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Taking these steps to ensure the 
health of our community is  
necessary to slow the spread of 
COVID-19, but brings with it a 
great sense of loss  and heart-
break. Postponing our traditional 
Holy Week worship services, in-
cluding Easter worship, is particu-
larly painful. We also know how 
devastating it is to suspend  
beloved church programs and  
activities such as Women’s Circles, 
Sunday School, and the Easter 
breakfast. None of these decisions 
are made lightly, and were done 
with much prayer and great hope 
in God’s ability to work through 
this time of fear and loss.  
 
Currently, most of our building 
partners’ activities have also been 
suspended, and they will continue 
to make decisions about meetings 
and operations.  Our custodial 
staff will continue to ensure that 
the building is sanitized and clean 
for when activities resume.  
 
Though our building is closed, we 
will continue to gather in creative 
and unique ways. Perhaps you’ve 
already engaged in our online  
worship experiences and faith  
formation resources for families. 
Hopefully you’ve stayed connect-
ed through calling friends and  
fellow committee members, or 
checked up on our social media 
platforms. You can read more 

Dear St. Michael's Family, 
 

This month,  all of the young adults 
serving in the ELCA’s Young Adults in 
Global Mission Program were sent 
home as part of the ELCA’s COFID-19 
mitigation procedure.  Megan Hunter 
Mong, a young adult missionary  
serving in the West Bank wrote,  
"Sometimes accompaniment is  
staying away to keep people safe  
and healthy."  We are living into that  
reality here at St. Michael’s as we are 
living out our call to be church in this 
unique and uncertain time. 
 
As you are aware, over recent weeks 
we have been working to stay up to 
date on recommendations by the 
World Health Organization (WHO), 
the Center for Disease Control (CDC), 
the ELCA churchwide and synodical 
offices, and local and state govern-
ment officials and health professionals 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.    
Since our decision on March 13th to 
suspend in-person gatherings includ-
ing worship, we’ve received additional 
guidelines from the CDC, Federal 
Government, and state officials.  
Because of their guidelines, we will 
continue to suspend in-person gather-
ings until at least May 11th.  While we 
were hoping to resume sooner, we 
know that it is prudent to follow the 
best course of action being proposed 
at this time. 
 
 

Join us for worship 
Sunday morning  

Online at 
www.stmichaels 

elca.com 
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about new and creative Holy Week 
 opportunities in this newsletter as well. 
                          
In terms of our staff, we are encouraging 
pastoral, program, music, and office staff  
to do as much of their jobs as possible  
remotely. We appreciate your flexibility and 
adaptability as this means changes to office 
hours and staff availability.  
 
Some important FAQs (Frequently Asked 
Questions): 
 

Worship: We will continue to send out a link 
for our online worship experience and post 
links on our website and social media pages. 
Though these times call us be physically  
distant, we will remain spiritually close 
through regular worship and devotional  
opportunities.  
 
Sunday School/Faith Formation: Our hope 
is to resume Sunday School, Confirmation, 
and Religion in Life on Sunday May 17th.  
In the meantime, Jon Bates, our director of 
Children, Youth, & Family Ministries is 
working with the other CYF staff to create 
educational opportunities and connections 
online.   
 
Pastoral care: We have been advised to do 
the majority of pastoral care via phone or an 
alternative technology. For pastoral care or 
emergencies, please call the church line 
(651-631-1510) or email 
(brad@stmichaelselca.com or ali@stmichael
selca.com)  
 
Funerals/Memorials, Baptisms, other life 
events: Please contact Pastor Brad or  
Pastor Ali if you are concerned about a 
scheduled wedding, baptism, etc.  
 
St. Michael’s meetings:  We recognize that 
this time of uncertainty brings high levels of 

anxiety, while for others brings a desire for 
normalcy. Please check in with your  
committee and/or the staff liaison to learn 
ways we can continue to work on important 
projects or pause non-essential work for an 
interim period.  
 
Office Hours: Because our staff members 
will be working remotely when possible,  
we ask that you call or email to make an  
appointment prior to dropping by the office. 
If you are unable to reach a staff person 
over the phone, please leave a voicemail  
and we will return it as soon as possible.  
 
