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Author and preacher Barbara 
Brown Taylor wrote a book a few 
years ago titled, Learning to Walk in 
the Dark. She writes how frequent-
ly the term “darkness” is equated 
with evil or despair. This happens 
in secular literature and music,  
but is especially present in our 
scripture and liturgy. 
 
Scripture focusing on God's light 
has led to the belief that light is  
the source of goodness and hope, 
implying darkness is something to 
banish, as if God is not present in 
the dark. We very easily assume 
light = good and dark = evil. And 
our language is powerful. Imagine 
how this feels to those in our  
community whose skin is dark, 
who consistently hear this refrain 
of dark = bad. A thousand little 
cuts over a lifetime of liturgy  
create deep and lasting wounds.  
 
Barbara Brown Taylor's book 
helps us reimagine our under-
standing of darkness. Taylor  
proposes the pair of light and dark 
exist together in balance, not  
opposition, and in doing so  
reminds us that the darkness is not 
the opposite of God’s presence. In 
fact, the darkness is God’s chosen  
creative space. For out of dark-
ness, the cosmos came into order 

Treasuring the Darkness  
 

Though it comes every 
year, it always surpris-
es me how difficult the  
transition of Daylight 
Saving Time feels.  
With the sun now set-

ting before 5:00pm, it’s hard for me  
to muster energy in the evening to  
accomplish anything beyond feeding 
myself and crawling into my warm 
bed. The darkness feels heavy and 
thick, tempering my energy as well  
as my hope for goodness in this world 
marked with political unrest and one 
climate crisis after another.  
 

The darkness seems appropriate for 
the current season of the church we 
call Advent, a time of anticipation for 
light to enter the world - the light of 
Christ. “The light shines in the dark-
ness, and the darkness has not over-
come it.” (John 1:5)  
 
Advent offers a certain hope for us as 
Christians, especially as Christians 
who live in the Northern Hemisphere 
who endure the dark, endless winters 
of the Midwest. The promise of  
Advent is that no matter how long our 
dark days seem, light will come - 
warmth will come - love will come. The 
light/dark imagery of Advent can be 
powerful, especially in these short 
days and long nights of winter.  
 

Join us for worship 
Sunday morning  

at 8:45 a.m.  
or 11:00 a.m. 
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and the world was birthed. From darkness, 
God created light. In the darkness of Mary’s 
womb Christ took form. In the darkness of 
night Christ was born, and in the darkness of 
the tomb Christ conquered death. So you see, 
the darkness is not evil, it is in fact, a gift. 
Darkness is where God works.  
 
I recently heard of a church initiating a 
“reverse” Advent wreath in their Sunday wor-
ship. Rather than starting with an unlit 
wreath and lighting candles as the weeks of 
Advent pass (as is our tradition at St. 
Michael’s,) this church starts with the wreath 
fully lit and on each Sunday of Advent they 
extinguish a candle. By Christmas, the wreath 
is dark, symbolizing God’s presence in dark-
ness.  
 
If you are like me and the night of winter feels 
to be swallowing you whole, I invite you to 
intentionally reframe the darkness as a gift. 
This Advent, let the dark be your time for 
prayer and meditation. Let the dark be your 
creative space. Let the dark be when you  
connect with friends and family. Train your-
self to see the dark as a good to be embraced, 
rather than an evil to be avoided. 
 
Those of us who are night owls, or those of us 
without Seasonal Affective Disorder, will  
likely find this Advent practice easy, or at 
least easier than those of us who want to 
crawl into bed at 6:00 pm, or whose mental 
health means getting out of bed at all is a 
struggle. And yet I’m convinced there is hope 
in the darkness for all. For the darkness is not 
where God is absent, but is the very place 
where God promises to show up alongside 
you, to transform you from the inside out, to 
birth something new in your midst.  
 
This Advent, may we treasure the darkness of 
God.  
 
