Whether we struggle 
with mental health or addiction, hurting or broken relationships, frustration with 
government or its actors, anger at systems and powers that abuse others, 
degradation of the earth, or a general state of despair, we hear again in the coming 
weeks that God goes to the very foundation of that fear and pain and strikes it 
down.  The effects are wholly and holy amazing.  And they are hard to comprehend.  

We like the women at the tomb and the disciples in their locked room struggle with what this means and what this 
looks like.  If God has gone to the place of utmost despair and greatest loss, then we recognize that we are not 
alone, but rather that even in those places of pain, hurt, frustration, and loss Jesus calls us to new life. Where we 
anticipated death, we are met with new possibility.  

Meeting us in the brokenness of Good Friday and again in the wonder of Easter Sunday we know that God reminds 
us of who and whose we are—and that we are given the opportunity to live again…we are called to know life and 
know it abundantly.  

As I have listened to politicians tear down immigrants, trans individuals, judges, the press...and largely anyone they 
disagree with, I recognize that there are those who find it easier to speak out of fear, hatred, and places of death 
than to believe that new life is possible.  

If people cannot wrap their minds around breaking systems of fear, hatred, abuse and death in our country, how can 
we possibly look to a Christ who changes not only the foundation of the world offers the promise of life ever-
lasting?  

A new day dawns…I challenge each of us to recognize the fears, loss and fatigue that can enter when we hear the 
proclamation of new life.  Because beyond that place of despair is precisely where God meets us with an ageless 
promise and calls us to live as Easter people.  

The old has passed away and God’s new vision for each of us takes hold. This vision is unsettling, it shakes us from 
what we have known, it challenges us, and ultimately it takes hold in ways that will not let us go.  We hear again that 
we are beloved children of God who are met with new life in the face of what looked like death, and hope in the 
face of fear.  Now we are challenged to LIVE!  

Thanks be to God!  Blessed Easter!  

Brad  

Pastor’s Letter 
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My Summer in Clinical Pastoral Education 
This summer, I will be pausing my role at St. Michael’s to participate in Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE), an intensive 
chaplaincy training program. This is part of my graduate program at Luther Seminary. CPE is a hands-on learning 
experience where I will be providing spiritual care to patients with Fairview in the Twin Cities.  

CPE is designed to develop pastoral care skills through direct interactions, reflection, and supervision. I will be engaging 
with people in moments of crisis, grief, and joy, learning how to be present in ways that honor their stories and spiritual 
needs. Through this process, I will also grow in my ability to listen deeply, offer comfort, and navigate difficult 
conversations with empathy and grace.  

While I will miss being with our youth and congregation over the summer, I look forward to sharing insights from this 
experience when I return. We have a great group of adults helping with both Luther Crest Bible Camp and the service 
trip to Duluth. I appreciate your prayers and support as I take this step in my journey of ministry.  

If you have any questions about CPE or would like to connect before I begin, I’d love to chat!  
_________________________________  
Natalie Romero (she/her/hers)  
Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries  
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Youth Musical: God’s Big Plan 



April 2025  Page | 11 

7th – 8th Grade Confirmation Class 
Confirmation Lenten Soup Suppers Schedule 
We are in the final weeks of Soup Suppers and Lenten Worship! The last soup supper and lenten worship volunteer date 
is April 9th. Your child's weekly participation is expected. Please make note of the schedule below: 

• Supper volunteers arrive at 5:00 p.m.  
• Supper is 5:50 p.m. - 6:45 p.m.  
• Worship volunteers arrive at 6:30 p.m.  
• Worship begins at 7:00 p.m.  

In addition to the kids, each week we will need 5 adults to help in the kitchen. Use the QR code to 
access the sign up for youth and adult helpers: 

April Confirmation Updates: 
April 2 Soup Supper Prep @ 5 p.m.  Worship Prep @ 6:30 p.m.  
April 9  Soup Supper Prep @ 5 p.m.  Worship Prep @ 6:30 p.m.  
April 16  Holy Week – No Confirmation   
April 23 Confirmation @ Luther Seminary (see information below) 6:30 p.m. - 8:15 p.m.   
April 30 Confirmation Class in the Fellowship Hall at 7:00 p.m.   

