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Readings for the Month of April

ere are the lectionary readings for April. As there are alternative texts on some
Sundays (or weeks where we do not use all four texts), these may not all be read in
worship. However, we will be using many of them.

April 2, 2017
Ezekiel 37:1-14—The dry bones of Israel
brought to life
Psalm 130—I wait for you, O LORD; in
your word is my hope.
Romans 8:6-11—Life in the Spirit
John 11:1-45—Baptismal image: the
raising of Lazarus

April 23, 2017
Acts 2:14a, 22-32—Christ’s resurrection:
the fulfillment of God’s promise to David
Psalm 16—In your presence there is fullness of joy.
1 Peter 1:3-9—New birth to a living
hope through the resurrection
John 20:19-31—Beholding the wounds
of the risen Christ

April 9, 2017
Isaiah 50:4-9a —The servant of the
LORD submits to suffering
Psalm 31:9-16 —Into your hands, O
LORD, I commend my spirit.
Philippians 2:5-11—Humbled to the
point of death on a cross
Matthew 26:14-27:66 —The passion of
the Lord

April 16, 2017
Acts 10:34-43—God raised Jesus on the
third day
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24—This is the day
that the LORD has made; let us rejoice
and be glad in it.
Colossians 3:1-4—Raised with Christ to
seek the higher things
Matthew 28:1-10 —Proclaim the resurrection

April 30, 2017
Acts 2:14a, 36-41—Receiving God’s
promise through baptism
Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19—I will call on the
name of the LORD.
1 Peter 1:17-23—Born anew through the
living word of God
Luke 24:13-35—Eating with the risen
Christ
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By Pastor Ali Ferin

From the
Pastor’s Study

Ali, want to suggest a title for this?

edge also Luther’s anti-Judaic diatribes and
the violent recommendations of his later writings against the Jews. As did many of
Luther’s own companions in the sixteenth
century, we reject this violent invective, and
yet more do we express our deep and abiding
sorrow over its tragic effects on subsequent
generations…. we particularly deplore the
appropriation of Luther’s words by modern
anti-Semites for the teaching of hatred toward
Judaism or toward the Jewish people in our
day. Grieving the complicity of our own tradition within this history of hatred, moreover,
we express our urgent desire to live out our
faith in Jesus Christ with love and respect for
the Jewish people. We recognize in antiSemitism a contradiction and an affront to
the Gospel, a violation of our hope and calling, and we pledge this church to oppose the
deadly working of such bigotry, both within
our own circles and in the society around us.
Finally, we pray for the continued blessing of
the Blessed One upon the increasing cooperation and understanding between Lutheran
Christians and Jews.” (Declaration of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America to
the Jewish Community. April 18, 1994)

ou may recall this past January and
February when there was a wave of
bomb threats made against Jewish
Community Centers across the United States.
The threats hit close to home; the Jewish
Community Centers in St. Paul and St. Louis
Park, both holding daycare centers and school
programs, were evacuated in separate events
this winter. Thankfully, no bombs were found
but the trauma of the threats and the vandalizing of Jewish cemeteries in Chicago and
Philadelphia remind us of a horrifying truth;
anti-Semitic sentiments are alive and well in
our nation.

As Lutherans, it’s important that we face our
own religious history particularly in the antiJewish writings of Martin Luther and the
silence and compliance of many Lutheran
churches during Nazi Germany. Since the
birth of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America, we as a denomination have sought to
restore relationships with our Jewish cousins
and have worked to address the theological
tenants of the past that allowed for such hatred
of the Jewish people to thrive. The ELCA has
repudiated Martin Luther’s anti-Jewish teachings, stating:
“In the spirit of truth-telling, we who bear his
name and heritage must with pain acknowl-

Similar initiatives have been sparked with the
rise of Islamophobia in our nation. In 2010
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continued on page 2

From the Pastor’s Study,

continued from page 1

the ELCA was a founding member of an
interfaith campaign designed to support
American Muslims and increase inter-faith
relationships. (For more information on this
effort, visit http://www.shouldertoshouldercampaign.org/)

(Leviticus 19, Matthew 25, Hebrews 13), our
faith compels us to love, serve, and walk
alongside our neighbors.

This month, we will gather with Christians all
over the world as together we proclaim the
transformative promise of Easter- “He is
risen! He is risen indeed! Hallelujah!” With
this promise we are reminded that God works
through all things to bring about love. Jesus’
death was laced with betrayal, violence, and
abuse of power- and even through that God
declared with the resurrection that nothing
can or will stand in the way of God’s love for
the world.