Offering/Financial support:  One of the  
implications of not having worship on  
Sunday mornings is that our regular offering 
will not be collected. We encourage all who 
are able to support the mission and ministry 
of the church through on-line giving or  
mailing offering to the church to do so. 
https://www.stmichaelselca.com/giving-
methods.html Your generosity allows us to 
continue to care for those in need, support 
our staff, and ensure we are able to resume 
all programs quickly and efficiently. Know-
ing that our income will be impacted, we  
encourage those with extra resources to 
consider a special gift.  
 
Volunteering: A number of parishioners are 
interested in volunteering. As of the publi-
cation of this letter, we are continuing our 
Panera Bread Ministry and Loaves and Fish-
es Ministries. We also have a group of  
individuals willing to do grocery shopping 
for others, to write letters or send notes, to 
call and check in on people who are feeling 
the effects of being isolated.  If you are  
interested in volunteering in these ways, 
please let Pastor Ali or Pastor Brad know.  
If you know of someone who could benefit 
from these resources please contact us.                  
            Continued on page 3 

mailto:brad@stmichaelselca.com
mailto:ali@stmichaelselca.com
mailto:ali@stmichaelselca.com
https://www.stmichaelselca.com/giving-methods.html
https://www.stmichaelselca.com/giving-methods.html
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Faith in Daily Life—Wednesdays, 12:00—1:00 p.m.  
 

Faith in Daily Life is an opportunity to dive in and converse about faith, life, scripture, and  
current events—using a book as a springboard.  There are three groups; each meets on 
Wednesday over lunch. This month we will be meeting  “virtually” using an online platform.   
If you re interested in participating in one of the Wednesday conversations, let Pastor Brad 
know. 
 

From January through May we will be reading The Great Spiritual Migration:  How the World’s 
Largest Religion is Seeking a Better Way to be Christian by Brian McLaren. 

     Wednesday,  April 1          Wednesday,  April 8          Wednesday, April 1 
    
This month, we will discuss Part III: The Missional Migration from The Great Migration.  

We made plans to celebrate Easter on April 
12th this year. And while that is sadly not 
looking like a possibility, we are an Easter 
people. More than just a day on the calendar, 
we know that life is stronger than death and 
we seek to proclaim that witness every day 
in how we live. When we are able to gather 
again, we know that worship will be a glorious 
celebration of God’s resurrection promise. 
 
As we move through these changes and the 
world facing this global pandemic, we pray for 
health and healing in the days ahead, for wise 
leaders and responsible citizens, and for the 
move from fear to deeper commitment in  
caring for each other.  We cling to the one 
who bears hope and life to a world in need; 
even in the darkest and most challenging 
 moments, God is found and proclaims a word 
of grace and new life. 
 
Blessings to each of you! 
Pastor Brad and Pastor Ali 

Working Together… 
Struggling in helping your child with their 
math and science studies now that they are 
learning from home?  

St. Michael’s member, Barb Yarusso is  of-
fering free online tutoring through Zoom, 
FaceTime, Google Hangouts, etc.  She is 
available for math up to calculus and any 
science topic other than biology. 

To learn more, contact Pastor Ali or Pastor 
Brad.  

We give thanks for the many ways our 
members are giving up themselves to serve 
our community during this time! 

 

 

 

Men’s Bible & Brew  — Tuesday, April 21  - 7:30 p.m. 

Grab your favorite beverage, snack, and computer and relax in the comfort of your own 
home for Men’s Bible & Brew this month.  We will be meeting virtually via an online platform 
(more information will be emailed out closer to the date.)  Look forward to this time togeth-
er as we move through the changes in our lives and the world. 
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I’m writing to you in mid-March and with the changing recommendations for refraining from in-person 
ministries,  have some information on what was originally planned between now through the month of 
April. For any ministries beyond April, please watch out for more information by email.  
 
Easter Sunday Breakfast Weekend (High School) - Postponed 
Middle School Escape Room - Postponed (original date of April 16) 
 
We will continue to adapt and be flexible throughout this time. Things will be okay. Our ministries will 
continue. They will simply look different. Please take advantage of the following resources from the  
convenience of your smart device or computer.  
 
- Jon Bates 
 

Faith At Home Resources - stmichaelselca.com/faithathome 

On this page, you will find access to our online and at home ministries. You will find our worship videos, activities for children, 
youth, and families. Follow us on social media! If you search for “stmichaelselca” on most social media you will find us.  