 
On April 23rd, confirmation class will be held at Luther Seminary (2375 Como Ave, Saint Paul) for “Youth Group Night” 
at Luther Seminary - an evening of pizza, worship, Bible study, and other fun activities. 6:30 – 8:15 p.m. Youth can be 
dropped off in the shared parking lot with Affinity Senior Living off Luther Pl. Across the street from St. Anthony Park 
Lutheran Church. We will meet on the sidewalk between the parking lot and library at 6:30 p.m. Questions? Contact 
Pastor Ali   
 

Social Ministry Calendar – Ways to serve at St. Michael’s  
April 7  Rezek House Meal  
St. Michael’s volunteers and PEO (a women’s service sorority) provide meals for the youth and young adults living at 
Lutheran Social Services’ Rezek House (a home that supports transitional housing for homeless or housing-insecure 
young adults).  

April 8  Keystone Mobile Food Truck Distribution  
2:00-4:00 p.m. in Circle Drive (west side of the church)  
Partnering with Keystone Food Shelf, St. Michael’s volunteers assist in welcoming and hosting individuals and 
households utilizing the Keystone Mobile Food truck. With the food truck, people are able to “shop” and select the 
foods that work best for their needs.   

April 9 & 23 Quilting and Bandage Rolling 
9:00 a.m. Fellowship Hall. Volunteers from the congregation meet to piece and assemble quilts to go to veterans, 
children, and the seniors at St. Michael’s.  Another team also creates bandage rolls from old sheets that can be sent with 
medical supplies to places in need of medical support around the world.  

April 13  Sandwich Making for Union Gospel Mission  
Gather between 9:10-9:40 a.m. in the Serving Area & Kitchen to assemble sandwiches.  
Note: Sandwich making will take place prior to worship during the Pre-K to 8th Grade Sunday school and coffee hour 
time. People of all ages are invited to gather prior to worship to make sandwiches for Union Gospel Mission.  This a 
great way to serve and support a local organization!  

Daily - Panera Bread Ministry  
Evening pick-up at Rosedale Panera; Morning bagging at St. Michael’s Kitchen  
Volunteers “rescue” the bread and baked goods at the end of the day from Panera and bring them to church, so that 
they can be bagged and taken to area organizations where they will be distributed to individuals and families.  

Social Ministry 
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Fridays - Every Meal St. Michael’s Volunteers distribute food at Parkview Center School on Fridays during the school 
year, in order that children and youth have meals they can prepare at home over the weekend.  If you are interested in 
serving as a volunteer please contact the Church office or Pastor Brad.  

Save the Date 
May 19  Loaves & Fishes 
Teams from St. Michael’s shop for, prepare, and serve a meal in South Minneapolis.  You can sign up online via Sign-up 
Genius or call the church office if you are interested in assisting in March. 

We serve at Holy Rosary/Santo Rosario, 2424 18th Ave. S., Minneapolis. 

Food Preparation Team arrives at 1:45 a.m. 
Serving Team arrives at 4:30 p.m. 

March Food Share – Thank You!   
Thank you to everyone who provided donations to the March Food Share 
drive! Your financial gifts and donations of food help support Keystone 
Food Shelf. We greatly appreciate those who also donated their time at 
Feed My Starving Children, Loaves and Fishes, Every Meal, Panera Bread 
Rescue, and the Food Truck this month!   

Guatemala Friends 
Saturday, April 5 - 9:30-11 a.m. | King of Kings, Woodbury 
Topic: Colegio Luterano Agustino de Guatemala (CLAG). Join us to learn 
about the elementary school—the successes and challenges of this 25-
year-old ministry with children from a marginalized neighborhood. We 
will hear from Pastor Esther, the founder; Pastor Beatrice, the 
administrator; and one of the dynamic teachers. Opportunities for 
supporting the school will be shared. No registration is necessary. 
 

