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I N S I D E  T H I S  
I S S U E :  

August 2020  

Join us for worship 
Sunday morning  

Online at 
www.stmichaels 

elca.com 
and outdoors  

beginning August 
9th and 10th 

 

Grace and peace  
to each of you! 

We are living through 
the church season (the 
Sundays) after Pente-
cost.  It is a time when 
we look to the ways we 
are equipped with the 

teachings of Jesus and then empow-
ered by the Holy Spirit to live and 
grow in faith. 
 
Over the course of the last four 
months we have experienced being 
“apart” or physically distanced in most 
of our church life and worship.   
Certainly there have been numerous 
cards sent within the congregation 
(thank you to Lisa Koland for coordi-
nating); there has been sandwich  
making, bread bagging, and serving at 
Loaves & Fishes, which has allowed for 
a handful of people to see each other 
and serve others in need; there have 
been virtual Children’s choir rehears-
als, virtual book studies, Zoom meet-
ings, online children and youth group 
gatherings, many phone calls, emails, 
and even some physically distanced 
check-ins…the list goes on.  And our 
worship attendance has been very 
strong—not in being physically present 
in the building, but in worshipping  
together online in a new way. 
 
Even amidst the COVID-19 pandemic, 
we as a people of God have found 
ways to study scripture together,  

to worship, to grow in faith, and 
to serve.  That doesn’t mean 
that it has been easy, much less 
ideal, but we have done it.  
Thank you for being church  
together during this difficult 
time! 
 
AND…this past week the  
St. Michael’s Church Council  
approved the recommendations 
of the St. Michael’s Assessment 
& Reopening Team (SMART) for 
a new worship opportunity.  We, 
as a congregation, are going to 
move towards bringing people 
back together for outdoor, in-
person, physically distanced 
worship.   
 
We will begin on Sunday, August 
9th at 10:00 a.m. (traditional 
Sunday summer worship time) 
and Monday, August 10th at 
7:00 p.m. (St. Michael’s tradi-
tional summer Monday worship 
time).  Additionally, we will  
continue the online worship  
services for those who are  
unable to attend; and should 
there be rain or inclement 
weather we direct all people to 
worship online. 
 
As a church we will strive to  
balance the call to be communi-
ty with the needs to do our best 
to keep people safe and healthy. 
 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
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It is important to note that the outdoor  
in-person worship experiences will look and 
feel different than what any of us are  
accustomed to (please read the notes and 
full recommendations on p. 2 –4.)  Yet we 
know the gift and the power of what it 
means to be community and to see each 
other and worship together. 
 
Following the gifting of the Holy Spirit in the 
book of Acts the disciples devoted them-
selves to learning (the apostles’ teaching 
and words of Scripture), to fellowship 
(community connection), to breaking bread 
together, and to prayer.  These are center-
ing actions for us as a church.  These actions 
have looked and felt differently for various 
faith communities and during different 
times; and now will look different for us. 
 
We will be standing in a long line of faithful 
people living this out in a new way during a 
new time.  And we know that our gathering 
and our worship will be joyful and filled with 
promise—for we are gathered in praise of 
God and in connection and care with God’s 
people. 
 
Blessings to all as we move into this next 
“phase” of pandemic life together as we  
continue to look to the ways that God is 
made real and calls us to be God’s people 
In this time. 
 
As we journey together, 
Pr. Brad 
 
 
 

 

Recommendations for Worship 
Beginning August 9th & 10th 

 
Dear St. Michael’s Lutheran Church  
Members, 
 

A subcommittee known as St. Michael’s  
Assessment and Re-opening Team (SMART) 
was assembled by the Church Council and is 
comprised of several people with back-
grounds in public health, the medical field, risk 
and crisis management, insurance and liabil-
ity, as well as staff members.  The team has 
been carefully following the research and  
information from the CDC, Minnesota  
Department of Health COVID-19 guidelines, 
WHO, a variety of sources of information, the 
ELCA at the national and synod levels, and the 
needs of our staff and parishioners. We have 
had a series of Virtual face-to-face meetings 
to provide support and offer congregational 
guidance to critical services such as Pastoral 
Care, Habitat for Humanity, Keystone Mobile 
Food Truck, Panera Bread bagging, Be-
frienders Program. 
 

The team has also provided guidance for 
some non-critical events and activities such as 
the High School Senior Blessing, YogaDevo-
tion, In-Office administration. 
 

Because of CDC guidelines and existing re-
search, our focus has been mainly on physical 
distancing and use of outdoor events whenev-
er possible to minimize the transmission of 
the COVID-19 virus. 
 