~ Pastor Ali 

Advent & Christmas Worship Schedule 
 
Sunday, December 15                           
Children's Christmas Program at 8:45 am 
& 11:00 am in the Sanctuary 
 
Saturday, December 21                       
Longest Night Worship - A Service of 
Healing and Hope at sunset                                                                             
(4:34pm) in the Courtyard Room 
 
Sunday, December 22 (Note: One service)               

Choral Advent Worship, 10:00 am  
Join us for special refreshments and fellow-
ship after worship in the Fellowship Hall!  

  
Tuesday, December 24                         
Christmas Eve Worship  
with Holy Communion  
4:30 pm & 10:30 pm (Candlelight)  
in the Sanctuary 
 
Sunday, December 29                             
Worship 10:00am  

Holiday Office Hours 
The church office will be closed:  

 Wednesday, December 25   

 Friday, December 27   

 Wednesday, January 1, 2020 
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Worship News 
The Longest Night: A Service of Healing and Hope 
December 21st 4:34pm, Courtyard Room 
 

As the sun sets for the longest night of the year, join us for a contemplative worship service of 
lament, healing, and hope. The holidays can be a bittersweet time of year. The constant refrain 
we hear about getting together with family reminds many people of what and who they have 
lost, or never had. The anguish of broken relationships, the weariness of ill health, the loneliness 
of grief, and the pain of isolation can make us feel very much alone in the midst of the festive 
season. Sit vigil with us and together we will hold hope as a community in God’s presence. Invite 
friends, neighbors, and loved ones to this special holiday worship service.  
 

Choral Advent Worship 
On December 22nd we will only have one worship service at 10:00am. Choir members from St. 

Michael’s and Roseville Lutheran will lead this special worship service featuring advent hymns 

and carols. A time of refreshments and fellowship will follow the worship service. Don’t miss this 

beautiful worship service as we usher in the Christmas season!  

 

Christmas Eve Worship  
Invite your friends and family to Christmas Eve Worship at St. Michael’s— 4:30pm & 10:30pm  
 

Congregation Annual Meeting 
 

The Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 26th after the 11:00 
worship service in the Fellowship Hall. A light lunch will be served as we  
celebrate our year of ministry and plan for our future together. 
 

Church Council Christmas Potluck 
The Church Council will have their annual potluck on December 10th 
at the Nosek’s home at 6:30pm.  Spouses/partners are invited to join 
in the fun!  
 

 

St. Michael’s Goes to the Theatre! 
Black Nativity: Let us Rejoice Together 
Sunday, December 15 — 4:00 p.m. 

As we move into the holiday season, the Community Life Committee invites you to celebrate 
Christmas with a holiday outing to the theatre.  We have reserved tickets for Black Nativity:  
Let us Rejoice Together, written by Langston Hughes and directed by Lou Bellamy, performed at 
the Penumbra Theatre.  The tickets are for Sunday, December 15 at 4:00 p.m. The cost is $32 / 
ticket—if you are interested in bringing a child/youth, talk with Pr. Brad about possible student 
rates.  The plan is to meet at the theatre; however, if you would like to carpool, please note that 
on the sign-up sheet and Mary Nosek will be assisting with that.  Sign-up sheet is on the bulletin 
board across from the office, and checks for tickets may be dropped off in the church office. 
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Life of the Congregation 
 On November 3, we welcomed Arion Thomas to the church through the waters of baptism. 

Arion is the son of Willaya Barnes and Julian Thomas. Please pray for him as he grows in 
faith! 

 On November 24, we welcomed Charles Cairl and Bretta Thompson to the church through 
the waters of baptism. Charles is the son of Emily and Ryan Cairl. Bretta is the daughter of 
Lauren and Brian Thompson. Please pray for them as they grow in faith! 

 Former St. Michael’s member, Wyman Ketterling, died on November 7th. His memorial ser-
vice was held at St. Michael’s on November 16th. Please keep his children in your prayers as 
they grieve his death. 