Holy Hammers Habitat for Humanity 
Project for 2025: 
The Holy Hammers coalition of 15 churches is helping build affordable housing again this year with Twin Cities Habitat 
for Humanity. We will be working on finishing one or more units at The Heights development in St. Paul near the 
intersection of Larpenteur and McKnight. In this development on the site of the former Hillcrest Golf Club, Twin Cities 
Habitat for Humanity will be building over 100 units of affordable housing over the next several years. The Holy 
Hammers project will cover 8 weeks between April 21 and June 20. 
Find out more here: 

 

There are three ways you can contribute to supporting this work to provide affordable homeownership: 
1. Volunteer for construc�on work. No previous experience is necessary. If you are working, please consider asking 

your supervisor if you company will provide you with �me off for this type of work without using PTO or 
vaca�on. If you are re�red, this is a great way to spend a day (or more). We have been assigned the following 
dates to focus our construc�on volunteers on: April 21-25, May 13-14, June 13 (women only), June 17. 
However, if these dates do not work for you, you can sign up for any day of our build.  
To register, go to: Holy Hammers Landing Page: 

 

You will need to log in to your account or create an account if you do not have one. If you have trouble, contact 
Dave Yarusso. The online sign-up system will limit the total workers each day to 15. Please sign up as soon as 
possible to secure a spot! 

https://www.tchabitat.org/developments/heights-development
https://tchabitat.volunteerhub.com/vv2/lp/holyhammers#_=_
mailto:daveyarusso@gmail.com
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2. Volunteer to help make and serve lunch and morning snacks to the construc�on crews. St. Michael’s has been 
assigned to provide snacks and lunches from April 21-25. If you would like to help in this way, please use this 
SignUpGenius form: Holy Hammers food signup: 

 

Support the project financially. St. Michael’s will provide $8,000 to support this project from our congrega�on 
budget. However, if you would like to add a personal contribu�on to support our project and be credited to the 
contribu�on of St. Michael’s, you can giveonline  
using this link: Holy Hammers/St. Michael’s fundraising:  
 

If you have any ques�ons, please contact Dave Yarusso. 

• Esther Circle:  Join us on April 1   
• Thursday Bible Study: April 3, 10, 17, 24 
• Faith in Daily Life: Group 1 at Olive Garden April 2 & May 7 - Group 2 at St. Michael’s April 9 & May 14 
• Yoga Devo�on: Session runs through April 21 
• Desserters II Book Club: April 22 
• Bible & Brew: Thursday, May 8, 7-9 pm at Saint Paul Brewing 
• Women's Retreat: May 16-18 
• Progressive Dinner: Save the date for May 3 

Adjusted Coffee Hour Time 
Due to lack of volunteers and participants, we will be pausing the Sunday 9:30 a.m. coffee hour. The Courtyard Room 
space is still open and available for those who are at church before worship, but there will not be refreshments provided 
during that time.   

Join us for coffee after worship at 11:00 a.m.!   

Volunteers are still needed! Sign up to host the after worship coffee hour using the QR code: 

Dinner Groups   
Thank you to everyone who signed up for a dinner group! If you have not already, you will soon learn your group 
assignment via email. Groups will work together to plan their first meal together.   

Church Picture Directory Volunteers Needed 
It has been six years since our last church picture directory, and we need your help to make the next one possible! 

We need 2-3 people to work with the photography company starting this spring and working through this summer. 
Volunteers will help with publicity, scheduling households, and layout of the directory itself.  

Interested? Contact Pastor Ali to learn more! 

Holden Village Trip – August 15-23 
The group is planning to go from August 15-August 23 and we 
are asking anyone who has been considering going to reach out 
to either Chris Hughes or Pastor Brad with your questions or 
confirmation. 
 
Holden Village is an ecumenical Lutheran retreat center in the 
Cascade Mountains of Washington state with incredible 
opportunities for connecting with others, learning, and 
exploring creation. 

Study and Fellowship Opportunities 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F044DAFAD28AA8-55585638-stmichaels#/
https://tchabitat.donorsupport.co/page/FUNKCSKQXJF?fundraiser=NZFYCQKA&member=SCARYBQJ
mailto:daveyarusso@gmail.com
mailto:cthchahch@comcast.net
mailto:brad@stmichaelselca.com
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Save the Date for the annual 
Progressive Dinner!  
On May 3rd we will gather for appetizers at church and 
then we will split off into groups and head to host 
homes for a delicious meal! (Hosts sign up in advance) 
The night concludes with dessert from Café Latte and 
coffee at church. Signups available soon. Don’t miss 
it!   
 

Thursday Morning Bible Study 
9:30 a.m. Thursday Mornings, Courtyard Room 
Thursday morning Bible study takes place at 9:30 a.m.  
The Bible study is often led by Pastor Brad (with 
Pastor Ali and other guest teachers jumping in 
throughout the year).  