Another important activity on the SMART 
agenda has been the possibility to return to in
-person worship services. We know that 
many parishioners want to return to church, 
they want to be in community with friends, 
they want to celebrate the sacraments to-
gether, and they want to hear familiar hymns. 
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The committee recommended to the 
church council an outside worship service 
beginning with August 9 and August 10, 
2020. However, in order to love our neigh-
bors, especially those with health condi-
tions or things that place them in a higher 
risk category that makes them more sus-
ceptible to the worse symptoms and out-
comes of COVID-19, the SMART commit-
tee has set up the following criteria and  
restrictions to make the worship as safe as 
possible:  

• Worship services will be an outdoor 
event to not to exceed 40 minutes in 
duration. If weather does not allow for 
the outdoor service, members and visi-
tors will be referred to on-line worship 
service.  

• Parishioners are asked to bring lawn 
chairs or picnic blankets. Seating will 
be required to use proper physical  
distance between individuals and/or 
families (at least 6-8’). 

• Signage and ushers will mark the  
entrance and exit of the outdoor  
worship service (which will be located 
near the southeast corner of the fellow-
ship hall). Ushers will be teamed appro-
priately and provided specific training 
to encourage the proper physical dis-
tancing and to discourage the spread of 
any virus, including COVID-19. 

• Attendees and ushers will be required 

to wear a facial mask covering except 
in unique circumstances where a shield 
or other Personal Protective Equip-
ment (PPE) can be used with the ap-
proval of Pastor Brad Froslee or the 
SMART committee. 

• There will not be congregational sing-
ing at this time to help mitigate risk and 
spread of COVID-19.  There will be a 
12-15’ distance between the worship 
leaders and musicians/soloists/guest 
musicians and any congregation  
members. 

• Families with small children will be  
required to use a stroller or to hold the 
children during the service to prevent 
the possible spread of the virus. The 
nursery will not be available at this 
time. 

• Members will be asked to do basic  
illness self-testing at home before  
attending the outdoor worship service. 
Those with any existing symptoms 
should stay home and self-quarantine 
while enjoying the online services. 

• Signage will be used during the service 
of Holy Communion. Those adminis-
tering the elements will wear masks 
and gloves. Communion and Passing of 
the Peace will be planned and lead by 
our clergy and volunteers with proper 
consideration of the COVID-19 guide-
lines. 

• Space between families and individu-
als will be managed by the ushers with 
the assistance of our members to 
achieve the six-foot separation in 
keeping with CDC guidelines. As  
always, the ushers and staff want to be 
welcoming of all attending, but they 
will be forced to be more assertive in  
adherence to the CDC guidelines for an 
outdoor event if attendees forget or 
ignore guidelines. 
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• There will be 4-6 Car slots marked off 
and provided for those who prefer more 
protection than physical distancing dur-
ing the service. 

• Members are reminded to use  
restrooms at home before attending the 
outdoor service to prevent a heavy de-
mand for entering the church building. A 
special volunteer or usher will monitor 
the bathrooms to assist with sanitization 
and physical distances while members 
enter and exit this area. Restrooms will be 
accessed through the northeast doors 
nearest to the playground equipment. 
Spacing will specifically be marked for 
those waiting to use the restrooms. 

• The playground equipment and building 
will not be used during, before or imme-
diately after the service. 

• An offering box will be situated near the 
exit. Again, physical distancing will be 
marked off for those that choose to pro-
vide an offering in person. Hand sanitizer 
will be provided in this area and strategi-
cally provided in other areas as well. 
Members will be encouraged to use the 
on-line method of payment by the staff or 
pastors. 

• We ask for Pre-registration by family or 
individual for attendance so the volun-
teers and staff can plan a safe worship 
service accordingly. As a welcoming 
church, walk-up worshippers are  
welcome  so long as they read and agree 
to a summary of our COVID-19 precau-
tions signage. 

• The weekly worship will continue to be 
offered on-line. 

 

The team realizes the leadership and clergy at 
St. Michael’s may need to alter or cancel  
worship as limitations and dates are set by the 
Governor, the State Department of Health,  

and Center for Disease Control. 

The criteria used to develop this plan in-
clude: 
1. Fulfilling the mission and values of St. 

Michael’s. 
2. The safety and well-being of our congre-

gation and community. 
3. The desire of our congregation to be 

“together” again. 
4. The stability and sustainability of the 

congregation. 
 
Please let Pastor Brad or a SMART  
committee member know of any concerns 
not yet addressed. Please be safe and enjoy 
our first worship service of this new era. 
 