 In November we welcomed 12 new members to St. Michael’s: 

         Mark & Mary Barsness and their daughter, Angela 

         Jon Bates 

 Amy & Nichol DePoint and their children, Hattie and Phoenix 

 Kevin & Kathryn Watson and their children, Charles and June 

         

A Note from Pastor Ali 
My husband Ben and I are happy to share that we are expecting our second child in June.  
We appreciate your prayers during this exciting time! I have discussed my parental leave with 
Pastor Brad and the Personnel and Administration Committee and will plan to take 12 weeks 
of leave once the baby arrives. If you have questions regarding my leave, you may contact me 
or Pastor Brad. Thank you for your support! 

Confirmation Updates 
Mentor Night is Wednesday, December 4th at 6:00pm. We will be going to  
Target to shop for Christmas Gifts for homeless youth at the Rezek House  
shelter. Don’t miss it! 
 
There is no Sunday morning confirmation class on December 22th and December 29th.  
 
Middle School/Confirmation Information Meeting -  
January, 29th at 6:30 pm in the Courtyard Room. 
 
Pastor Ali, Jon Bates, and the Youth & Education Committee are inviting families of current  
6th grade – 9th grade families to discuss possible changes to the confirmation program for the 
2020-2021 program year.  
 
Join us for an information session on January, 29th at 6:30pm in the Courtyard Room! 
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CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FAMILY MINISTRY 
  Children Ministries (Infants - 5th Grade) 

Youth Ministries  (6th-12th Grade) 

For all events, please sign up online at stmichaels.com/cyfsignup or in the church hallway.  

Sunday, Dec 8 | 6:00-8:00p 
Perkin’s by Har-Mar 

High school students, come 
and enjoy the Christmas 
Season as we gather togeth-
er over a meal. Bring your 
eager ears as we break the 
news of where the Mission 
Trip 2020's destination. 
Please RSVP in the church 
hallway, so we can get our 
space reserved and also get 
carpooling figured out!  

Sunday, December 15 

8:45am & 11:00am Wor-
ship 

 

Our preschool through 
5th grade students will 
be sharing the story of 
the birth of Jesus in 
word and music. Join 
us!  

 

 No Sunday School on Sunday, December 22 -  Nursery is available from 9:45am-11:15am  

 Join the St. Michael’s and Roseville Lutheran for Carols in the Fellowship Hall after 

10:00am Worship!  

 No Sunday School on Sunday, December 29 -  Nursery is available from 8:30am-12:15pm  

 We return together in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, January 5 for another LIFT in the fel-

lowship hall. More info on the bottom of the next page.. 
 

Sunday, December 15 
Between worship services 

Youth planning to attend 
the upcoming summer 
mission trip are asked to 
bring at least 4 dozen 
baked goods (cookies, 
bread, lefse, etc.) to sell 
after 8:45am Worship and 
before 11:00am Worship 
Services. Items sell best 
when they are creative  
and plated or presented 
festively!  

Sunday, Dec 8 

12:30-2:30pm 

 

2nd- 5th Grade Students 
eat lunch and bake 
Christmas cookies from 
12:30-2:30pm for others 
remembering the true 
reason for the season - 
the love of God for       
humanity!  

 No Confirmation and Youth Group Sunday, December 22 and Sunday, December 29th. 

 Join the St. Michael’s and Roseville Lutheran for Carols in the Fellowship Hall after 

10:00am Worship!  

 We return together in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, January 5 for another LIFT in the fel-

lowship hall. More info on next page..  

 Thank you to Ellie McComb and Anna Ferro for adventuring with the Middle School Youth at 

Moonlight Madness! (top image on right) 

 Thank you to all of the new and returning High School Nursery Attendants that make our 

nursery ministry possible! More info on the bottom of the next page.. 

 Urban Immersion (for 6th-8th Grade) is slated for Friday, February 7—Sunday, February 10.  

Total cost is $150 and a $50 deposit is due on January 7.  More info in church hallway! 

s a v e  t h e  d a t e s  
 Slumber Party - Saturday, January 25 at 7:00pm: For 3-5th grade students. Middle 

school and high school students needed for leadership.  