Most weeks the class focuses on the lectionary texts 
for the upcoming Sunday. On occasion we will delve 
into particular books of the Bible, a theme or narrative 
found in scripture, or highlight the works of various 
scholars as they think about the texts. 

As the size of the group continues to grow, we will 
meet in the courtyard room.  The class runs from 
9:30-10:30 a.m. (note: sometimes we go 5-10 minutes 
over!).  

April 3 
Isaiah 43:16-21   The Lord gives water in the wilderness to the chosen people 
Psalm 126   Those who sowed with tears will reap with songs of joy. 
Philippians 3:4b-14  To know Christ and his resurrection, to share in his sufferings 
John 12:1-8   Mary anoints Jesus for his burial 

April 10 
Isaiah 50:4-9a   The servant of the Lord submits to suffering 
Psalm 31:9-16   Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 
Philippians 2:5-11  Humbled to the point of death on a cross 
Luke 22:14—23:56  The passion of the Lord 

April 17  No Class on Maundy Thursday 

April 24 
Acts 5:27-32   The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus 
Psalm 118:14-29  You are my God, and I will exalt you. 
Revelation 1:4-8  Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, is coming 
John 20:19-31   Beholding the wounds of the risen Christ 

May 1 
Acts 9:1-20   Paul’s conversion, baptism, and preaching 
Psalm 30   You have turned my wailing into dancing. 
Revelation 5:11-14  The song of the living creatures to the Lamb 
John 21:1-19   Jesus appears to the disciples at the Sea of Tiberias 

  

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-4-3/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-4-3/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-4-3/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-4-3/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-4-10/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-4-10/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-4-10/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-4-10/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-4-24/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-4-24/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-4-24/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-4-24/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-5-1/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-5-1/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-5-1/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-5-1/0
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May 8 
Acts 9:36-43   Peter raises Tabitha/Dorcas from the dead 
Psalm 23   The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. 
Revelation 7:9-17  A white-robed multitude sings before the Lamb 
John 10:22-30   Jesus promises eternal life to his sheep 

May 15 
Acts 11:1-18   Peter’s vision: God give the Gentiles repentance that leads to life 
Psalm 148   The splendor of the Lord is over earth and heaven. 
Revelation 21:1-6  New heaven, new earth: springs of living water in the new Jerusalem 
John 13:31-35   Jesus gives a new commandment: Love one another as I have loved you 

May 22  Final Class of the Program Year 
Acts 16:9-15   Lydia and her household are baptized by Paul 
Psalm 67   Let the nations be glad and sing for joy. 
Revelation 21:10, 22—22:5 The Lamb is the light of the city of God 
John 14:23-29   The Father will send the Holy Spirit 

Faith in Daily Life 
Faith in Daily Life groups read a variety of books focusing on theology, scripture, 
current events, and topics facing the church and world today. It is an opportunity to 
connect with others in learning, conversation, and faith. 

In April and May there will be two groups.  One group will meet on the first 
Wednesday of the month at Olive Garden (1525 County Road C West, Roseville) at 
12:00 p.m.; the second will be meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at St. 
Michael’s in Classroom 1 at 12:00 p.m. 

April Dates: 
Group 1: April 2  Olive Garden 
Group 2: April 9  St. Michael’s 

May dates: 
Group 1: May 7  Olive Garden 
Group 2: May 14  St. Michael’s 

We will be reading Timothy Snyder’s book, On Tyranny: Twenty Lessons from the Twentieth Century.   
In April we will read the Prologue through the 10th Lesson (Believe in Truth); in May we will read through the end of the 
book. 

Timothy Snyder is an American historian and professor at Yale University with a number of books to his credit including: 
Bloodlands: Europe between Hitler and Stalin, The Road to Unfreedom, and Our Malady.   

Yoga Devotion  
The current session runs through April 21 at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 
The cost is $88 or $15 per class. 

Classes are in-person at St. Michael’s as well as live on Zoom.  
Beginners are welcome. 

Sign up here: https://yogadevotion.com/class/ 
If you would like to try a free class to learn more about yoga, please contact Mary Drache for the zoom link and join us. 