This urgency and deep desire to engage with
our inter-faith neighbors isn’t rooted in the
pressure of our pluralistic and diverse culture, nor does it come from a desire to be
politically correct. Our work to reach out to
our neighbors, confessing where we have
fallen short and seeking to build relationships
is not done in spite of our faith. But it is precisely because of our faith that we can and
shall reach out to those different than us,
especially as they face persecution and discrimination. Because of scripture’s call to
love our neighbor as we love ourselves
(Mark 12, Matthew 22), to care for those
who are suffering and in need, (Luke 10) and
to practice radical hospitality and generosity

As Lutherans, we know the power hate has to
destroy. But we also know and trust the even
more powerful, resurrecting work of God.
This Easter season, may we participate in the
resurrection promise-- that even in times like
these with our neighbors facing discrimination and acts of violence, we can be apart of
the love that conquers the hate.
Pastor Ali

Easter flower or Easter breakfast details here?

For St. Michael’s Women
Zumba Party! April 1
We aren’t foolin’! Join us as we get our blood pumping with a Zumba class! Never tried
Zumba? Our Instructor will lead us through a fun class accessible for all skill levels!
Come ready to laugh, meet new women, and warm up with a fun workout class. Light
snacks and mimosas will be served before the class.
Snack bar opens at 8:30 am, class starts at 9 am
Be sure to wear workout gear and athletic shoes.
Bring a friend!
Cost: $5

All proceeds from the event will go toward the Roseville Area Angel Fund, supporting
our neighbors who are in crisis. The fund is used by social workers who help families
with medical costs, rental assistance, and more.
Sweet Land the Musical at the Minnesota History Theatre—April 30
Join us for an afternoon out at the theatre! Sweetland is a poignant, lyrical celebration of
land, love, and the American immigrant experience.

“1920. Inge Altenberg journeys to America to marry a bachelor farmer, sight unseen. But
in the wake of WWI, Inge’s German heritage turns her new neighbors against the match.
Under cathedral skies, the determined young immigrant and her stoic farmer fight for
their lives, facing their own misgivings and the harshness of an unforgiving land. A lyrical celebration of hard-won independence and a reflection of generations past, Sweet
Land reminds us of who we are - and where we came from.”
We will meet at St. Michael’s at 1 pm to carpool to the Minnesota History Theatre. The
show begins at 2 pm. Stick around for a post-show discussion!
Cost: $25, due the day of the show.

Space is limited! Sign up on the bulletin board outside of the church office today!
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Holy Week and Easter

Looking Ahead

Adults Only
Progressive Dinner
Saturday, May ??

Dinner Groups are in Full Swing!

D

o we want to say anything about
the dinner group program?

Other info needed on this page?

Progressive Dinner Details here

Spring is Time for Construction!
Once again St. Michael's is working with other area congregations to build an affordable
house for a qualifying home buying family in partnership with Twin Cities Habitat for
Humanity. There are opportunities to volunteer as a construction worker (no prior experience
needed) or to help provide morning coffee and snacks or lunch for the crews.

St. Michael's has slots to fill on the following days:
• Construction workers: April 10-14, May 3-5, May 12, May 15.
•Women only construction workers: June 8-9
•Lunch, snack, and coffee hosts: April 10-14

Contact Dave Yarusso if you are interested (daveyarusso@gmail.com, 651-486-8328)
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Holy Week Observances

April 9 Palm Sunday
This day marks the beginning of Holy Week. We remember Jesus’ triumphant entry into
Jerusalem as crowds gathered around him, waving palms and shouting “Hosanna!” Within
days, the praise of the crowds will turn into shouts of condemnation at Jesus’ trial and crucifixion.
8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. worship in the Sanctuary

April 13 Maundy Thursday
The term "Maundy" comes from the Latin "mandatum;" it is from a verb that means "to
give" or "to order" -- command. After Jesus and the disciples finished the Last Supper and
walked toward Gethsemane, Jesus taught them a new commandment -- "I give you a new
commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one
another" (John 13:34) We remember the command to love and serve one another through
Jesus washing his disciple’s feet and the breaking of bread.
Lunch at 11:30 a.m. Wild Rice soup--Fellowship Hall
Worship at 12:30 p.m. in the Courtyard Room
Worship at 7:00 p.m. with Holy Communion in the Fellowship Hall
April 14 Good Friday
7:00 p.m. worship in the Sanctuary.

Easter Sunday

8:45 am Worship with Communion
11:00 am Worship with Communion
Don’t forget to stop by the fellowship hall before worship for the youth led Easter BreakfastProceeds go towards their mission trip to Rocky Boy’s Reservation this summer!
3

For Our Youth
Attention 6-9th Graders!

Don’t miss the MOONLIGHT MADNESS
April 28-29

Youth from all over the Twin Cities are taking over the town for a night of bowling, arcade games, swimming, basketball, ice skating, climbing wall, volleyball,
laser tag, movies, and NO SLEEPING!
Space is limited for this event. Sign up is due April 8. Cost is $40. For more
information, see the youth bulletin board or contact Pastor Ali
(ali@stmichaelselca.com)

Ali, Marta
What else on this page:

Thank you:

Social Ministry

...for supporting the Minnesota
FoodShare March Campaign
During the month of March, our congregation joined people of good will from across
the state to help alleviate hunger. Minnesota
FoodShare’s March
Campaign is the largest
food drive in the state,
and congregations like
ours are the heart of the
campaign! Your financial gift secured food
for the Roseville Food Shelf. It is able to
purchase food at wholesale and discounted
prices, so your dollars are stretched to provide meals for many families! Thank you for
your generosity and care for our neighbors in
need!