 

Texting Groups for Middle School and High School Students 

To be in community, even virtually with the youth at St. Michael's, GroupMe is a free texting service for a closed 
texting group with two staff from St. Michael's. We invite our middle school and high school youth to join these 
texting groups to have community digitally, for staff to share updates & devotionals, and have another place to be-
long to each other in a time of social distancing. 
 
Jon Bates and Brian Thompson will be involved in the group chats and have the ability to moderate texts.   
Use one of the links below to subscribe a youth for a texting group. 
 

CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FAMILY MINISTRY NEWS 

s a v e  t h e  d a t e s  

Ministries during COVID-19 

High School GroupMe Middle School GroupMe 

@stmichaelsELCA 

Questions, comments, or called to volunteer?  

Connect with Jon Bates (Children, Youth & Family Director): 

youth@stmichaelselca.com or 651-631-1510 ext. 202 

s a v e  t h e  d a t e s  

Prayer for “Holy God, You Are With Us” Coloring Page 

Holy God,  

You are with us from the spinning planets in our sky to the  

 tiniest microbe that lives on the tiniest paw of the tiniest mouse.  

You care for creation and you care for us.  

Whether we are out in the world or tucked inside at home,  

 we know that you are as close as the air we breathe.  

Thank you for being our friend and comforter.  
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As the world struggles with the COVID-19 pandemic, our congregation strives 
to adjust to the rapidly changing circumstances, taking precautions to ensure 
that people are safe and caring for one another in faithful and creative ways. 
You will note that most of our church activities are being paused or reimag-
ined. Please reach out to the church office if you are unsure of a particular ac-
tivity. 
 

Church Office Hours 
We are unable to accept visitors to the church office without an appointment. You can call the 
church office to connect with or leave a message for staff. If you need to speak to or meet with  
a staff member, please call to set up an appointment.  
 
Pastoral Care Meetings  
Because many care facilities and senior apartment buildings are going into lock-down  
procedures, we are finding ways to check in to members via phone, email, and other methods  
of communication. If you desire a pastoral care meeting or call, please contact Pastor Brad or 
Pastor Ali.  
 
Community Connections – Sending Notes and Cards 
As we seek to stay connected, we are looking for individuals and families who would be willing 
to write cards to other members within the community! We especially welcome the creativity 
of children to draw, send craft projects, etc. If you are interested in signing up to send a card (or 
a few!) Please contact Lisa Koland (koland.lisa@gmail.com), call Pastor Ali at the church office,  
or click on the volunteer link to sign up online: https://www.stmichaelselca.com/local.html 
 
Community Care – Delivery of Essential Items 
If you are unable to leave your home for essential items please contact the church office. We 
have volunteers who are willing to provide a drop off at your residence. Please contact the 
church office and leave a message with details, and a staff member will get back to you.  
 
Women’s Circles 
We will pause our women’s circles gatherings until further notice. If advisable, we hope to con-
tinue with the June luncheon.  
 
Confirmation Mentoring 
Confirmation Mentoring has paused through the end of the program year. However, we en-
courage mentors to reach out to their youth by sending cards or emails to the family. Youth 
have been affected by the COVID-19 pandemic in unique ways and providing multiple touch-
points of support for them is critical.  
 
Confirmation Classes 
We are pausing Confirmation classes until further notice. Parents should look for regular emails 
from Pastor Ali with resources and tools for continuing confirmation conversations at home. 
Parents should also follow closely to CYF Newsletters and communications to learn other ways 
we are supporting our youth during this time.  
 

mailto:koland.lisa@gmail.com
https://www.stmichaelselca.com/local.html
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Despite the pause in programming, we anticipate that current 9th grade students will con-
tinue to be confirmed in October as 10th graders.  
Next month, incoming 7th-9th grade families will be receiving information and registration 
for the 2020-2021 Confirmation Program.  
 
Social Ministry Outreach 
The COVID-19 pandemic has caused our community partners immense stress and a lack 
of resources to continue their work. Many of our current volunteers are within a higher 
risk demographic for COVID-19 so we are hoping to welcome some new volunteers to 
these ministries!  
As you are looking for ways to care for the community during this time, please consider 
the following needs this month: 
 

Food Mobile Distribution – Tuesday, April 14th 2:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.  
Keystone Food Shelf is committed to feeding our neighbors during this time. They are 

continuing food mobile distribution with emergency protocols, meaning guests  
cannot enter the food truck. A Keystone member will retrieve groceries for them  
as they wait in the church.  