  

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-5-8/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-5-8/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-5-8/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-5-8/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-5-15/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-5-15/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-5-15/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-5-15/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-5-22/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-5-22/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-5-22/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-5-22/0
https://yogadevotion.com/class/
mailto:mthomdra119@gmail.com
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Desserters II Book Club 
April 22, 2025     The Heaven and Earth Grocery Store by James McBride  

This richly-textured novel of a small, diverse community centers around the Jewish-
owned Heaven and Earth Grocery Store in Pottstown Pennsylvania in the 20s and 
30s. Big events – love, death, murder, kidnapping mark the lives of the people 
connected to it. 
Questions?: Verena.Larson1@gmail.com  (651)644-4562. 
Desserts are provided; bring your own beverage 

Reading ahead: May 20, 2025 James by Percival Everett  

Women's Retreat - Registration is open! 
Don't miss the spring 
women's retreat. The 
weekend will be a time of 
rest, connection, and 
dwelling in the wisdom of 
the book 12 Tiny Things: 
Simple Ways to Live a 
More Intentional Life. 
Purchasing or reading the 
book in advance is not 
required.  

Questions? Contact 
Pastor Ali  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Men’s Bible and Brew   One gathering during April & May 
Thursday, May 8, 7:00-9:00 p.m.  
Saint Paul Brewing 
698 Minnehaha Avenue East, St. Paul, MN 55106 

With our regular gathering night falling on Maundy Thursday in April and the 
many activities going on in May, we are going to combine the Men’s Bible & 

Brew for the two months and meet on Thursday, May 8th.   

We are also going to venture out and meet at a local brewery in St. Paul—Saint Paul Brewing! 

This month, with our proximity to May Day we are going to spend time sharing a little more about our sense of vocation, 
work that has been meaningful in our lives, and how we think of work/labor at this point in our lives. 

Food, beer, sodas, and other beverages are available at St. Paul Brewing. 

mailto:Verena.Larson1@gmail.com
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Esther Circle 
The Esther Circle is a community of women who gather for connection, conversation, and learning. The group meets 
monthly on the first Tuesday of the month at 10:00 a.m. in the Courtyard Room. The next meeting is on April 1st 

This year we have been welcoming guest presenters to circle to share more about our community partnerships. Past 
presentations include the Roseville Area Police Department, Loaves and Fishes, and Every Meal! Join us! 

 

 
 

Thank you Property Team! 
It has been a busy spring for the property team! We are 
grateful for the hard work of those who provided their 
skill and time to find a leaky pipe, repair the pipe leak 
and wall patching, and prepare for the memorial garden 
in the Courtyard. We give thanks for all the ways our 
property team works to create a safe and welcoming 
church home for all!   
 
 
 

Church Council Corner 
The Church Council met on Tuesday, March 18. 

Dave Yarusso (treasurer), Jonathan Rolfs, and Kyle Warner, provided the financial report and shared updates 
from the Finance committee.  We have seen very strong giving in the first two months of 2025.  Encourage 
congregation members to continue this trend. 

The Finance Committee also recommended moving funds into CDs to take advantage of current interest rates.  
The motion was made and approved. 

Pastor Brad provided the Property Committee updates for this month.  The boiler heating pipes that run 
below the building in the tunnel will be inspected in March.  There will also be a thorough carpet cleaning 
around the church the last week of March when Northern Voices is on break. 

The Property Committee has also been having conversations around the possibility of installing solar panels on 
the roofs using Wolf River Electric and replacing the roof above the fellowship hall (the last roof replacement 
we would hopefully need for the next 7-10 years).  A gift made last year alongside current incentives would 

A Church at Work 
 



Page | 18 April 2025 

allow for this possibility, but Property is holding out on making any decisions until we know more about the 
boiler piping and any other significant needs.  More should be known in the next two-three weeks. 

The sanctuary plaster/painting work will begin after Easter.  Following Easter Sunday, we will be worshipping 
in the Fellowship Hall for four to six weeks to allow for this work to be completed.  Jack Molin is working with 
the project management on our end. 

Additionally, the Courtyard planning team is meeting.  They are looking at design and next steps in the 
courtyard this summer. 

Committees provided reports.  Highlights included Progressive Dinner, Dinner Groups, and a new Church 
directory this summer (Community Life); the March Food Drive (Social Ministry); Holy Week and Easter 
planning (Worship & Music); and a number of Children’s and Youth events. 

The meeting concluded at 8:38 p.m. 

