
“Let this be the season you turn your face toward 
the One who calls to you: Return, return. Let this 
be the day you open wide your arms to the wind 
that knows how to bear you home.”

~ Jan Richardson, Circles of Grace

Coming Home  
to God

St. Michael’s Lutheran Church
2019 Lenten Worship Services

Wednesday, April 10
Jon Bates is our new Director of Children, Youth, 
and Family Ministry at St. Michael’s. He was 
raised in Shoreview, and grew up at Presbyterian 
Church of the Way. Jon attended St. Cloud State 
University and Augsburg University. He has 
worked at Atonement Lutheran Church in Billings, 
Montana, and SpringHouse in South Minneapolis. 
You can read Jon’s full bio in the March issue of 
the Messenger. We are delighted to welcome him 
to our staff and to have him preach on this final 
Wednesday evening in Lent!

Music—Catherine Carson, violin, 16-year old artist from Shattuck-St. Mary, 
Faribault; soloist with Bloomington Symphony Orchestra.

Holy Week Schedule
April 14 | Palm Sunday 
Worship at 8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

April 18 | Maundy Thursday 
Worship at 12:30 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.

April 19 | Good Friday 
Worship at 7:00 p.m.

April 21 | Easter Sunday 
Worship at 8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
Join us for breakfast in the Fellowship Hall before or after worship on 
Easter Sunday! Proceeds go toward the Senior High youth mission trip 
to Arkansas this summer.

Soup Suppers
Before worship on Wednesday evenings during Lent (including 
Ash Wednesday) we will offer a simple and nourishing supper 
featuring soup, salad, and bread. The meal will be served from 
6:00—6:45 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.

The soup supper will be provided for a free-will donation. 
Anything received over the cost of the meal will be donated to the 
local food shelf.

On Ash Wednesday (March 6) and Maundy Thursday (April 18) we 
will offer a soup and salad lunch at 11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall. Following the lunch there will be worship in the Courtyard 
Room at 12:30 p.m.

Scheduled Soups to be Served
March 6:  Old Fashioned Chicken Noodle  
  Tomato Lentil (V) (GF)

March 13:  Butternut Squash (GF) 
  Vegetarian Chili (V)

March 20:  Chicken Wild Rice 
  California Medley (GF)

March 27:  Chicken Dumpling 
  Tomato Basil Vegetarian (V) (GF)

April 3:   Creamy Tomato 
  Victory Garden (V) (GF)

April 10:  Italian Sausage with Tortellini 
  Vegetable with Black Bean (V) (GF)

April 18:  Turkey Wild Rice (lunch only)
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Lenten Schedule
Ash Wednesday, March 6 
Lunch at 11:30 a.m. 
Worship at 12:30 p.m. with Holy Communion and imposition of ashes.

Supper at 6:00 p.m. 
Worship at 7:00 p.m. with Holy Communion and imposition of ashes.

Imposition of Ashes
The imposition of ashes will be made available on Ash Wednesday for 
those who desire to receive this sign of repentance and renewal.

Wednesdays in Lent
The community gathers for worship in the sanctuary using Marty 
Haugen’s setting of Holden Evening Prayer.  Each worship incorporates 
guest speakers and musicians.

Wednesday, March 13 | 7:00 p.m.
The Rev. Anita Hill served as a lay minister at Saint 
Paul-Reformation Lutheran Church, Saint Paul in the 
1980s. In the 1990s, her congregation supported 
her for ordination despite rules against lgbtq pastors 
in committed relationships in the ELCA at the time. 
She was ordained on April 28, 2001, through the 
Extraordinary Candidacy Project, and she and the 
congregation were censured for her ordination. On 
September 18, 2010, after ELCA church policy change, 
Pastor Anita was formally received as a member of the 
ELCA Clergy Roster.

She left her position at St. Paul-Ref in 2012 to fight the proposed state 
constitutional amendment in Minnesota which would have banned gay 
marriage; being part of the first statewide campaign across the country 
to successfully block writing LGBT discrimination into its constitution. At 
ReconcilingWorks, Hill served as regional director for the St. Paul area 
and later became its deputy director.

In 2015 (for her clergy “retirement”) Anita began work as a real estate 
agent in the Twin Cities, where she has carried out the ministry of 
welcome and hospitality in new ways. Hill says: “Helping people find 
home is a ministry of its own.” Her colleagues call her Rev/Realtor Anita.

Hill was the subject of the 2003 documentary This Obedience.  Anita 
and her spouse, Janelle Bussert, live in St. Paul Minnesota and have an 
adopted daughter and grandson.

Music —Women’s Ensemble: Janelle Bussert, Debby Markham,  
Ruth Petersen, Mary Seabloom, Bev Stratton, and Karen Wilkerson

Wednesday, March 20 | 7:00 p.m.
The Rev. Dr. Anna Madsen is a “freelance 
theologian” in Two Harbors, Minnesota. 

After graduating from Trinity Lutheran 
Seminary, she served a small South Dakota 
parish for three years before earning a Ph.D. in 
systematic theology in Regensburg, Germany. 
Just prior to her return to begin teaching as a college professor, an 
accident killed her husband and severely injured her young son Karl. 
Daughter Else was eight months old at the time.

This event shaped her theology and her life profoundly, not least 
of all by being a springboard to create OMG: Center for Theological 
Conversation. Here, individuals and groups, laity and clergy, come for 
questions, conversation, and study. Through OMG, she also speaks, 
blogs and writes. 

In 2017 Anna began The Spent Dandelion Theological Retreat Center, 
where she offers her studio apartment, her 20 acres of gorgeous woods, 
her library, her consulting, and Minnesota’s North Shore for people to 
retreat, refresh, and be restored. 

Karl (now 16), Else (now 13), and Anna are deeply involved in church, 
politics, and social justice, and love to cook, eat, read, and travel 
together...and they adore their two dogs Gimli and Chutzpaw.

Music—Soloist: Tracey Engleman:  
Soprano, Professor of Music, St. Olaf College

Wednesday, March 27 | 7:00 p.m.
Dakota Noel grew up on the south side of 
Chicago and made his way to the University 
of Minnesota where he has been active in a 
variety of student activities. 

Dakota is a theater major and is involved in 
Lutheran Campus Ministry. His campus pastor 
notes that he is an “artsy humanities major” 
who brings life and energy into any mix. 

He is currently a senior and is planning to take this next year, after 
graduation, to live and work at Holden Village. Following this year away 
he plans to attend seminary. 

Music —Eleanor Bartsch, violin Dubuque Symphony Orchestra, Kontras 
Quartet, Chicago Lyric Orchestra ; Alice Bartsch, violin, Sydney Symphony 
Orchestra, Sydney Australia

Wednesday, April 3 | 7:00 p.m.
Joe Davis is a nationally touring writer, speaker, 
and performer based in Minneapolis. He is the 
front-man of emerging soul, funk, and spoken 
word ensemble, The Poetic Diaspora, and the co-
founder and Artistic Director of H-Cubed: Harrison, 
Healing, and Harmony, a monthly event series 
centered on healing through the arts. As a student 
and educator, he has served as teaching artist 
at dozens of high schools and universities and most recently as the 
Artist-in-Residence at Luther Seminary, receiving a Masters degree in 
Theology of the Arts. 

Joe is recently married and enjoys traveling, time with friends, and both 
working in the church and helping the church do its work. 

Music— members of the Poetic Diaspora, bringing together hip-hop, 
R & B, funk, and soul to tell the stories of struggle, resilience, and 
celebration.