 High School Youth Gathering: Sunday, January 12 at 6:00pm at church 

 Urban Immersion (6-8th Grade): February  7—9.  
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Senior Mission Trip to Little Rock, Arkansas 

Being able to go on the mission trip to  
Arkansas this summer was a big deal for me. I have 
sent my 2 older sisters off onto their mission trips and  
I never thought I would go on one, especially after 
moving to Oregon. During this trip, I was able to learn 
first hand how much the work that is done changes 
everyone involved. I knew that the trip was a time for 
both serving and reflecting. I don’t know if it was all of 
the work we did, the hours in the vans, or being around 
people for much longer than normal, but lots of think-
ing happens. 

 I was able to connect with myself and the  
other people I was working with. I made so many new 
friends and had difficult conversations with both my 
peers and our Arkensawyer neighbors about religion, 
racism, classism, and so many other touchy subjects.  
I learned during these conversations that there are 
times when it is most helpful to just listen to what  
other people are saying. Sometimes, the best thing  
I could do is just take in the new information and take 
time to ponder what it means to my life. I have always 
passively known that I am in a position of privilege but 
I have never really taken it to heart completely before. 
It is easy for me to just accept that people don’t have 
homes and that we should help them, but it is much 
more difficult for me to see the people who are home-
less and actually help them.  

When we went to Heifer International, one of 
the most impactful parts was when we toured houses 
similar to what you would find in the impoverished 
areas of different countries. I was walking through 
them in the incredible heat and humidity, I was able to 
actually fully think about what it would be like to call 
one of these houses home. One of the most impactful 
things one of the Heifer volunteers said was some-
thing around the lines of  “No one chooses where they 
are going to be born but they still have to deal with the 
consequences. For some, that means giving up educa-
tion to get food and water”. We were split into groups 
randomly and sent to one of the houses as a family.       

We were sent with a box of ingredients and  
a recipe for a traditional meal. My family was from  
Zambia. We didn’t have much at all for us to be able  
to cook with. It took a while for us to figure out how to 
properly cook without something to hold the pot off of 
the direct fire. Through trial and a lot of error, we 
charred our cornmeal which turned it a beautiful 
brown-gray color instead of the pure white it was  
supposed to be. It tasted fine though. With the new 
knowledge of how not to cook with fire, we tried a  
different method of cooking which did not involve  
direct contact with the fire. Putting the pot on the 
rocks around the fire cooked our vegetables beautiful-
ly. It took much longer to cook which made me think 
about how much smoke there was. We are lucky 
enough to be able to choose when we cook over a fire 
but so many people across the globe don’t. I thought 
about how they have to deal with the feeling that their 
whole face is on fire when a big wave of smoke hits. 
That was uncomfortable, to say the least, but is the 
daily norm for so many people. 

All in all, the trip changed me in more ways 
than I would have imagined. It was more than just 
some gardening, sorting, painting, cleaning, cooking, 
and a power outage. It was a good reality check at an 
age where it is so easy for me to be only aware of  
myself. I would do another trip in a heartbeat. 

                                                                         - Gabrielle B.  

                                                                          (Junior in High School) 

Questions, comments, or called to volunteer?  

Connect with Jon Bates (Children, Youth & Family Director): 

youth@stmichaelselca.com or 651-631-1510 ext. 202 

S t u d e n t  R e f l e c t i o n  

June 15—June 22,  2019; 16 youth and  4 adults travelled to Little Rock, Arkansas to participate in ministry with Ferncliff Camp, Habitat 
for Humanity, Disaster Assistance Center, and with Women and Children First. Every month, we will be learning more about the experi-



D E C E M B E R  M E S S E N G E R  P A G E  8  

Faith in Daily Life—Wednesdays, 12:00—1:00 p.m.  
 

Faith in Daily Life is an opportunity to dive in and converse about faith, life, scripture, and  
current events—using a book as a springboard.  There are three groups; each meets once a 
month at a different location over lunch.  Feel free to join for the year or stop in as you have 
time or opportunity. 
 