Sincerely, 
St. Michael’s Assessment and Re-opening 
Team 
Kim Chapman, Sandra Eliason, Deb Legan, 
Sarah Osterman,  Dennis Skovsted,  
Hal Tiffany, Jone Tiffany, Jon Bates,  
Karen Wilkerson 

Worship Leaders! 
As we move to outdoor worship on August 
9th & 10th alongside online worship, please 
check out Sign-up Genius and your availa-
bility to assist.  We know that this will take 
additional people-power to make sure all 
runs smoothly.  Thanks for considering the 
ways you might serve. 
 
There will be  additional instructions for 
ushers as we prepare for the outdoor wor-
ship services, so look for follow-up emails 
and information. 



 P A G E  5  

 

September Messenger newsletter article  

submission deadline  

Friday, August 21 at 9:00 a.m. 

August Calendar & Updates 
Please check the church’s website for the most current calendar information.  Thank you. 

The Minnesota Department of Health and Minnesota Department of Education are releasing 
their recommendations for schools and youth programs on July 27th (after the printing of this 
newsletter).  Stay tuned for updates from Jon Bates regarding St. Michael’s fall programs for 
children and youth later this month. 
  
Additionally, there will be changes to our regular programming this fall.   
Please stay tuned and don’t hesitate to email or call with questions. 

Dear St. Michael’s Lutheran Church, 

Thank you for your donation  of 
$1,000 to the Calvary Lutheran 
Church Food Shelf.  Your  
donation to the church will help the 
members and staff of Calvary contin-
ue the mission and ministry of this 
congregation. 

 

The Calvary Food Shelf has seen a 
dramatic  increase in the number of 
neighbors concerned about their 
food security.  The small Calvary 
Food Shelf is helping to fill that need.  
The Community Justice Fund is be-
ing used to purchase supplies given 
to visitors to the neighborhood visit-
ing the George Floyd memorial site 
at 38th & Chicago Avenue.   Your do-
nation will further help provide for 
our neighbors in this time of need. 

 

Kurt Posz 
Church Administrator 

Thank you kindly for the face mask donation.  
We appreciate your thinking of us and know 
much care went into making them.  They will 
be put to good use!  We wish your community 
all the best. Be well! 
 
Erin Betlock, 
Volunteer Services 
Minnesota Veterans Home, Minneapolis 

To everyone who sent cards and drove by to 

celebrate Ed’s 100th birthday: a great big 
Thank You for making the day so special! 

 

Ed Olson and family 
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St. Michael’s Summer Diversity Book Club  
with Laurie Krachmer 
 

St. Michael’s members are invited to be part of a book club  
discussing diversity, inclusion, and race.  This group is reading 
Your Blues Ain’t Like Mine , a novel by Bebe Moore Campbell, 
 and will meet  online for conversation and connection. 

 

This Book Club will have our last meeting on Wednesday,  
August 19th from 12:00—1:00 p.m. 

 

Feel free to order the book online or connect with a local 
bookstore.  This month we are reading chapters 33-51. 

 

You are invited to consider these questions: 

1. What one word you would use to describe the book? 

2. What positive or negative impacts did you see related to 
these dimensions of diversity? 

  Socio-economics 

  Race 

  Geographic 

  Education 

  Gender 

  Addiction—alcohol, tobacco 

3.   How did you see privilege play out, on which dimensions of diversity? 

4. How did you see sex and power play out? 

5. With  whom do you resonate the least, and why? 

6. With whom do you resonate the most, and why? 

7. What do you understand better or differently? 

8. What do you understand less well? 

 

Information for logging onto Zoom to participate in these conversations will be included in the 
Friday eblasts. 



2020 Budget Overview from the Finance Committee   

                
                 YTD Actual        YTD Budget        Annual  

           as of 6/30/20            as of 6/30/20       Approved Budget
     
          Income          $  49,042  $  58,941  $  814,918 

  

          Expenses                   $   32,271 $_66,484 _ $   814,918 

          Net Balance             $    16,771 $   - 7,543  $        0 

 
1 At the Annual Meeting on January 26, 2020, the congregation approved use of reserve    
funds of $48,910, if needed to meet the budget at the end of the year. This is included  
in the Annual Approved Budget of $814,918. 
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A St. Michael’s Summer Opportunity! 
Listening to the Prophets Anew with Dick Nysse 
 

The final meeting of Listening to the Prophets Anew will be on Wednesday evening, August 5 

at 7:00 p.m., St. Michael’s member Dick Nysse (retired professor of Old Testament and pas-

tor) will continue to lead the online conversation on prophetic proclamation—past and  

present. Together we will look at how the prophets summon the community to repentance, 

announce judgment, and proclaim hope. 