The Council will next meet on April 8 at  7:00 pm in person. 

2025 Budget Overview and Financial Update 
Annual Budget 
Income $884,977*  
Expenses $884,977 
Balance $0 

 
Online Giving & Mobile Giving 

Did you know that you can pay for an event or set up a 
recurring automatic gift to support the work of St. Michael's? 
Authorization forms are available from the church office or 
follow this link: 
https://www.stmichaelselca.com/givenow.html 

Vanco also has a mobile App as another method to set up a payment or a recurring automatic gift to support the work of 
St. Michael's. Download the Vanco Mobile App from the App Store and search for "St. Michael's Lutheran Church". 

The above QR code takes you to our Donate Now page on our website. 

We Invite You to Participate in Worship 
Volunteers are needed to serve as ushers, lectors, communion deacons, and fellowship hosts. These are 
great opportunities for folks of all ages - families are encouraged to sign up together! Visit Sign-up Genius 
to see the opportunities awaiting you. The quickest way to get there is to visit St. Michael’s website: 
www.stmichaelselca.com and click on the Volunteer Sign-up icon 

*At the Annual Meeting on February 2, 2025, the congregation approved the use of 
Reserve Funds to balance the budget, if needed at the end of the year. This is included 
in the Annual Approved budget of $884,977.  

https://www.stmichaelselca.com/givenow.html
http://www.stmichaelselca.com/
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St. Michael’s is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 
St. Michael’s Lutheran Church lives out God’s grace and love for all people. Faithful to the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ, we welcome those who have been part of church communities, those who have no 
previous church experience, and those who have felt excluded by the Church because of their race 
or ethnicity, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, physical or mental capabilities, financial 

resources, or family circumstances. In this witness, we seek reconciliation, healing, and wholeness. As a diverse people 
we are  empowered by the Holy Spirit to live and work together for God’s promised day of justice, peace, and mercy. 

Land acknowledgement 
The ELCA has published “A Declaration of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America to American Indian and Alaska 
Native People,” in which the church confesses its sins toward Indigenous peoples and lists the commitments it will begin 
working toward as it responds to its original “Repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery” from 2016. 

Not getting your Friday Flyer? 
Is our weekly e-newsletter, the Friday Flyer, not showing up in your primary inbox? First check your other 
inbox folders called Promotions or Spam. Then contact Lisa Koland and we will reconnect you! 

Making the Messenger Green 
If you prefer to read your upcoming issues of St. Michael’s monthly Messenger newsletter in your email or on 
our church website instead of having a paper copy mailed to you, please notify the church office.  

Got something for the May Messenger?  
The Messenger submission deadline is Friday, April 25, 2025 
 

 

St. Michael’s Staff Directory 
St. Michael’s Lutheran  
www.stmichaelselca.com , 651-631-1510 

Ali Ferin, Co-Pastor 
ali@stmichaelselca.com 

Brad Froslee, Co-Pastor 
brad@stmichaelselca.com 
 
Lisa Koland, Church Administrator 
office@stmichaelselca.com 

Natalie Romero, Director of Children, Youth, & Family 
Ministries 
youth@st]ichaelselca.com 

Max Gouette, Communications Associate 
Communication@stmichaelselca.com 

 

 
Thomas Bartsch, Organist 

Jill Schendel, Pianist 

Karen Wilkerson, St. Michael’s Singer’s Choir Director 

Charles Preis, Chapel Ringer’s Bell Choir Director 

Cory Bock, Youth Music Director 
cory@stmichaelselca.com 

Pa Jar Yang, Nursery Atendant 

Levi Lindquist & Jerry Romero Banda, Custodians 

Marissa Breneman, Weekend Custodian  

Peggy Mehen, Administra�ve Assistant 
  

St. Michael’s Lutheran Church is located on the original and ancestral homeland of the Dakota 
people, and we give thanks for their presence here since time immemorial. We also wish to 
recognize and honor all our indigenous siblings who have and continue to call this land their home.  

 

http://www.stmichaelselca.com/
mailto:ali@stmichaelselca.com
mailto:brad@stmichaelselca.com
mailto:office@stmichaelselca.com
mailto:youth@stmichaelselca.com
mailto:Communication@stmichaelselca.com
mailto:cory@stmichaelselca.com


 

 

 