This year we will be reading two books, Inspired by Rachel Held Evans, and The Great Spiritual 
Migration:  How the World’s Largest Religion is Seeking a Better Way to be Christian by Brian 
McLaren. 

The gatherings will be:     Wednesday,  December 4—Chianti Grill 
            Wednesday, December 11—Thrivent Lunchroom 
            Wednesday, December 18—St. Michael’s Courtyard Room 
 
This month, we will discuss Chapter 7: Fish Stories, Church Stories,  and the Epilogue of  
Rachel Held Evan’s book Inspired: Slaying Giants, Walking on Water, and Loving the Bible Again. 

Women’s Circles 
 

There is no Sarah Circle in December. 
 
The Elisabeth Circle will meet on Wednesday, December 4th at 1:00pm in the Courtyard Room.  

Women’s Christmas Buffet—Monday, December 2nd at 6:00 p.m. 

You are invited to the Christmas Buffet.  Come and enjoy the fellowship, food and  
“The Two Finn Cooks” - Soile Anderson and Eleanor Ostman, co-authors of Celebrations  
to Remember.  
 
They will talk about their recipes and have photographs  
of the many catered events they have done.  They will have their recipe books available for 
sale. Come meet these Twin Cities icons, discover new recipes, and get tips on how to host a  

memorable party. 
 
The sign-up sheets are in the Narthex.  Let us know what dish 
you’ll bring and how many guests will accompany you. 
 
A monetary donation for the Food Shelf would be most welcome! 
 

See you on Monday, December 2 at 6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall. 
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Monday Morning Ministries 
December 2—7:00-8:00ish a.m.—Fellowship Hall Serving Area 
 

 This month we’ll be discussing pages pp. 1-24 of Lenny Duncan’s book entitled:  
Dear Church: A Love Letter From A Black Preacher to the Whitest Denomination in the U.S. 
   

Religion in Life 
Sunday mornings—10:00-10:50 a.m.—Courtyard Room 
 

 The Religion in Life hour offers the St. Michael's community an opportunity to: 
·  Gain a deeper understanding of the Bible and spiritual practices so as to nurture a mature faith 
·  Examine dynamics with regard to personal growth, parenting, marriage and human relationships      
   to enhance health and well-being 
·  Better understand the significant social issues in our community, nation, and world and consider  
    how our faith calls us to respond 
  

The following speakers are lined up for December…mark your calendars now! 
 
Sunday, December 1 Religion in Media 
     Jason DeRose, NPR Correspondent 

    

Sunday, December 8 Poverty in Minnesota 
    Rose McGree, MN Humanities Center 
 
Sunday, December 15 The Healing Story 
 Jon Odell    
 
Sunday, December 22 No Religion in Life Programming 
 
Sunday, December 29 No Religion in Life Programming 

Men’s Bible & Brew 
 

Tuesday, December 17 at 7:30 p.m. at St. Michael’s in St. Michael’s Youth Room.   

Come with a beverage or snack to share. 

Thursday Morning Bible Study 
Thursday Morning Bible Study meets from 9:30—10:30 a.m. in Classroom I.   This year we 
are focusing on the lectionary passages for upcoming weeks—giving people an opportunity 
to wrestle and think about the texts as they prepare to hear and experience them in worship. 
We will meet on December 5, 12, and 19—but there will be no class on December 26. 



Social Ministry November Calendar of Events                                                              

Weekly   Panera Bread 
December 1 – 15   Christmas Gift Drive  
December 2   Rezek House Meal – 4:00 pm at 501 Asbury Street, St. Paul  
December 8   Sandwich Making for Union Gospel Mission -  
    10:00am at the Church Kitchen 
December 9   Global Health Ministries -  
    8:30am at 7831 Hickory Street NE, Fridley  
December 10   Food Mobile Distribution –  
    3:00pm -5:00 pm outside of Courtyard Room 
December 11   Quilting & Bandage Rolling -  
    9:00am -11:00am in the Fellowship Hall  
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Thank you from the Social 
Ministry Committee 
 

Thank you to everyone who donated warm 
winter clothing for the Fairview Community  
Center! Pastor Ali’s vehicle was filled to the 
brim with coats, mittens, hats, boots, and 
more. Families in the Roseville School  
District have access to the Fairview  
Community Center closet. Thank you for 
filling the closet for winter! 
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Yogadevotion News 
The next eight-week session of Yogadevotion will start on Monday, January 6 and run through 
February 24.   
 