 

In preparation, participants will be asked to read selected passages from the Bible and  

ponder a few questions in advance of each session. Dick will provide reflections drawn from 

his teaching a class on the Prophets in each of his 36 years at Luther Seminary. Dick will also 

utilize Walter Brueggemann's book, Reality, Grief, Hope: Three Urgent Prophetic Tasks. 

Brueggemann’s book is suggested for those who wish to do additional reading; it is optional.  

[A Kindle versions is available for $1.99.]  

 
Information for logging onto Zoom to participate in these conversations will be included in 
the Friday eblasts over the next three months. 
  
 

Men’s Bible & Brew 
Join us virtually on Tuesday, August 18 at 7:30 p.m. 



A U G U S T  M E S S E N G E R  P A G E  8  A U G U S T  M E S S E N G E R  P A G E  8  

CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FAMILY MINISTRY NEWS 

ONLINE CHILDREN AND YOUTH MINISTRIES 

On Wednesdays, our children  
between kindergarten and 5th 

grade are invited to gather virtually 
together and with company from 
the church. We'll join together in 
song, joy, and community. 

 

Contact Jon for the password! 

 

Sunday, August 2 at 10:00am 

The  entire congregation is invited to 
gather virtually with your household 
on Zoom.  The last St. Mike’s Summer 
Sunday we’ll gather for a virtual  
talent show. 

Sign up on the CYF Faith at Home 
Website to share your 2-4 minute 
long talent. You are welcome to share 
a video of your talent.  

On Wednesday evenings we will 
gather weekly on Zoom for a point 
of connection during these unprec-
edented times. We'll have a time of 
connection, prayer, and a virtual 
activity.   

 

Contact Jon for the password! 

ACCESS OUR ONLINE MINISTRIES AT: 

STMICHAELSELCA.COM/faithathome-cyf 

What will the fall look like? 

 The SMART Team, staff of St. Michael’s, and the CYF Committee are in the process of planning our  
program year. As updates are changing often in our world, local government, the state of Minnesota, and even 
our states of mind, the same is going on with the Children, Youth, and Family Ministries at St. Michael’s.  Part of 
our planning is focused on an update from Minnesota’s Department of Health which takes place on July 27, after 
the printing of this deadline.  
 We thank you for your patience and grace when it comes to the planning of our ministries to keep every-
one safe and to honor everybody’s comfort as we gather, nurture, and are sent into the world together. The min-
istry continues on virtually at the moment and we will have creative choices, adaptable plans, and the Holy Spirit 
through every step and decision. 

 Moving forward, please ensure that you are subscribed to the bi-weekly Children, Youth, and Family 
Ministry newsletters to stay updated for our fall plans. Stay safe, wash your hands, know that we are all still the 
church!             

Godspeed, 
 

 

Jon Bates 



St. Michael’s on  
Social Media 

Questions or want to get  
connected in another way? 

Connect with Jon Bates 
(Children, Youth & Family  
Director): 

youth@stmichaelselca.com 

Find us on the follow-
ing social media  
accounts by searching 
for stmichaelselca: 

Middle School (6-8th 

grade) and High School 
(9-12th grade) have 
texting groups, to stay 
connected during this 
time! 
 

Let Jon know your  
student’s cell-phone 
number to get  
subscribed. 

Staying connected 

The best way to stay  
connected is to subscribe 
to the every other week, 
Children, Youth, and Family 
Ministry Newsletter.  

 

If you’re not receiving this 
newsletter yet, contact Jon 
below or go to: 

stmichalelca.com/ 
faithathome-cyf 
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Social Ministries 

We continue to serve our community partners as they face increasing challenges during the 
pandemic. Here are some ways you can get involved! 
 

Social Ministries Calendar—August 
August 3  Rezek House Meal 
August 9  Sandwich Making for Union Gospel Mission  
August 11  Food Mobile Distribution  
Daily   Panera Bread Ministry 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Back-to-School Supply Drive—July 26—September 13 
This year we will once again collect supplies for students going back-to-school.   
Supplies can be dropped off at church (Email or call Pastor Brad to set-up a time);  
or brought to worship and placed in the green rolling cart near the outdoor worship space  
beginning on August 9th. 
 
Kate’s Cakes 
Raising Funds for Healthcare Workers during COVID-19 
 One of our high school students at St. Michael’s, Kate Spence, decided to begin baking cakes 

and cupcakes during the COVID-19 pandemic and to provide the proceeds raised to M Health 
Fairview Healthcare workers.  Currently she has raised around $800. 
  
If you are interested in supporting Kate’s fundraising cause—and enjoying delicious cakes  
or cupcakes—you can go to her website for more information: 
https://sites.google.com/view/katescakes/home 

https://sites.google.com/view/katescakes/home
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