Volunteers are needed to welcome guests and maintain order during distribution.  
Volunteers should be healthy, wash hands regularly, and wear gloves during  
distribution.   

 

Sandwich Making for Union Gospel Mission – Sunday, April 26th 10:00 a.m.  
Union Gospel Mission is still in need of food donations at this time.  
We will allow a total of 9 volunteers to sign up to make sandwiches at church. We will 

practice physical distancing, proper hand washing, and glove wearing. This is a 
great activity for families and folks of all ages!  

 

Panera Evening Pick Up – Daily  
Pick up donated bread and pastries from the Rosedale Panera at 7:00 p.m. and deliver 

to church (Sunday, Tuesday, Wednesday) or one of our community partners 
(Thursday, Friday) 

This involves minimal interaction with others and is great for anyone with a drivers  
license looking to get out of the house for an errand! 

 

Panera Morning Packaging and Delivery- Daily  
On Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays, this small group of people meet 

to package the bread dropped off at church and one person delivers it to the food 
shelf once the packaging is completed.  

Bread packaging volunteers practice food safety by washing hands regularly, wearing 
gloves, and will now practice physical distancing during packing. If volunteers are 
feeling sick they should stay home. 

 

Lutheran Social Service Life Haven shelter for teen mothers and their children  
Delivery of fresh groceries, hygiene products, and entertainment for children and 

teens.  
Contact Rosie Blanc at Rosie.Blanc@lssmn.org if you’d like to make a donation drop off 

to the St. Paul shelter. 
 

 

mailto:Rosie.Blanc@lssmn.org


Go Green 
If you prefer to read your upcoming issues of St. Michael’s monthly Messenger newsletter on 

our church website instead of having a paper copy mailed to you, please notify the church 

office. Another option is to receive the Messenger via e-mail.  Just let the church office know 

your preference. 

A P R I L  M E S S E N G E R  P A G E  1 6  

School District Meal Delivery 
The Roseville School District is in need of healthy volunteers to help deliver free meals to 
children and families.  For more information on how to get involved, please contact Pastor 
Ali.  

Rezek House Welcome Home Shower 

 
Many thanks for all of the donations  
for the Rezek House Welcome Home Shower! 

Send Us Your Selfies! 
We miss seeing you at church, and we bet you miss seeing your community too!  
You are invited to send us a picture of you and your family with a brief greeting for the rest 
of the church. (Think of this as an opportunity to pass the peace!) During online worship in 
the coming weeks, we will share the pictures and messages from individuals and families. 
Send your pictures and messages to Pastor Brad (brad@stmichaelselca.com) 

Note: By sharing your pictures with us, you are giving us permission to use these pictures during 
our online worship made visible on YouTube, Facebook, and the church website. 

St. Michael’s Is Going Green: Organics Recycling  
 

After much informal discussion, a sub group of the St. Michael’s Green Team recently met  
to outline an organics recycling collection initiative at St. Michaels. No date has been set for 
implementation, but it is hoped that it can be up and running this Spring.  
 
Along with recycling  and backyard composting by many area residents, organics recycling 
has become  another important way to reduce our trash. Local collection sites in our area  
include Mounds View, Midway, Arden Hills and Roseville. It is more convenient than ever  
to put our food scraps to work building soil rather than sending them to our overburdened 
landfills.   
 
Should you have an interest in being part of this educational and collection effort  
please contact Thor Wagstrom, Dennis Skovsted, Doug Schumacher, or any other  
member of the Green Team.  

mailto:brad@stmichaelselca.com
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All Church Dinner & Committee Night – May 12th  
 

On May 12th we will tentatively be hosting our next All Committee/Community Night! 
All are welcome to the community meal where the church leadership will provide an update  
on congregational happenings and events.  
After the meal, committees and teams will meet break out to work on their ministry.  
Council will meet at 8:15 pm after committees and teams have wrapped up. 
Free childcare from 6:30-8:00 will be provided - simply let Jon Bates 
(youth@stmichaelselca.com) know if you anticipate needing childcare.   
 

All Committee/Community Nights Schedule 

6:00 pm - 6:45 pm        Dinner in the Fellowship Hall (Free will donation)  
6:45 pm - 8:00 pm        Committees and teams meet throughout the building  
8:15 pm - 9:00 pm        Council    

Inclusion Language Survey: Two minutes. Four questions. 
  