The one-hour class begins at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  Beginners are welcome.  Bring a 
yoga mat and wear comfortable clothing. The cost is $72 and can be paid at the first class.  
Make checks payable to St Michael's.  For questions contact kathynockleby@gmail.com.  

Now Available – 2nd Half with Lyngblomsten Catalogue 
2nd Half with Lyngblomsten is a life enrichment center for adults over 50 years old. Their pro-
grams seek to connect older adults to resources, opportunities to enhance their lives, and 
community resources. Pick up a catalogue on the shelf across from the coatracks to learn 
what’s going on in the community and to get involved!  

 

Partnering with Roseville Lutheran 
Roseville Lutheran (1215 Roselawn Ave. W) is inviting St. Michael’s members to attend their 

Prime Time Series – a quarterly gathering for seniors around food and fellowship. The next 

Prime Time event is on December 12th. Lunch begins at 11:45am and entertainment will fol-

low. The cost is $9.00 per person. Reserve your spot today by calling 651-487-7752!  

Mark your calendars for the Women’s Retreat! 

 
 

Practice Presence with Yoga Devotion                                                              February 28 - March 1, 2020 
LutherCrest Bible Camp, Alexandria MN  

Cost: $160         
Register by January 12! 

 
Lutheran Pastor and nurse Cindy Senarighi will guide us in a weekend of Practicing Presence through 
YogaDevotion. 
 
YogaDevotion is for ALL bodies and does not require a certain level of flexibility or yoga experience. 
 
The weekend will include various opportunities to practice presence through relationships,  
yoga, and art.  
 

Register today at  http://www.stmichaelselca.com/2020womensretreat.html  
or by getting a registration form from the bulletin board outside of the church office.  

mailto:kathynockleby@gmail.com
http://www.stmichaelselca.com/2020womensretreat.html


 

January Messenger  

newsletter article submission deadline  

Friday, December 18 

at 9:00 a.m. 

Go Green 

If you prefer to read your upcoming issues of St. Michael’s monthly Messenger newsletter  
on our church website instead of having a paper copy mailed to you, please notify the 
church office. 
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All Church Dinner  
& All Committee Night  
Join us at the next All Church Dinner &  
All Committee Night on January 12, 2020!  
 

Everyone is welcome to the meal and if you’d 
like to use the free childcare from 6:30-8 pm, 
please contact Jon Bates, Director of Children, 
Youth, and Family Ministries at 
youth@stmichaelselca.com.  

Thank you to everyone who returned their 
pledge card and time & talent information! 
This information helps us prepare for the 
upcoming year of ministry.  
 
If you have not yet turned in your pledge 
cards or time and talent forms, you can still 
do so by calling the church office or drop-
ping your information off in the office.  
 
End of year gifts 
If you are planning on making an end of the 
year gift to St. Michael’s, it needs to be post-
marked or delivered to the church office by 
December 31st.  
Thank you for your generosity! 

Stewardship 2020 

A Note from the Finance Committee  
We are heading into our final month of the budget year.  We are excited that our committees 
and staff have been vigilant in managing our spending this year; and our congregation has 
been generous in giving—this means that we are narrowing any anticipated deficit. 
 
In closing out the year we are working towards a balanced end of year.  This means that if we, 
as a congregation, are able to meet our anticipated pledges and giving and contribute an  
additional $20,000, we will be there. 
 
Also, should we surpass this goal (a balanced budget), we will provide additional benevolence 
funds to the synod and other ministries that the congregation cares about. 
 