...for your generosity
to the Children of Jamaica
Thank you for your support last month as we
collected donations for our Mission Jamaica
Team. We received $180 and many clothing
donations for the children at West Haven
Children's Home and the Clifton Boys Home.
The cash was used to purchase whey protein
to supplement the children’s meals.

Musical?

Summer plans?
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Six members of St. Michael's--George and
Donna Beebe, Joe and Mary Nosek, Nancy
Suter, and Sue Thompson spent March 11March 18 in Jamaica, with Mission Jamaica
working on a variety of projects.
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Social Ministry Calendar:
April

Habitat for Humanity begins this
month!
April 2—Sandwich Making
April 3—Rezek Meal

April 10 and April 24 —Global Health
Ministries

April 12 and April 26—Bandage
Rolling & Quilting

Weekly —Panera Bread Ministry

Help us make sandwiches for the
Union Gospel Mission
Once a month, St.
Michael's makes cold-cut
sandwiches for Union
Gospel Mission, a ministry dedicated to serving those who are
homeless in the Twin Cities. Over the
course of the year, we make thousands of
sandwiches that are given to our hungry
neighbors on the streets.

We rely on St. Michael’s members to
make the sandwiches as well as pick up
the meat and to deliver the completed
sandwiches to the Mission! If you’d like
to learn more about this ministry to volunteer to deliver sandwiches or pick up supplies, please contact the church office!

Life of the Congregation

Yogadevotion News
The next Yogadevotion session begins Monday April 24
and runs through May 22.

Desserters II to Meet April 25
The Desserters II book club will meet at
the church on April 25 at 7:00 om to discuss Wintering by Peter Geye. Maxine
and Lloyd Kornmann and Mary
Seabloom will host.

The one-hour class starts at
6:30 pm Beginners are welcome.
Bring a yoga mat and wear comfortable
clothing.
The five-week session costs $40 and
can be paid at the first class. Make
checks to St Michael's. Contact Kathy
Nockleby at

Golf, anyone?
Dig out those clubs; start working on
that back swing; it won’t be long! Watch
for details soon about St. Michael’s summer golf league. Chuck Hansons has
agreed to facilitate the league again this
year, and he’ll be posting information as
it becomes available.

From the Circles
The Sarah Circle meets at church at 9:30
am on Tuesday, April .

Befrienders to Meet

The Elisabeth Circle meets at 1 p.m.
on Wednesday, April 5, at church

Circles sponsoring special donations for the food shelf
The Elisabeth and Sarah circles at St.
Michael’s are sponsoring a collections for
taxable items for the local food shelf.
(See the sign about the donation box in
the hallway outside the
sanctuary for information
about which items are
requested.) Items will be
taken to the food shelf
once a month.

Get info from Mary Duddleston
Family Matters

Get info from Ali about births, deaths,
baptisms etc.
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April 2

Religion in Life

The Ebola Outbreak: How did the Story End?
Starr K. Sage, Ph.D., MPH

Not long ago, the world was gripped by the crisis of Ebola in several countries in Africa;
yet we haven't heard much about it since. Join us as we welcome Dr. Starr Sage from the
University of St. Thomas to share with us what progress has been made in fighting this
disease...and what remains to be done. How did the story end? Come and join us as we
find out!
April 9

Outreach and Advocacy for Nonviolent Peaceforce

Outreach and Advocacy for Nonviolent Peaceforce (NP) promotes and provides unarmed
protection for civilians in places where violent conflict threatens their safety. Regions
where the organization has provided training, support, or direct protection include South
Sudan, Syria, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, the Philippines, and most recently, the Standing Rock
reservation in North Dakota. Join this conversation to learn more about this work and
nonviolent peacekeeping.
April 23

Being a member of the Global Church: Social, Political, and Environmental Forces
Dr. Guillermo Hansen

Dr. Guillermo Hansen is a professor of Systematic Theology at Luther Seminary in St.
Paul and holds the Martin Luther King Jr. Chair for Justice and Christian Community. Dr.
Hansen has published many articles, essays and chapters in both Spanish and English on
public theology, theology and science and church and globalization. Don’t miss this
opportunity to learn from Dr. Hansen what it means to be a
member of the global church in today’s world.
April 30

The Healthy Brain: Maintaining Mental Fitness
Carolyn Klaver, R. N.

Learn strategies to help ensure a healthier brain based on the four things you can do now
for mental fitness. Carolyn Klaver, RN, has many years experience working with individuals who have early and mid-stage memory loss, and their caregivers. Carolyn will be
able to answer your questions and provide resources for learning more and getting help.
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