 Worship is an important part of our life together as Christians in the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA). The words we speak and images we use shape our faith, our  
imaginations, and our communities. Two years ago, Pastors Brad and Ali were invited into  
a group of congregations and leaders to develop a new worship service with expansive  
language for God, humanity, and creation.  we invite your participation.  
 
Please help us by spending two minutes answering four questions! Please complete your 
survey as soon as possible. As you’re probably cooped up at home, here is one small thing 
that can occupy a few minutes. 
  
Click here: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XXYHZPT 
  
With deep appreciation, 
Pastor Brad and Pastor Ali 
on behalf of our larger liturgical team, including Ingrid Rasmussen, Angela Khabeb, David 
Sims, Zach Busch, Jen Nagel, Justin Lind-Ayres, Barbara Lundblad, Catherine Malotky,  
Bishop Ann Svennungsen, Jess Olson, Tom Witt, and Anna Helgen 

St. Michael’s Progressive Dinner: Postponed 
 

The St. Michael’s Progressive Dinner was scheduled for Saturday, May 9th.  We will be  
postponing until later this summer.  Stay tuned for more information in the May Messenger 
newsletter. 

mailto:youth@stmichaelselca.com
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XXYHZPT


Stewardship – Did you know? 
Did you know that if you are 70 ½ or older, you can give a gift directly from your IRA to support 
the ministry of St. Michael’s?! While you will not receive an income-tax deduction, you will not 
pay taxes on any distributions made to St. Michael’s. A gift from your IRA also reduces your 
taxable income, which could help reduce your Medicare premiums and the amount of Social 
Security benefits that are taxable. 

2020 Budget Overview from the Finance Committee   

                
                 YTD Actual        YTD Budget        Annual  

           as of 2/29/20            as of 2/29/20       Approved Budget
     
          Income          $  199,347          $ 165,494  $  814,918 

  

          Expenses                   $  127,197     $ 134,513  ________$   814,918 

          Net Balance             $    72,150                 $    30,981                   $        0 

 
1 At the Annual Meeting on January 26, 2020, the congregation approved use of reserve    
funds of $48,910, if needed to meet the budget at the end of the year. This is included  
in the Annual Approved Budget of $814,918. 
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April Calendar 

Please check the church’s website for the most  
current calendar information.  Thank you. 

P.E.O.  Fundraiser  
On Saturday morning,, April 25 the P.E.O. Chapter DM has reserved the Courtyard Room for 
a fundraising event.  The P.E.O. Totes for Tuition Sale will feature locally handmade totes, 
purses, bags of many size and colors—all available for sale.   You are invited to come enjoy  
refreshments, see if there is a tote or bag that you might want to purchase, learn more about 
PEO, or just come out of curiosity. 

 

The PEO Sisterhood, with chapters in the US and Canada, is a not-for-profit organization that 
has helped more than 109,000 women in its 150-year history, pursuing educational goals by 
providing almost $348 million in educational assistance.    Four members of St. Michael’s are 
members of this PEO Chapter. 

Watch the church calendar for updated information as to whether or not this event is re-
scheduled.  



 

 

 

May Messenger newsletter article submission deadline  

Friday, April 22  at 9:00 a.m. 

1660 County Road B West 

Roseville, Minnesota 55113 

Address Service Requested 

St. Michael’s Lutheran                651-631-1510                                           www.stmichaelselca.com 
   

Brad Froslee        Pastor                                                               brad@stmichaelselca.com 

Ali Ferin                       Pastor                                                                   ali@stmichaelselca.com 

Jon Bates   Director of Children, Youth, & Family Ministries   
                                                                youth@stmichaelselca.com 
 

Brian Thompson                       Children & Youth Ministries Associate  

                                                                                                                                          brian@stmichaelselca.com 

Mary Gail Hadley       Office Administrator                                office@stmichaelselca.com 

Thomas Bartsch          Organist 

Jill Schendel                Pianist 

 Karen Wilkerson          Adult Choir Director 

Charles Preis              Adult Bell Choir Director 

Cory Bock                   Youth Choir Director                                  cory@stmichaelselca.com 

Wenshuai Zhang  Children’s Choir Accompanist 

S  

T  

A 

F  

F 
 