We hope you will consider a special gift to St. Michael’s as we near the end of the year, and 
thank you for all you give to this community of faith! 

mailto:youth@stmichaelselca.com
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

1st Sunday in Advent 
Christmas Gift Drive 
8:45 AM Worship with Holy 

Communion 
10:00 AM Religion in Life 
11:00 AM Worship with Holy 

Communion 

2 

Christmas Gift Drive 
Rezek House Meal 
7:00 AM Monday 

Morning Ministry 
10:30 AM  

Staff Meeting 
6:00 PM Women's 

Christmas Buffet 
6:30 PM  

NO Yogadevotion 

Tonight 

3 

Christmas Gift Drive 
6:00 PM Adult Chil-

dren of Alcoholics 
6:30 PM  

Yoga Devotion 
7:00 PM Property 

Committee Meeting 

4 

Christmas Gift Drive 
12:00 PM Faith in Daily Life 

- Chianti Grill 
1:00 PM Sarah Circle 

5:30 PM  

Youth Bells Rehearsal 
6:00 PM  

Confirmation Mentor Night 
6:30 PM  

Celebration Singers Rehearsal 
6:30 PM  

St Michael's Singers Rehearsal 
7:30 PM  

Spirit Choir Rehearsal 

5 

Christmas Gift Drive 
9:30 AM Thursday 

Morning Bible Study 
6:00 PM Chapel 

Ringers Rehearsal 

6 

Christmas 

Gift Drive 

7 

Christmas  

Gift Drive 

8 

Christmas Gift Drive 
8:45 AM Worship 
10:00 AM  

Christmas Pageant Rehearsal 
10:00 AM Education Hour - 

Birth through Adult 
10:00 AM Sandwich Making  

For Union Gospel Mission 
11:00 AM Worship 
12:00 PM Cookie Decorating - 

Children's Ministry Event 
6:00 PM High School Dinner: 

Youth Ministry Event 

9 

Christmas Gift Drive 
8:30 AM Global 

Health Ministries 
10:30 AM  

Staff Meeting 

4:00 PM 

Worship & Music  

Committee Meeting 

6:30 PM  

Yoga Devotion 

 

10 

Christmas Gift Drive 
3:00 PM Food Mo-

bile Distribution 
6:00 PM Adult  

Children of Alcoholics 
6:30 PM Church 

Council 
6:30 PM Youth & 

Education Committee 

Meeting 

11 

Christmas Gift Drive 
9:00 AM Quilting & Bandage 

Rolling 
12:00 PM Faith in Daily Life 

 - Thrivent Lunch Room 
5:30 PM  

Youth Bells Rehearsal 
6:30 PM  

Celebration Singers Rehearsal 
6:30 PM  

St Michael's Singers Rehearsal 
7:30 PM  

Spirit Choir Rehearsal 

12 

Christmas Gift Drive 
9:30 AM Thursday 

Morning Bible Study 
6:00 PM Chapel 

Ringers Rehearsal 

13 

Christmas 

Gift Drive 
9:00 AM 

Deadline for 

Messenger 

Newsletter 

Submissions 

14 

Christmas  

Gift Drive 
10:00 AM 

Christmas  

Pageant  

Practice 

15 

Christmas Gift Drive 
Christmas Pageant during both 

worship services 
8:45 AM Worship with Holy 

Communion 
10:00 AM Education Hour - 

Birth through Adult 
11:00 AM Worship with Holy 

Communion 
4:00 PM Outing to Penumbra 

Theatre - Black Nativity: Let Us 

Rejoice Together 

16 

10:30 AM Staff Meet-

ing 
5:30 PM Finance 

Committee Meeting 
6:30 PM  

Yoga Devotion 

17 

7:00 AM 

P & A Committee 

Meeting 

6:00 PM Adult  

Children of Alcoholics 

18 

9:00 AM  

Messenger Assembly 
9:30 AM  

Guatemala Team Meeting 

12:00 PM Faith in Daily Life 

- St. Michael's 
5:30 PM  

Youth Bells Rehearsal 
6:30 PM  

Celebration Singers Rehearsal 
6:30 PM  

St Michael's Singers Rehearsal 
7:30 PM  

Spirit Choir Rehearsal 

19 

9:30 AM Thursday 

Morning Bible Study 
6:00 PM Chapel 

Ringers Rehearsal 
6:30 PM  

Guatemala Traveler 

Meeting 

20 21 

4:34 PM  

Longest  

Night of  

the Year  

Service 

22 

10:00 AM  

Choral Advent Worship 
11:15 AM Advent Fellowship  

& Christmas Traditions 

23 

10:30 AM  

Staff Meeting 
4:30 PM  

Bazaar Meeting 
6:30 PM NO Yoga 

Devotion tonight 

24 

4:30 PM Christmas 

Eve Worship with 

Holy Communion 
6:00 PM Adult  

Children of Alcoholics 
10:30 PM Christmas 

Eve Worship with 

Holy Communion 

25 

Church Offices Closed for 

Christmas Holiday 

26 27 

Church 

Offices 

Closed 

28 

1:00 PM  

Amanda  

Early  

Wedding  

Shower 

29 

10:00 AM Worship with Holy 

Communion 

30 

10:30 AM Staff Meet-

ing 
6:30 PM  

Yoga Devotion 

31 

6:00 PM Adult  

Children of Alcoholics 
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Christmas Poinsettias 
As part of our Christmas celebration at St. Michael’s, we will have red 
poinsettias around the altar. We invite our members and friends to do-
nate a plant as a personal gift or as a memorial. 
 
The cost is $10 per plant. Please fill out the form below and bring it with your check to the 
church office, or send an e-mail to  office@stmichaelselca.com and mail us your check.  Make 
check payable to St. Michael’s and write “Poinsettia” on memo line. 
 

Closing date for orders is Sunday, December 8th. 
 
Plants may be taken home by donors following the 10:30 pm service on Christmas Eve 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Christmas Poinsettias Order Form 

 

Name _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Number of plants @ $10.00 each _________________ Amount of money enclosed_____________________ 

 

If given as a memorial, in memory of (please print):_______________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Coffee Hour Changes 
Have you noticed there is no host for coffee hosting after the 11:00 service? The number  
of people who stop in for coffee has been steadily declining, as have the number of people 
available to volunteer.  
 
Never fear, there is still opportunity to volunteer to serve coffee and greet visitors between 
services, when people are arriving in the Courtyard Room for Religion in Life, and we welcome 
your help at that time!  
 
After Religion in Life, coffee is poured into carafes to keep warm, and the doughnut holes are 
left out for your enjoyment after the second service, there is just no server. Please come in  
and help yourself. (And remember, a donation to help pay for coffee and doughnuts is always 
appreciated!)  
 
You can sign up for any of the above opportunities by calling the church office or going to the 
Sign up Genius via the e-blast that Mary Gail sends weekly.  



 

 

 

Confirmation Up-

We’re on the web! 
www.stmichaelselca.com   

1660 County Road B West 

Roseville, Minnesota 55113 

Address Service Requested 

St. Michael’s Lutheran                                651-631-1510                                    www.stmichaelselca.com 
   

Brad Froslee        Pastor                                                               brad@stmichaelselca.com 

Ali Ferin                       Pastor                                                                              ali@stmichaelselca.com 

Jon Bates   Director of Children, Youth, & Family Ministries    
                                            youth@stmichaelselca.com 
 

Brian Thompson                       Children & Youth Ministries Associate      brian@stmichaelselca.com 

Mary Gail Hadley       Office Administrator                                          office@stmichaelselca.com 

Thomas Bartsch          Organist 

Jill Schendel                Pianist 

Karen Wilkerson         Adult Choir Director 

Charles Preis              Adult Bell Choir Director 

Cory Bock                   Youth Choir Director                                            cory@stmichaelselca.com 

Wenshuai Zhang  Children’s Choir Accompanist 

Kaia Zeigler   Nursery Care Provider 

Elliot Polzin   Custodian 

Sam Koland   Sunday Custodian 

Jean Claude Muhirano   Snow Shoveler 
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